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SEWING THE
SEEDS
OF INVENTION

As we look towards 2015, named the ‘Year of
Innovation’ by the federal government, the UAE’s
ambition is encapsulated in the National Innovation
Strategy, a commitment to building innovation
incubators, school and university programmes, and
global partnerships. The focus on utilizing the power
of the mind to bring about further progress reflects an
extraordinary ecosystem present in this country that
can sew the seeds of invention.

Being a hub for new ideas is the reclamation of a
long tradition of Arab thinking and something that
the Abu Dhabi Music and Arts Foundation (ADMAF)
encourages throughout the UAE by embedding and
nurturing creativity.

Anyone who is familiar with Bedouin culture —
historically, one of the
founding elements of Arab
culture and identity — will know
that in that, in the water-scarce
environment of the desert,
the notion of a seed growing
is not taken lightly. Every
plant that stems from a seed
bears witness to a powerful,
yet fragile, miracle. It bears
witness to life itself, to life’s resilience, and to life’s
extraordinary creativity.

We, at ADMAF, see our work as that of cultivating the
desert — of creating the perfect conditions to germinate
the seeds of creativity of every citizen of the UAE and
then nurturing these seeds until they blossom. Why do
we do this? Why do we believe that nurturing creativity
is essential to the future of the UAE? Because,
throughout history, mankind can trace its evolution
through periods of co-existence when the energy of
cultural expression has fuelled the pursuit of progress
and led to the discovery of new paths of thought.

Why do we do this? Why do we believe that nurturing
creativity is essential to the future of the UAE?
Because, throughout history, mankind can trace its
evolution through periods of co-existence when the
energy of cultural expression has fuelled the pursuit
of progress and led to the discovery of new paths
of thought.

This important interdisciplinary
work is set to continue to
enhance education in the UAE
in the coming years.

ADMAF Founder,
H.E. Hoda Al Khamis-Kanoo
examines the core of the

Foundation’s vision

In a world that has never been as complex and diverse
as it is today, the ability of Abu Dhabi to generate new
ideas, to be the place of invention, is one of paramount
importance. The UAE capital possesses clarity of
vision in which culture and heritage are as valued as
science and technology. We are blessed to have all
these elements in place and our role, indeed our duty,
is to spark enlightenment, to empower, encourage and
inspire new ideas and embrace them. In such fertile
soil, we can sew the seeds that can best equip us to
shape our future world.

Through the Abu Dhabi Festival as well as our year-
round arts-based initiatives, ADMAF opens the doors
of knowledge to broaden horizons, to enable us all
to imagine the impossible. We create the optimal
conditions to be able to say ‘What if?” We strive to
support that first, simple,
brilliant idea and allow the
magic of creativity to happen.
In the young media leaders
and cultural entrepreneurs
we are training; in the
emerging filmmakers, writers,
artists and musicians we
are funding; and in the
audiences for the arts we are
fostering, we are exploring new theories, perspectives
and practices. And in 2015, the year that the
Abu Dhabi Festival theme is ‘ldea: The Seed of
Invention’, we invite the nation’s next generation to
look beyond the boundaries of convention.

The lasting wealth of a nation is creativity. It is the
world’s only limitless resource to ensure our prosperity
- economically, culturally and socially. After all,
ADMAF was just an idea a little less that 20 years ago.
Today, with a school and university network that spans
the UAE, a family of global partners and a portfolio
of creative platforms, we dream of making the desert
flourish with ideas that will make a difference and will
drive the UAE for generations to come.

In the end, the seeds, the ideas we plant are a
force for good, the promise of a new future and of
new possibilities, not only for us, but also for our
children. All this lies at the heart of ADMAF and of the
Abu Dhabi Festival.
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MISSION

The Abu Dhabi Music & Arts Foundation (ADMAF) is a non-profit organisation that seeks to nurture the arts,
education, culture and creativity for the benefit of society and the advancement of Abu Dhabi’s cultural vision.

With a commitment to education and community engagement, it aims to complement Abu Dhabi’s cultural vision
by upholding the highest standards of excellence in the field of social responsibility.

VISION

Culture is the key that unlocks a nation’s creativity. It is the food that nurtures the soul of mankind. It is the language
that transcends borders. It is the anchor that unites a nation.

ADMAF believes in the fundamental right for every person, regardless of age or ability, to access, understand and
appreciate cultural expression. Established in 1996 by H.E. Hoda Al Khamis-Kanoo, ADMAF undertakes a broad
range of initiatives and events each year, bringing together audiences of diverse origins often in partnership with
leading national and international institutions.

STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES

» Through the practice and teaching of the arts and music, embed creativity among the people of the UAE.

» Enable access to the arts and music and advocate their impact in the areas of educational development and
community cohesion.

+ Raise the level of awareness and understanding of the culture and heritage of the United Arab Emirates.
» Contribute to the positioning of Abu Dhabi as a prominent international cultural destination.

» Engage young nationals in the future of the UAE’s cultural and creative industries and nurture their professional
development in this sector.

* Facilitate cross-cultural dialogue through national, regional and international partnerships.
» Develop a permanent collection of modern and contemporary art from the United Arab Emirates and beyond.
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Canada: Russell Maliphant (2011); Dominican Republic: National Venezuela: Gustavo Dudamel & The

Michael Schade (2014) Symphony Orchestra; Jose Antonio Simon Bolivar Symphony Orchestra
. Molina (2011) of Venezuela; Simén Bolivar Music
USA: Rosamund Mack, Neil Rutman Foundation (2014)

(2003); David Korevaar (2005);
Waleed Howrani (2006); CATCUNY Uruguay: Erwin Schott (2008)
(2009); Wynton Marsalis, Duke Argentina: Gorosito-Cataldi-De La
Ellington Big Band (2010); Cleveland Vega Trio (2008)

Clinic Arts & Medicine Institute (since

2010); Ensemble ACJW, Margaret

Wolfson, Kevin Spacey, Yefim

Bronfman (2011); Christo (since

2011); Natalie Cole, Declassified

Ensemble (2012); Quincy Jones,

Dominick Farinacci, Joshua Bell

(2013); Decoda Ensemble, Bill

Fontana, Herbie Hancock, Renée

Fleming, American Ballet Theatre

(2014); Carnegie Hall, Jazz at

Lincoln, The Metropolitan Opera,

American Ballet Theatre

(ADMAF Partners)

Brazil: Gilberto Gil (2013)

12

Morocco: Asma Al Munawar (2008);
Sidi Larbi Cherkaoui (2012)
Algeria: Hamza Bounoua

(2008); Rachid Koraichi (2011);

Contemporary Ballet of Algiers (2014)
Tunisia: Anouar Brahem (2003); Nja

Mahdaoui (2008); Latifa (2009)
Libya: Ali Omar Ermes (2008)
Egypt: Nazih Girgis (2004); Cairo
Symphony Orchestra (2007); Susan
Hefuna, Khaled Selim (2008); Bait Al
Oud, Egyptian Philharmonic Society
Orchestra, Adam Henein (2010),
Sherine Tohamy, Dina El Wadidi
(2013); Hosni Mojahed (2014)

ot
|

Bahrain: Beit Al Quran (2007); Abdulla Al Muharragi, Jamal Abdul Rahim (2008)
Iraq: Sa'di Al-Hadithi (2003); Naseer Shamma (2004/5/7/8/10/12); Mohamed
Ghani Hikmat (2007); Dia Al Azzawi (2009); Zaha Hadid Pavilion (2011); Hassan
Massoudy, Magamat (2012)

Iran: Pari Saberi (2007); Parviz Tanavoli (2010)

Jordan: Mona Saudi (2008); Karim Said (2009); Macadi Nahhas (2011);
Bassem Al Selawi, Maysoon Masalha (2014); Jordan Media Institute (ADMAF
Partner)

Lebanon: Lebanese National Oriental Orchestra (2006); Elias Rahbani, Charbel
Rouhana, Tarek Atrissi (2007); Marcel Khalife (2007/8); Nabil Helou, Zeina
Basbous, Zakira Project, Roger Moukarzel, Hiba Al Kawas (2008); Magida EI
Roumi (2009); Abdel Rahman El Bacha, Bassam Lahoud, Compagnie Pauline
Haddad, Soumaya Baalbeki (2011); Oussama Rahbani (2011/13); Fadel
Shaker, Babel Theatre (2012); Bechara El Khoury (2013); The Asil Ensemble for
Contemporary Arab Music, Michel Fadel (2014); The Foundation for Arab Music
Archiving & Research, Baalbeck Festival (ADMAF Partner)

Oman: Royal Oman Symphony Orchestra (2003)

Palestine: Kamanjati (2007); Laila Shawa (2008); Edward Said National
Conservatory of Music (2010); Ashtar Theatre (2014)

Syria: National Symphony Orchestra (2009, 2011)

Turkey: Istanbul Chamber Orchestra (2006); The Ottoman Court Collection from
Dolmabahce Palace (2006); Goksel Baktagir (2012)

UAE: Abdul Aziz Al Fadli; Abdul Aziz Al Musallem; Abdul Rahim Salem; Abdul
Rauf Khalfan; Ahmed Zain; Al Ghadeer; Ali Al Saloom; Amal Al Agroobi; Amel

Al Marzoogi; Amna Al Fard; Azza Al Qubaisi; Bait Al Oud; Dana Al Mazrouei;
Aisha Bilkhair; Ebtisam Abdulaziz; Emirates Youth Symphony Orchestra; Faisal
Al Sari; Fantasia Ballet; Farid Al Rais; Fatma Lootah; Habib Ghuloom Al Attar;
Hamdan Al Abri; Hamdan Buti Al Shamisi; Jalal Lugman; Karima Al Shomaly;
Khawla Darwish; Maitha Demithan; Mattar Bin Lahej; Mohammad Al Madani;
Mohamed Al Buraiki; Mohamed Al Mazrouei; Mohammed Al Astad; Mohammed
Al Harmoudi; Mohammed Al Hashimi; Mohammed Kazem; Nabeel Al Mehairibi;
Najat Makki; Noor Al Suwaidi; Nujoom Al Ghanem; Qais Sedki; Rawia Abdullah;
Resuscitation Theatre; Saeed Salmeen Al Murry; Saoud Al Dhaheri; Shamsa

Al Omaira; SAMA Quartet; Sara Al Nuami; Sara Al Qaiwani; Sougha; START;
Sultan Al Amimi; Summayah Al Suwaidi; Takht Al Emarat; Yousif Al Harmoudi,
Barjeel Art Foundation, among others; Zayed University, New York University
Abu Dhabi, UAE University, Higher Colleges of Technology, Sharjah University,
UAE Red Crescent (ADMAF Partners)

Australia: Slava & Leonard
Grigorayan (2005); Claudia Zorbas
(2007)

China: Monks from the Shaolin
Temple (2012); YUNDI (2013)

Japan: Tokue Hisako (2007);
Nobuyuki Tsujii (2010)

Korea: Sarah Chang (2008)
Philippines: Bayanihan National Folk
Dance (2007)

Armenia: Hasmik Leyloyan (2010)
Austria: Ambassade Orchestra Vienna
(2007); Salzburg Marionettes (2010)
Azerbaijan: Azerbaijan Opera (2003);
Azerbaijan State Symphony Orchestra
(2005)

Belgium: José Van Dam (2009);
Orchestre Royal de Chambre de Wallonie,
Isabelle de Borchgrave (2011); BOZAR &
Queen Elisabeth Music Chapel

(ADMAF Partners)

Cyprus: Cyprien Katsaris (2003)

Czech Republic: Premier College Youth
Symphony Orchestra (since 2010); Czech
Philharmonic, Ji-i B-lohlavek (2013)
Denmark: Nikolaj Znaider (2008)
Estonia: Kristjan Jarvi (2010)

France: French Art Festival, La Semaine
Francophone (2008); Jean-Yves Thibaudet
(2008/9); Roberto Alagna (2009); Le
Capitole Opera (2010); Augustin Dumay,
Sylvie Guillem, Jean-Guihen Queyras
(2011); Ibrahim Maalouf (2012); Gautier
Capucon (2014); Institut du Monde Arabe,
Institut Francais, UNESCO

(ADMAF Partner)

Germany: Roswitha Lohmer (2003);
Patrick Simper, Deutsches Symphonie-
Orchester Berlin (2006); Kunst Museum
Bonn (2007); Jonas Kaufmann, Andreas
Gursky (2009); Arabella Steinbacher
(2010); SemperOper Ballet, NDR
Radiophilharmonie Hanover

(2012); Dresden Philarmonic,

Sascha Goetzel (2014)

Holland: Tubingen Chamber Orchestra
(2004); Bernadeta Astari (2008)

Iceland: Vladimir Ashkenazy (2014)
Ireland: Sir James Galway (2009);
National Youth Orchestra of Ireland (2011)
Italy: Armonia Quartet (2005); Daniela
Lojarro (2007); Amato lonata Organic
Jazz Band (2008); Andrea Bocelli (2009);
Puccini Festival Opera & Orchestra
(2010); Nicola Luisotti (2011);

Lithuania: The Lithuanian Chamber
Orchestra (2008)

Montenegro: Milo§ Karadagli (2014)
Poland: Katarina Peers (2003);
Krzysztof Jablonski, The National Polish
Radio Symphony Orchestra, Krzysztof
Penderecki (2010); Szymon Brzdska
(2012)

Romania: Angela Georghiu (2009); lon
Marin (2009)

Russia: Anastasia Khitruk (2006); State
Hermitage Orchestra, Russian Youth
Chamber (2007); Vladimir Jurowski, Anna
Netrebko (2008); The Bolshoi Ballet &
Orchestra (2008/9), Nina Kotova (2009);
Maxim Beloserkovsky & Irina Dvorovenko,
Dmitri Hvorostovsky, Valery Gergiev
(2011); Maxim Vengerov, St Petersburg
Philharmonic, Yuri Temirkanov (2012);
Mariinsky Theatre (ADMAF Partner)
Slovakia: Eugen Prochac (2005); The
Keleman Trio (2007)

Spain: Musica Antigua (2004); En Dos
Palabra (2006); José Carreras (2007);
José Maria Gallardo del Rey, Evru,
Miguel Trillo, Miguel Oriola (2008); Placido
Domingo (2013)

Sweden: Swedish Radio Symphony
Orchestra (2007)

Finland: In Time Quintet (2007)

UK: British Philharmonic Orchestra
(2006); London Philharmonic Orchestra
(2008); Mathew Barley (2008-10);
English National Ballet (2009); Live Music
Now (2009/10/13); Birmingham Stage
Company, London Symphony Orchestra,
Wayne Marshall, Sir Colin Davies (2010);
Globe Education at Shakespeare’s Globe
(2010-13); The World Orchestra For
Peace (2011); October Gallery (2011-
12); Anoushka Shankar (2012); Kev
Sutherland, Dez Skin (2011); Engineering
UK (2011); Scottish Opera (2012/13);

Tim Rhys-Evans, Bryn Terfel (2013);

Qily Cart, Trevor Kweku Blackwood
(2014); European Union Youth Orchestra,
University of London SOAS, Prince’s
School of Traditional Arts; Manchester
International Festival, Edinburgh
International Festival, Royal Opera House,
British Council (ADMAF Partners)
Ukraine: The National Symphony
Orchestra of Ukraine (2007/13)
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IN REVIEW | oo sorsara veconmsone
September 2013 and December 2014

During the 16 month-journey captured in this review,
Abu Dhabi Music and Arts Foundation has experienced
anumber of milestones while it has continued to engage,
inform and inspire. By maintaining programmes in the
fields of arts education and community arts, embarking
on another edition of the Abu Dhabi Festival and
launching pioneering new initiatives, it has sought to
benefit the people of the United Arab Emirates both at
home and abroad. The impact of ADMAF’s work over
this period has resonated far and wide. Its constant
investment in creativity is generating a legacy that
shall ensure a brighter future not only for the country’s
creative and cultural industries but also for all those
who regard the arts as an endless source of inspiration.
Creating opportunities for the next generation is an
integral element of ADMAF's work. In December
2013, ADMAF launched the third

edition of ‘Three Generations’ in

artworks through guided tours, talks and workshops.
History continued to be made at the Abu Dhabi Festival
in March as the UAE capital welcomed many artists
and orchestras for their debut appearances in the
UAE and Arab world. Gustavo Dudamel, The Simon
Bolivar Symphony Orchestra of Venezuela, American
Ballet Theatre, The Asil Ensemble, Renee Fleming and
Ashtar Theatre all performed for the first time in the
UAE. Artists including Michel Fadel, Herbie Hancock,
Milos Karadaglic, Bill Fontana and the European
Youth Symphony Orchestra held their first concerts
and exhibitions in the Arab world to great applause.
Beyond the geographical, other Festival milestones
in 2014 were the commissions of Mohammed Kazem
and Bill Fontana; new works for the world to experience
that are firmly rooted in the culture and heritage of

the UAE. ADMAF’s efforts in the

field of international culture were

partnership with Cleveland Clinic ADMAF also continued to further recognised in December

Arts and Medicine Institute, which
enabled the work of 16 Emirati
artists to be presented to a USA
audience. In March 2014, the
Abu Dhabi Festival welcomed

shine the spotlight
on the promise of

2013 by Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth 1l, who bestowed upon
the Foundation’s Founder H.E.
Hoda Al Khamis-Kanoo the
Officer of the Most Excellent

two talented nationals to its main tomorrow’'s Order of the British Empire
stage. Young soprano Sara Al ; B (OBE), for services to the arts and
Qaiwani performed a duet with generatlon with its cultural relations between the UK
the internationally acclaimed Catalogue of awards. and UAE. This period also saw

opera star Renee Fleming,

while singer-songwriter Hamdan

Al Abri collaborated with the

legendary Herbie Hancock. And in November 2014,
the Foundation launched the Cultural Excellence
Fellowship in partnership with the British Council (see
page 21) to train a cohort of promising, young cultural
entrepreneurs.

ADMAF also continued to shine the spotlight on the
promise of tomorrow’s generation with its catalogue
of awards. Competition was high this year across all
the categories, which seek to motivate dynamic young
talents further along their future career paths. Similarly,
ADMAF Grants experienced a healthy number of
applications (see page 71). Existing grant recipients
also saw their projects blossom, such as Amal Al
Agroobi whose film, ‘The Brain that Sings’, received the
Emirates NBD People’s Choice Award at the 2013 Dubai
International Film Festival. The documentary about two
young, autistic Emiratis undertaking music therapy also
gained recognition overseas and continues to play an
important part in autism awareness across the country.
For many years, the Foundation has joined the world in
celebrating days of international significance including
World Storytelling Day, Mother Language Day and
Earth Hour. International Museum Day in May explored
the history of the Arab world in the 20" century through
the visual arts and marked the first collaboration with
the Barjeel Art Foundation in Sharjah. ‘Sky Over The
East’ was a remarkable homage to the region’s creative
spirit and enabled young and old alike to explore

historical agreements signed with

several organisations. Within the

UAE, ADMAF joined hands with
the UAE Red Crescent, the University of Sharjah and
Cleveland Clinic Abu Dhabi Arts & Medicine Institute;
while abroad, it formed partnerships with the European
Youth Symphony Orchestra, the Foundation for Arab
Music Archiving & Research, and the Prince’s School
of Traditional Arts.

In order to provide access to the arts and the
opportunities it holds, ADMAF constantly reaches out
to the public to ensure maximum engagement and
participation. In 2014, ADMAF added another advocacy
string to its bow in the form of the ADMAF Roadshow,
which explained the foundation’s work to 950 students,
young people and artists across four emirates.
Similarly, the 2013 and 2014 editions of Abu Dhabi Art,
organised by Abu Dhabi Tourism & Culture Authority,
gave ADMAF an excellent opportunity to highlight its
endeavours within the visual arts sector to thousands
of fair visitors.

15



THE

ADMAF
TIMELINE

Highlights of the
Foundation’s
activities between
September 2013 and
December 2014

SEPTEMBER
2013

Music in
Hospitals
Ways of
Seeing: Christo

OCTOBER
2013

Young Media
Leaders 2013/4 w
begins

Dar Zayed on
Tour

Oily Cart
Residency
begins
ADMAF visits
Madrid

NOVEMBER
2013

Abu Dhabi
Festival 2014
announced
Let's Make Art,
Dar Al Ber
Abu Dhabi Art
ADMAF Design
Commission
Islamic art
workshops

DECEMBER 2013
Drum with US

‘Three Generations’ opens in the USA
ADMAF Founder receives OBE

2013

2014

16

FEBRUARY

2014

Let's Make Art, APRIL 2914
Toddlers

a Dar Al Ber

Programme
Quincy Jones
receives
Abu Dhabi

m Festival Award

JANUARY 2014
Christo & Jeanne-Claude
2014 announced

Let's Make Art, Dar Al Ber
The Story Mile begins
The Hero Inside begins

Abu Dhabi Festival presents
Gustavo Dudamel & the
Simon Bolivar Symphony
Orchestra of Venezuela

MARCH 2014
Abu Dhabi
m Festival 2014

JUNE 2014

UAE Red Crescent
received Abu Dhabi
Festival 2014 donation

ADMAF visits

Venice Biennale’'s

14" International

& Architectural Exhibition

MAY 2014
Silent Voices Il

‘Sky Over The East’ for
International Museum Day

The Galleria Spring Festival

ADMAF Creativity Award
announced

Young Media Leaders
2013/4 ends

AUGUST 2014
ADMAF attends
Edinburgh
International
Culture Summit

SEPTEMBER 2014
ADMAF Roadshow Abu Dhabi

OCTOBER
2014

St Regis Family
Fun Day
ADMAF Comic
Arts Award
announced

at Mubadala
Youth Forum

Festival announces first artists L]

for 2015

NOVEMBER 2014

DECEMBER 2014

Christo & Jeanne-Claude
Award 2015 announced

Abu Dhabi Festival 2015

revealed

Young Media Leaders 2014/5 begins
Cultural Excellence Fellowship

launched
Abu Dhabi Art

ADMAF Design Commission
Partnership with University of

Sharjah signed

17



ENGAGING
THE
EMIRATES

Emirate of Abu Dhabi

214 ADMAF Education initiatives
17 ADMAF Community initiatives

10 Abu Dhabi Festival Main Programme

Emirate of Dubai

15 ADMAF Education initiatives
12 ADMAF Community initiatives
Emirate of Sharjah

14 ADMAF Education initiatives
4 ADMAF Community initiatives
Emirate of Ajman

1 ADMAF Education initiatives

1 ADMAF Community initiatives
Emirate of Umm Al Quwain

1 ADMAF Community initiatives

Emirate of Ras Al Khaimah
1 ADMAF Community initiatives

Emirate of Fujairah

1 ADMAF Education initiatives
1 ADMAF Community initiatives

In 2013/4, ADMAF brought together
the seven Emirates through a wide
range of arts-based initiatives and

programmes

Iran

United Arab Emirates

Saudi Arabia

Ras Al-Khairg

Umm Al-Qu

Oman
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A co M M ITM E NT Through the arts, ADMAF is

TO TOMORROW

The creative and cultural industries is an emerging
sector within the UAE economy at the moment, yet
it is already helping to shape the country’s identity at
home as well as its profile abroad. In 2013/4, ADMAF
directly collaborated with over 100 creative Emiratis
and engaged a further 45 through training projects.
From exhibitions and workshops to vocational training,
awards and other initiatives, ADMAF has been helping
to strengthen cultural identity, develop talent, build skills
and create role models.

Artist Development

The musicians, artists, poets and actors of a country
are the creative ambassadors of a nation. Through their
creations, renditions and interpretations, they capture
the country’s spirit, promise and potential. ADMAF
supports a wide range of Emirati arts practitioners each
year by creating opportunities to exhibit and perform.
These experiences not only allow the artist to develop
but its also provides access to new audiences.

In 2013/4, ADMAF launched

investing in those who will

help shape the nation’s future

Cultural Identity

The UAE has arich cultural heritage and it is the duty of
all to ensure that the traditions and customs that made
this nation great are protected for generations to come.
Through initiatives such as ‘The Story Mile’, ADMAF
has engaged many undergraduate women in the oral
tradition, thus upholding the continuation of the land’s
mythical tales and characters.

Just as important has been connecting students and
schoolchildren to Emirati visual artists, today’s cultural
mavens. In an age of globalization, itis more challenging
than ever not only to ensure the continuation of historical
forms of cultural expression but also to embed a sense
of contemporary identity.

Training & Employment

As the creative and cultural industries continue to

expand thanks to the endeavours of the public and

private sectors, the next generation of Emiratis has
access to a wide range of
career opportunities. ADMAF

a touring exhibiton of [N 2013/4, ADMAF directly g helping to increase Emirati

contemporary Emirati visual art.

After its opening as part of the  cOllaborated with over 100

2013 Abu Dhabi Festival, ‘Three

Generations’ visited London and creative Emiratis and

Ohio, presenting the work of 16

Emirati visual artists to a total of engaged a further

6,000 people (see page 62).

In music, the Abu Dhabi Festival

has created unique opportunities

for young talents to gain experience alongside
internationally acclaimed professionals. For example,
at the 2014 Abu Dhabi Festival, operatic soprano
Sara Al Qaiwani performed ‘Sull'ari’, a beautiful duet
from Mozart's ‘Le Nozze di Figaro’, alongside Renée
Fleming. Just 48 hours earlier, Emirates Palace had
played host to another remarkable collaboration, this
time between the legendary Herbie Hancock and
Emirati singer-songwriter Hamdan Al Abri.

In addition to its own platforms, ADMAF also enables
artists to pursue their individual artistic ambitions. The
ADMAF Grants scheme offers Emiratis access to
funding through its ‘Cultural Citizenship’ strand (see
page 72) to undertake further studies, educational
excursions or professional development opportunities.

representation in  two key
areas — media and cultural
entrepreneurship.  Since its
establishment eight years ago,
Young Media Leaders has
seen over 160 undergraduates

45 through training projects. successfully graduate, guided

by the Iluminaries of today's

international media sector. In
2014, ADMAF launched a new vocational training
programme in partnership with the British Council.
The Cultural Excellence Fellowship will see a cohort of
young Emirati entrepreneurs mentored by pioneering
UAE-based professionals to create a new generation of
cultural managers.

Awards

Through its five award initiatives, ADMAF has been
incentivizing young Emiratis to develop their creativity
through the arts. The selected winners have not only
been encouraged themselves to develop their artistic
appetites further but they have also become role
models, inspiring others to follow in their footsteps. In
2013/4, winners included Fatima Fayrooz, Moza Obeid
Khamees Al Suwaidi, Fatima Al Muhairi and Meera
Rashid Al Mualla.
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EDUCATION

AD MAF ADMAF Education seeks to establish
partnerships and platforms of inspiration
for children and young people so that they
E D U CATI 0 N may develop their creative thinking, realize
their talents, build upon the nation’s cultural

R E PO RT heritage and broaden their horizons

Between September 2013 to December 2014, ADMAF
Education consolidated and deepened its offer to
young people and students of all ages by launching
significant new initiatives to develop and highlight the
talents of creative young nationals. Four major areas
of growth stand out:

‘Youth at the Festival’ saw the

Vocational development; a nationwide analysis of
the needs of the sector followed by development of
the ‘Cultural Excellence Fellowship’ an 18-month
vocational training programme in partnership with the
British Council to encourage and support creative
entrepreneurship. Alongside this ADMAF Education

launched internship and

volunteering  programmes

Abu Dhabi Festival recreated New initiatives to deve|0p to enable young people to

as a platform to showcase

contribute to the success

the creative talent of young  and highlight the talents of oo o werk and o s e

and emerging Emirati artists

across  multiple  art-forms creative young nationals.

through initiatives such as

‘Capital Vibes’ which featured

live musical performances by several national and
resident musicians, “The Hero Inside Programme:
Abu Dhabi”, which led school and university students
on a personal creative journey in the research of
their personal and family heroes through drama,
script  writing, comic drawing and animation
culminating in an exhibition and the ‘Nation Narrates’
which presented the creations and narrations of
young Emirati talent through literature, visual art
and film.

‘Rewarding Excellence’ ADMAF’s portfolio of awards
received a significant boost through the establishment
of the ‘ADMAF Design Commission’ in 2013 and the *
Comic Arts Award’ reintroduced in 2014, supported by
an annual nationwide roadshow and a comprehensive
programme at Abu Dhabi Art to discover and highlight
outstanding achievement amongst university students
and recent graduates across all art forms.

ADMAF as a hands-on way
to build skills and experience.
This complemented the
existing ADMAF Education
flagship initiative “Young Media Leaders’ which for the
8th year running trained young people in digital media,
writing and communication skills in partnership with
twofour54 Tadreeb.

‘Arts, Science and Technology’: In 2014 the
Festival's theme enabled the exploration of a fertile
ground of cross-disciplinary collaboration. ‘Riwaq al
Fikr — The Festival Debates’ featured contributions
from ground-breaking international counterparts in
the field such as the European Centre for Nuclear
Research (CERN) and Ars Electronica Festival in Linz,
both of which are set to result in further collaboration.
The 2014 Festival Exhibition by pioneering sound
sculptor Bill Fontana provided a unique opportunity for
students and emerging artists to be mentored in his
unique use of technology and to respond by creating
sound artworks of their own for initiatives including the
Abu Dhabi Festival Visual Arts Award. This important
interdisciplinary work is set to continue to enhance
education in the UAE in the coming years as ADMAF
Education links national and international partners in
an exploration of the important contribution of the Arts
to building innovation and creative thinking across the
STEM curriculum.
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Abu Dhabi Music & Arts Foundation
enjoys official partnerships with a range of
educational institutions in the UAE. This
arrangement allows students and faculty
bespoke access to ADMAF initiatives
as well as ADMAF financial support for
departmental projects that complement
academic studies

) daaiall &yl Caljlall dsala
United Arab Emirates University

vLbgiiccljgigrid cnla

Zayed Higher Organization

for Humanitarian Care & Special Needs

CREATIVE

COLLABORATORS

Abu Dhabi Homeschoolers
Association

Al Bateen Secondary School
Al Muna Primary School

Al Mushrif Primary School

Al Nahda National Schools
Al Raha School

Al Shohub School

Al Yasmina School
American Community School
American University of Dubai

American University of Sharjah,

College of Architecture,
Art & Design

Bayt Al Oud

Brighton College Abu Dhabi
British School Al Khubairat
Cambridge High School

Deira International School
Emirates National School
Expressions of Dance & Drama
Fantasia Ballet

GEMS American Academy

Horizon Private School

Between September 2013
and December 2014, ADMAF
involved the students and
teachers of the following
universities, schools and
centres in its arts-based
education initiatives

International Music Institute
Katarina Peers Piano School
Lycée Louis Massignon
Lycée Theodore Monot
Petroleum Institute

Piano Centre, Ministry of Culture,
Youth & Community Development

Sheikh Zayed Private Academy
Teddy Bear American Nursery
The Glenelg School of Abu Dhabi

The Pearl Primary School
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PARTNERS
IN CREATIVE
ENGAGEMENT

Zayed University

College of Arts & Creative Enterprise
* ‘Emerge Il: Radiating Ports’
(May 22 to September 30)

This exhibition featuring 17 artworks by 63 students
and alumni explored the ships of the desert, the
sea, and movements of sound through the UAE
landscape. Most of the works presented were
video and sound installations, while others included
photography and mixed media. The exhibition took
place in Abu Dhabi but was originally on view in
Venice in 2011, in conjunction with the Biennale.
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Each year, ADMAF supports a wide
range of university projects devised
and delivered by faculty and students

that enhance academic studies

¢ Calligraffiti Mural Project

(May 2014)

After lecturing Fine Art students, the French-
Tunisian artist eL Seed began a month-long mural
project, resulting in a work on the side of the Dubai
campus gymnasium. The project and mural did not
only give an opportunity for students to work on a
large-scale piece with a professional artist, but also
allowed them to leave a meaningful message for
their peers, teachers and the community.

International Symposium of Electronic Arts
(ISEA)

(30 October — 8 November 2014)

Under the patronage of H.E. Sheikha Lubna
bint Khalid Al Qasimi, Minister of International
Cooperation and Development and President of
the Zayed University, ISEA is an academic arts
and technology event that annually brings together
the world’s most creative minds. ISEA 2014 was
attended by 200 scholars and artists from over
40 countries. It featured 170 presentations, 146
exhibitions and 30 workshops and took place at
Zayed University, American University Dubai, Al
Serkal Avenue and other locations in the UAE.

College of Media

* GlobCom Project
(May 2014)

GlobCom is a worldwide intercultural collaboration
platform among students and lecturers in the
field of communication and public relations.
Integrated strategic communication students
joined counterparts from 12 other universities from
around the world at Emerson University, Boston,
USA, to gain experience necessary to work at a
global level in communication and media.

College of Business

¢ Arts-Based Training
(October 2013)

The application of theatre within corporate training
is proven to be highly effective. Zayed University
College of Business male students used theatre
techniques to develop strategies for managing
conflict. Another session explored personal
influence and impact through theatre. For the
College’s female students, two workshops were
held on presentation skills.

UAE University

¢ Mass Communications Creative Lab Workshops
(September — December 2013)

Workshops in Final Cut, Adobe Photoshop, film
production and magazine printing enabled students
to develop their skills and knowledge, thus allowing
them to develop creative projects that directly
enhanced their academic studies.

¢ Music Classes
(December 2013 — May 2014)

For six months, UAEU sought to create an active
music community by enabling access to music and
the establishment of a music club for students.
Classes in piano and guitar led by a professional
tutor from the House of Arts in Al Ain were made
available to students.

e 3D Animation Workshops
(December 2013 — May 2014)

Over six months, students were given 130
hours of 3D Animation training in script writing,
storyboarding, sound, and shooting resulting in a
series of short animated films.

College of Humanities & Social Sciences

* ‘A Map of Nowhere Showing Everything’
(October 2014)

The cartography exhibition sought to develop
students’ skills of geography and cartography
in order to better understand and analyse the
environment. The experience directly enhanced
student’s academic studies in the Department of
Geography and Urban Planning.

Higher Colleges of Technology
HCT Al Ruwais Women’s College

¢ Visual Art Materials
(February — June 2014)

Al Ruwais is located some 240 kilometres west
of Abu Dhabi city in the Western Region of Abu
Dhabi Emirate. Visual art equipment and material
were made available to female students over two
semesters to enable them to practice a ‘learning
by doing’ approach to the General Studies course
in Art Appreciation at the Higher Colleges of
Technology (HCT).

University of Sharjah
College of Fine Arts & Design

* Exhibition & Publishing Workshop
(February & March 2014)

Seeking to enrich the community and further
the education of students and artists through
workshops, exhibition and lectures hosted by
the College, the Michael Ehlbeck Retrospective
exhibition was accompanied by a 10-day
publishing workshop resulting in the production of
a limited edition of fine art prints. Another workshop
involving 131 foundation students focused on relief
printing techniques, while 150 students, faculty and
visitors attended Ehlbeck’s public lecture.

e Cultural Ambassador Programme
(September — November 2014)

The funding supported the travel of 12 students
participating in an exchange initiative with the
University of East Carolina which consisted
of intensive studies resulting in cross-cultural
explorations while being immersed in another
culture and society.
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ADMAF Education data from

MAKING
AN IMPACT

ADMAF Education Audience Engagement
Year on year comparison

September 2013 to December 2014

at a glance

Education

2011/2012
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Academic Calendar Year
September - August

28

177events,
33 initiatives,
8,755 no. of audience

Average percentage of
Emirati engagement

59%

Total Number
of Events

177

Total number of children, young
people and adults engaged

8,755

46% 4% 34% 66%
ADMAF Abu Dhabi Festival through ADMAF through Abu Dhabi
projects Festival projects

Breakdown of Events by Artform

O & .z © %

Comic Arts Visual Arts Other Music Media Theatre

25% 20% 19% 18% 7% 5%

e u

e
Arts Management Dance Literature
3% 1% 1%

Total Number of Partners 70

Kindergartens Primary Secondary
m & Nurseries . Schools ' Schools
BE 1 A\ 19 & 17
University

Arts & Music Institutes

q Campuses 19
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The first of ADMAF Education’s
Six programmes seeks to nurture

TALE NT artistic talent, self-confidence and
an appetite for learning among

D EVE LO P M E NT students while enabling teachers

to develop their skills

The Space Sessions: Capital Vibes | March 2014

Part of the Youth At The Festival platform, this evening of cool tunes and great vibes showcased young Emirati
and international musical talent. Curated by Manuel Nivia, New York University Abu Dhabi student and Founder of
the AUHDIO project, Capital Vibes featured the SAMA Quartet and special guest Hamdan Al Abri, among others.

Audience: 148 (Age 18-45)

The Space Sessions: The Hero Inside Programme Abu Dhabi | February - March 2014

A comic arts, animation & digital exhibition marked the culmination of a two-month creative initiative resulting in
illustrations by students of Abu Dhabi schools and New York University Abu Dhabi depicting heroes inspired by
family and friends. Curated by Creative Director, Trevor Kweku Blackwood, supported by illustrator Dr. Hosni
Mojahed and actor & filmmaker Amel Al Marzooqi. Part of the Youth At The Festival platform.

Audience: 542 (Age 6-25)

The Space Sessions: The Nation Narrates | March 2014

Celebrating young Emirati talent in literature, film and illustration. An exhibition of artwork by Zayed University
students featured mythical characters of traditional Emirati tales. In addition, three Emirati films supported by
ADMAF Grants were screened: ‘Safi’ by Ahmed Zain; ‘Dreams in Their Eyes’ by Abeer Al Marzouqi, Khawla Al
Maamari & Ayesha Al Amri; and ‘Feeding the 500’ by Rafed Al Harthi. Part of the Youth At The Festival platform.

Audience: 74 (Age 18+)

Carnegie Hall Music Residency IV: ADMAF & Carnegie Hall presents
Decoda | March 2014
ADMAF's partnership with New York City’s music landmark entered its fourth year in 2014. Selected young
musicians (11-16 years) participated in a residency that culminated in a public evening performance of a new
work. In addition, the Decoda Ensemble delivered interactive school performances and workshops to add value
to the existing music curriculum; foster educational excellence; nurture music appreciation; develop team-building
skills; and boost creativity.
In association with Gulf Related.
Participants: 336 (Age 13+)

Audience: 419
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Back to School | March 2014

Abu Dhabi Festival 2014 main artists gave mini-performances, demonstrations and master classes in the schools
and universities of the capital. The motivational initiative seeks to support classroom teaching, while encouraging
students to create and critique music and embrace creative thinking.

Audience: 401 (Age 3-18)

Festival In Focus: Dresden Philharmonie, European Union Youth Orchestra | March 2014

The series of open rehearsals by the Festival’s main artists intends to give students unique insight into a variety of
art forms and develop the arts audience of the future. It is hoped that these interactive activities foster a passion
for the arts in young people inspiring them to attend.

Audience: 130 (Age 7-18)

Young Artists’ Day | March 2014

Selected school groups present music, theatre, dance and visual art in a morning concert that seeks to engage the
young in cross-cultural dialogue; nurture a competitive spirit of artistic excellence among primary and secondary
schools; encourage musical talent; and foster academic performance.

Audience: 428 (Age 6 - 17)

Young Musicians’ Concert: ADMAF & Carnegie Hall presents Decoda
March 22 | March 2014
The evening concert presented the talented young musicians from Abu Dhabi schools selected for the Carnegie

Hall residency. They performed an original composition created with the Decoda ensemble. Nurtures a competitive
spirit and young talent.

Audience: 428 (Age 7-18)

J‘ZZ Jazz at Lincoln Centre Music in Schools | October 2014

Jazz at Lincoln Centre musicians Dominick Farinacci and Clarice Assad presented a workshop for the students of
Brighton College in advance of the Centre’s Family Jazz Day. The young participants gained an understanding of
jazz in terms of rhythm, tone and colour.

Participants 32 (Age 10-13); 45 (Age 6-17)

J‘ZZ St Regis Family Jazz Day | October 2014

Taking place at The St. Regis Abu Dhabi, children experienced an educational and interactive day of music with
world-class musicians including the Emmy Award winning artist Gregory Generet and Jazz at Lincoln Centre’s
Global Ambassador Dominick Farinacci. The programme explored rhythm, songmaking, performance and
storytelling around the blues.

Audience: 281 (Age 3-18)
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The second of ADMAF Education’s six

CREATIVE programmes enables young nationals

to develop their skills and prepare for

LEADERSHIP careers in the creative and -cultural

industries

Young Media Leaders | September 2013 onwards

The annual vocational programme trains Emirati students from Zayed University, UAEU University and HCT in
core aspects of TV, radio, print and online journalism (Arabic and English). However, the benefits go beyond
the media profession. To write, analyse and communicate with clarity are in high demand in today’s competitive
marketplace. Those who possess determination, discipline and an appetite for learning will hold the employment
advantage. Since its establishment eight years ago, over 160 Emirati undergraduates have successfully passed
through the programme.

Participants (2013/4): 16 (Age 18-25)

Participants (2014/5): 20 (Age 18-25)

v

A

MUBABALA Cultural Excellence Fellowship | September 2014 onwards

The 18-month, skills development and mentoring programme seeks to bring together young Emirati ‘protégés’,
UAE-based professional ‘pioneers’ and regional as well as cultural experts from the UK to share skills, knowledge
and experience through mentoring, cross-discipline exchange and workshops. Participants attend monthly
workshops on key areas of arts management and cultural entrepreneurship. The programme seeks to prepare the
next generation of Emirati cultural leaders while giving a professional development platform to current practitioners.
In association with Mubadala.

Participants: 32 (Age 20+)

The Artists’ Studio | March 2014

The Artists’ Studio is a bilingual, online resource that inspires and informs young people about the value of creative
thinking and artistic expression. The objective of this digital initiative is to encourage young Emiratis to understand
the role of arts practitioners and inspire them to pursue a career in the creative and cultural industries. At the 2014
Abu Dhabi Festival, ADMAF Young Media Leaders interviewed Vladimir Ashkenazy, Herbie Hancock and Bill
Fontana. The series also features Al Jarreau, Quincy Jones, Kevin Spacey, Bryn Terfel, Oussama Rahbani, and
Maxim Vengerov.
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TREASURING
TRADITIONS

34

The third of ADMAF Education’s
Six programmes encourages the
appreciation and application of

traditional forms of cultural expression

Adventures in Islamic Art | November 2013

As part of ADMAF's activities during Abu Dhabi Art 2013, artist Bassam EIl Selawi ran a series of art-calligraphy
workshops for the students of Glenelg School and American Community School to uphold and explore the
traditions of Islamic artistic practice.

Participants: 39 (Age 10-16)

International Museum Day Exhibition & Workshops | June 2014

ADMAF's contribution to International Museum Day was an exhibition of 20" century Arab art, entitled ‘Sky Over
the East’ and presented in partnership with Barjeel Art Foundation. The accompanying education programme
featured a watercolour resist painting session for children aged 3-6 years and workshops for primary and secondary
schools led by Bassam Al Selawi and Maysoon Masalha, which included mural painting and print making.

Participants: 374 (Age 3 upwards)
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The fourth of ADMAF Education’s

R EWAR D I N G programmes celebrates outstanding
Exc E LLE N c E creative achievement by students and
recent graduates in several art forms

Wrbgiicslygigridcola
NYU |ABUDHABI The Christo & Jeanne Claude Award 2013/4 | September 2013 onwards

Under the patronage of H.H. Sheikha Shamsa bint Hamdan Al Nahyan and in partnership with New York University
Abu Dhabi Institute, the award gives UAE undergraduates and recent graduates the chance to create a work of
art that, in the spirit of Christo and Jeanne-Claude’s work, can be publicly exhibited and enjoyed. NYUAD's Erin
Meekhof presented the 2014 winning work ‘Abjad’ at the 2014 Abu Dhabi Festival, Qasr Al Sarab and Maraya
Art Park. The winners of the third edition are Salwa Al Khudairi and Nada Al Mulla, architecture students at the
American University of Sharjah. ‘Keswa’ will be unveiled at NYUAD campus as part of the 2015 Abu Dhabi Festival
prior to a nationwide tour.

Award Applicants: 2013: 27 (Age 19-25); 2014: 27 (Age 20-30)
Visitors to artwork (2014): 101 (opening)

ADMAF Design Commission 2013/4 | October — November 2014

The Design Commission aims to inspire a new generation of creative minds capable of presenting contemporary
art to a wide audience in the form of the ADMAF Pavilion at Abu Dhabi Art. While the 2013 Award applicants were
invited to draw inspiration from the work of Philippe Starck, the 2014 submissions were given Zaha Hadid as their
conceptual launchpad. The 2013 winners were Hanan Al Kaf and Lamya Al Shamsi, while the 2014 award went
to Meera Rashid Al Mualla, Mina Watan Al Sheikhly and Saba Rahanjam. Both sets of winners were from the
University of Sharjah, College of Fine Arts & Design.

Award Applicants: 20 (Age 18-24)

Gulf Capital-ADMAF Creativity Award 2014 | January — March 2014

Established in 2004, the award commends outstanding expression by Emirati undergraduates and recent
graduates in the visual or performing arts, literature or film. The winner of the 2014 Award was Fatima Fayrooz for
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‘Katharina’ a work of acrylic on canvas that portrayed one of her professors from Zayed University. While Fatima
received her prize during the 2014 Abu Dhabi Festival, her piece was exhibited later in the year at the ADMAF
Pavilion, Abu Dhabi Art 2014.

Award Applicants: 27 (Age 18-26)

Gulf Capital-Abu Dhabi Festival Visual Arts Award 2014 | January — March 2014

Launched in 2013, this award seeks to nurture talent and creativity among emerging Emirati artists and Emirati
visual arts undergraduates. Applicants are invited to submit an original work of art that has been inspired by the
main artist of the Abu Dhabi Festival exhibition. In January 2014, applicants were invited to attend a public lecture
by the sound artist Bill Fontana. From there, they proceeded to develop their concept into a proposal containing a
realistic and detailed budget, timeline and plan to create their artwork.

The winner was Moza Obaid Al Suwaidi, a Fashion Design student at HCT Sharjah Women’s College, for ‘The
Power of The Palm’, an installation consisting of the sound of palm trees and a burga handcrafted in palm leaves.
It was presented at the 2014 Abu Dhabi Festival and also at the ADMAF Pavilion, Abu Dhabi Art 2014.

Award Applicants: 18 (Age 18-26)

Abu Dhabi Festival 2014 Young Apprentices | January — March 2014

Fatima Abdullah Al Sharifi, Houreya Naser Al Kalbani (Zayed University) and Manuel Nivia (New York University
Abu Dhabi) accompanied Abu Dhabi Festival 2014 artist, Bill Fontana, throughout the creation of his commission
‘Desert Soundings’, seeking guidance and inspiration for their own artistic creations. The resulting works were
exhibited alongside those of their mentor at the 2014 Abu Dhabi Festival.

Participants: 3 (Age 19-22)

A é
A

SEASAT2 ADMAF Comic Arts Award 2014 | september — October 2014

Presented in association with Mubadala, this Award welcomed entries Emiratis aged 18 and above aged 18. Each
entry was assessed on artistic merit, technical skill, evidence of original thinking, and development of concept.
The prize included an all-expenses-paid trip to attend the New York Film Academy 3D Animation 4-week Course,
a WACOM Cintiqg 13HD® and a place at the Middle East Film & Comic Con 2015. Shortlisted applicants were
invited to attend the Mubadala Youth Forum, where the winner, Fatima Al Muhairi, was announced. Fatima’s comic
creation ‘Mary & Me’ is currently in the next stage of development.

Participants: 25 (Age 18+)
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The fifth of ADMAF Education’s
programmes seeks to stimulate

S P E c I AL cognitive and physical

development in children and

N E E D S young people with profound and

multiple learning disabilities and

D EVE I_O P M E NT provide access to professional

development for teachers, tutors
and primary carers

Live Music Now Residency | October 2013

At the Future Centre for Special Needs, the UK-based duo Flercussion delivered 24 workshops, a training session
for 50 teachers and a participative performance involving 90 children with special educational needs. In the
presence of H.E. Sheikh Nahayan bin Mubarak Al Nahyan.

Participants: 140 (Age 7+)

Oily Cart Residencies | September 2013 & March 2014
The UK'’s leading theatre company for special needs, Oily Cart, delivered two week-long residencies at specialist
centres in Abu Dhabi and Al Ain managed by the Zayed Higher Organisation for Humanitarian Care and Special
Needs. The programmes featured workshops, teacher development and bespoke performances for children with
profound and multiple learning disabilities. ZHO staff, carers and parents have since adopted techniques acquired
during the sessions.

Participants: 227 (Age 5-23)
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The last of ADMAF Education’s programmes
E N H AN CI N G aims to strengthen educational performance
E D U CATI 0 N and complement learning in several subjects
across the curriculum

Ways of Seeing: Christo | September 2013

Students at four universities across the UAE attended a series of lectures by the renowned artist, exploring his
influences, style, technique and practice.

Participants: 700 (Age 20-25)

Ways of Seeing: Emirati Artist | November 2013

Noor Al Suwaidi gave a lecture and workshop to the students of the Higher College of Technology, Al Ruwais. She
shared her experience as a professional artist before exploring the theory of colours: psychological meaning and
symbolism; mixing techniques; as well as light and shade.

Participants: 130 (Age 19-25)
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What the Ladybird Heard | March 2014
Children from nurseries and kindergartens across the Emirate of Abu Dhabi were invited to a theatre adaptation of
the popular book about two crafty robbers, one tiny ladybird, and a whole farmyard of fun! Presented by Art for All.

Participants: 419 (Age 3-8)

Abu Dhabi Festival Concert Talks | March 2014
Part of ADMAF's focus on lifelong learning, ticket holders of Abu Dhabi Festival main programme concerts were
invited to exclusive pre and post-concert talks with artists and management.

Participants: 236 (Age 18+)

Riwaq Al Fikr (The Festival Debates) | March 2014

Part of ADMAF'’s focus on lifelong learning, The annual discussion series engaged students and the general public
in spirited dialogue with invited thinkers, diplomats and cultural leaders. The 2014 series featured four sessions
at New York University Abu Dhabi, Emirates Palace and Zayed University covering ‘Innovation and Renewal in
the Traditional Arts’, ‘Artistic Practice, Creativity and Technology’, ‘Cultural Diplomacy’ and ‘The Meeting Point
between Science, Technology and Art’. A total of 14 panellists from 9 different countries contributed.

Participants: 410 (Age 18+)

Abu Dhabi Festival Lectures | March 2014

Ariane Koek, Director & Creator, Collide@CERN Arts Residency Programme & International Arts Development,
CERN, Geneva, Switzerland delivered the 2014 Lecture Series to students of ADMAF’s Young Media Leaders
programme as well as those of the Petroleum Institute.

Participants: 88 (Age 18-24)

Ways of Seeing: Abu Dhabi Festival Guided Tours | March 2014

Students and members of the general public were invited to guided tours of the Abu Dhabi Festival 2014
exhibition at Emirates Palace Gallery. Visitors gained insight into the work of the US sound sculptor in the first
ever retrospective of his work, ‘Bill Fontana: Acoustical Visions and Desert Soundings’ as well as pieces created
by participating students and the 2014 Festival Commission ‘Directions (Circle)’ by the renowned Emirati visual
artist, Mohammed Kazem.

Participants: 81 (Age 17-20)

Planet Peekaboo | March 2014

The music workshop at Teddy Bear Nursery in conjunction with Hartbeeps, presented ‘Teddies on Tour to the
USA’, a bespoke production that sought to develop the cognitive skills of toddlers.

Participants: 56 (Age 3-4)

Storytelling with Noura Al Khouri | April 2014

As part of ADMAF’s mandate to nurture literacy in the Arabic language, Emirati author Noura Al Khouri gave three
interactive readings of her book, Fanteer the Fluffy Flamingo reflecting the region’s culture with the children of Al
Shohub and Al Mushrif kindergartens. In association with The Reading Tree.

Participants: 79 (Age 3-5)

International Museum Day: In Conversation | May 2014

ADMAF's contribution to International Museum Day was an exhibition of 20" century Arab art entitled ‘Sky Over
the East’, presented in partnership with Barjeel Art Foundation. The accompanying education programme featured
guided tours and a conversation series for lifelong learners with Sultan Sooud Al Qassemi, Manal Ataya and Al
Al Abdan.

Participants: 240 (Age 18+)
Exhibition Visitors: 1,687

Abu Dhabi Art | November 2013 & 2014

The ADMAF Pavilion at Abu Dhabi Art offers visitors the opportunity to gain insight into ADMAF’s commitment to
the visual arts including its Awards, Grants, Commissions and The Nationals’ Gallery. The 2013 edition presented
artworks by a range of Emirati artists in ‘Generation Next’ at the Pavilion and Ghaf Gallery. 450 students from
10 schools and universities participated in guided tours of the fair led by Nationals’ Gallery artists; while Lord
Poltimore, Deputy Chairman of Sotheby’s gave a private lecture on Orientalism. The 2014 edition offered a daily
programme of talks and tours by Emirati and UAE-based artists, curators, flmmakers and gallerists, engaging
300 students.

Audience: 750 (Age 18-25)
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COMMUNITY

AD MAF Between September 2013 and
December 2014, ADMAF Community
co M M U N ITY engaged, supported and showcased the

creative achievements of nationals and

R E P 0 RT residents throughout the seven Emirates

The following programmes stand out for the Peace Music Festival’ and shone a spotlight on

significant opportunities they provided for generation three outstanding young Emirati soloists on violin;

and presentation of creative content: Khawla Al Rayhy, Meera Ghobash and Umaima
Al Shunnar.

» ‘The Story Mile’ is a unique collection of traditional
national folk tales that have been lovingly retold by
members of Al Kharareef Storytelling club at Zayed ~Access and engagement to the arts for all, regardless
University under the expert guidance of master of age, ability or location remains a priority of ADMAF
storyteller Abdulaziz Al Musallem. The stories COmmunity. The following activities stand out for the
have been brought to life by an accompanying ©OPPOrtunities provided to diverse audiences:

series of illustrations created by students of . Dar zayed on Tour which provided regular

the College of_ Arts and Cr_eative Enterprise_ at opportunities for the orphans of Dar Zayed to
Zayed University. The resulting works preserving  experience museums and cultural institutions first
and upholding traditional Emirati oral history hand.

have been introduced to

significant new audiences .A nationwide tour. of
through public exhibitions Access and engagement to the 'Sinbad and the Sailor

on Abu Dhabi Corniche by Ashtar Theatre from
and in Khalifa Park during arts for a”' regardless of age, Pales.tme as part of Ab.u
the 2013 and 2014 Abu . : . Dhabi - Festival 2014, in
Dhabi Festivals and are  ability or location remains a ~ which  Arabic  language
now being published in o ) theatre performances
WO volumes. priority of ADMAF Community. and workshops engaged

audiences of nearly 1400 at

* Calligraphy  workshops special needs centres and
for the residents of Dar Al Ber orphanage led schools in several emirates.

by Abdulaziz Al Fadli involved young people , L o
who would otherwise have limited opportunity, Grow'th O,f ADMAFS grqund breaking MUS'IC n
Hospitals’ initiative which brought acclaimed

and enabled them to boost their confidence and . . . . .
international musicians performing in the Abu

creativity and see their work showcased as part of Dhabi Festival into numerous healthcare settings
‘Nation Narrates’ during Abu Dhabi Festival 2014. . - 9
for musical performances to relieve stress and
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+ ADMAF’s partnership with the Emirates Youth

Symphony Orchestra reached a new high as we
collaboratedinanationwidetourforthe‘10"Emirates

contribute to the healing process for patients, their
families and healthcare workers.
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PARTNERS IN
COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT

Abu Dhabi Homeschoolers Association
Abu Dhabi Municipality

Abu Dhabi Tourism & Culture Authority
Ajman Elderly Care Centre

Ajman Special Needs Centre

Al Ain Municipality

Al Mamzar Centre for the Elderly, Dubai
Al Nokhba School, Mirfa
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Between September 2013 and
December 2014, ADMAF involved
the community across the seven
Emirates in partnership with several

organisations

Alliance Francaise

American School of Dubai

Bayt Al Oud, Abu Dhabi

British Council

Choueifat School, Um Al Quwain
Cleveland Clinic Abu Dhabi

Dar Al Ber Society, Dubai

Dar Zayed For Family Care, Al Ain

Dubai Community Theatre & Arts Centre

Dubai Drums

Emirates Wildlife Society - World Wildlife Fund
Emirates Youth Symphony Orchestra

Ewa’'a Shelters for Women and Children
Expressions of Dance & Drama, Abu Dhabi
Fantasia Ballet, Abu Dhabi

Fujairah Culture and Media Authority

Higher Colleges of Technology, Ras Al Khaimah
Imperial College London Diabetes Centre, Abu Dhabi
INSPIRE Sports Management, Abu Dhabi
International Music Institute, Abu Dhabi

Jazz at Lincoln Centre, Abu Dhabi

Jennifer Simon, Abu Dhabi

Katarina Peers Piano School, Abu Dhabi

Kuttab Café, Abu Dhabi

Manar Al Eman Charity School, Ajman
Maraya Art Centre, Sharjah

Piano Centre, Ministry of Culture, Youth & Community
Development, Abu Dhabi

Ras Al Khaimah Special Needs Centre
Resuscitation Theatre, Abu Dhabi

Rooftop Rhythms, Abu Dhabi

Sharjah Department of Culture & Information
Sharjah Elderly Care Centre

Sharjah University

Sheikh Khalifa Medical City, Abu Dhabi
Tawam Hospital, Al Ain

The Space, Abu Dhabi

United Arab Emirates University, Al Ain

Zayed Higher Organisation for Humanitarian Care and
Special Needs, Abu Dhabi

Zayed University
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S 0 C IA L The first of ADMAF Community’s programmes seeks

to bond, build and bridge ties between social groups

U N ITY including the less privileged across the UAE

Let’s Make Art | September & November 2013, January & February 2014

Access to the arts is important to a child’s development. Over four months, Emirati artist Abdulaziz Al Fadli ran
calligraphy workshops with 15 orphaned children at Dar Al Ber, with which ADMAF has worked since 2012. The
initiative culminated in an exhibition firstly at Dar Al Ber and then at ‘The Space Sessions: The Nation Narrates’
during the 2014 Abu Dhabi Festival. The project gave vulnerable children a chance to strengthen their sense of
Emirati cultural identity and develop their creativity.

Participants: 145 (Age 9-15)

Dar Zayed on Tour | October 2014

Located in Al Ain, Dar Zayed orphanage and ADMAF have been collaborating since 2012. This initiative aims to
expand children’s knowledge of the UAE and foster a sense of Emirati cultural identity. This year Dar Zayed visited
Dubai Museum and Kidzania, an interactive, edutainment centre that allows children to develop their creativity
and independence.

Participants: 35 (Age 9-12)

E ng_]l <
= Silent Voices Il | February - May 2014

Under the patronage of H.H. Sheikha Fatima Bint Mubarak, the third edition of this visual arts initiative provided

the residents of Ewa’a Shelters in Abu Dhabi, Sharjah & Ras Al Khaimah with art materials & a professional artist

with for four months. The artworks created in the weekly workshops were presented in an exhibition at The Space

to raise public awareness and funds for Ewa’a. Silent Voices contributes to the rehabilitation of human trafficking

victims through art therapy, which helps to overcome trauma, rebuild confidence and communication skills.

Participants & Exhibition Visitors: 200 (Age 15+)




c U LTU RAL The second of ADMAF Community’s
programmes seeks to uphold the customs

& H E R ITAG E and traditions of communities living in the

EXP R E s S I 0 N UAE and celebrate cultural identities

Drum With Us | December 2013

Cultural expression strengthens social bonds and with 202 nationalities in the UAE, music can be an effective
way to celebrate such harmony. Drum circles are fun, exciting and a powerful way to bring people together so
in partnership with Dubai Drums, ADMAF invited members of the public on Abu Dhabi Corniche to participate in
community drumming circles for all the family.

Participants: 300 (All ages)

50

The Story Mile | January — March 2014

This initiative helps strengthen Emirati cultural identity through the medium of creative writing, while preserving the
tradition of Emirati storytelling. Since 2013, Zayed University students, under the guidance of master storyteller
Abdulaziz Al Musallam, have created 100 tales and illustrations. The second annual edition of ‘The Story Mile’
featuring their stories and illustrated characters was presented at Khalifa Park.

Participants & Exhibition Visitors: 6,390 (All ages)

World Storytelling Day | March 2014

Each year, ADMAF marks World Storytelling Day with a celebration of storytelling, oral heritage and creative
writing. Engaging an invited audience of schoolchildren (8-12 yrs) (including children of Dar Zayed and Dar Al Ber)
the programme featured storytelling sessions in Arabic by Zayed University’s Al Kharareef Club and in English by
Khamael Al Nueimi. The aim of this initiative is to engage young Emiratis in cultural expression and enable access
to Emirati culture and heritage for children.

Participants & Visitors: 100 (Age 11-22)
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ARTS &
ENVIRONMENT
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The third of ADMAF Community’s
programmes seeks to raises levels
of environmental awareness and

understanding among society

Earth Hour | March 2014

Each year, Abu Dhabi Festival partners with the Emirates Wildlife Society-World Wildlife Fund to contribute to
Earth Hour, the world’s largest annual environmental awareness campaign, which highlights the issue of climate
change. The community drumming extravaganza at Abu Dhabi’s Khalifa Park, which brought together professional
musicians and the general public, connected Abu Dhabi'’s residents to the Earth Hour global network.

Participants & Visitors: 410 (All ages)
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E M P OWE R I N G The fourth of ADMAF Community’s
T H E S EV E N programmes seeks to strengthen

cultural identity and enable access

EMIRATES o the ars fora

Ashtar Theatre ‘Sinbad & The Monster’

In partnership with Art for All, the internationally acclaimed Palestinian theatre company embarked on its first UAE
tour with an Arabic-language production for the family with an environmental awareness message. Performances
were given across in Sharjah, Fujairah and Al Ain, while schools and special needs centres in Umm Al Quwain,
Ajman and Ras Al Khaimah also enjoyed workshops. The aim of this initiative is to advocate the use of the
Arabic language; enhance linguistic ability among young people and the community; encourage the appreciation
of Arabic literary heritage; and strengthen Arab cultural identity.

Participants & Audience: 1,382 (Age 8-28)

The 10 Emirates International Peace Music Festival

Celebrating a decade of youth in music, the nationwide tour by the Emirates Youth Symphony Orchestra and the
Youth Symphony Orchestra of the Premiere Music College of Prague presented 100 young musicians from 8
countries. Emirati young musicians Umaima Al Shunnar, Khawla Al Rayhy and Meera Ghobash performed several
works accompanied by the multi-national orchestra. The annual initiative offers the community access to classical
music, encourages music appreciation among young people, fosters young musical talent and facilitates cross-
cultural dialogue through music.

Participants & Audience: 1,950 (All ages)
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ARTS &
HEALTH

56

The fifth of ADMAF Community’s
programmes aims to promote the
use of arts and music in the health
sector and advocate its impact

Music in Hospitals | September - October 2013 & March 2014

Music has been proven through research to aid patient recovery rates, complement conventional therapy
techniques, and lessen the trauma of hospital stays. ADMAF continues to advocate music in the UAE healthcare
sector. It presented five sessions in three hospitals in Al Ain and Abu Dhabi; Tawam Hospital, Imperial College
London Diabetes Centre and Sheikh Khalifa Medical City. Musicians included: Dominick Farinacci (trumpet) of
Jazz at Lincoln Centre, New York; Sherine Tohamy with Bassam Abdel Satar; and Lebanese virtuoso, Michel
Fadel (piano).

In association with Waha Capital.

Audience: 365 (All ages)
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Jalal Lugman. ‘The Hint of a Smile.’ 2008. Mixed media. 200 x 109 x 17 cm. Courtesy of the artist.

VISUAL ARTS

THE
NATIONALS’
GALLERY

Launched in 2010, this permanent initiative is a research
centre, online portal, education hub, information
resource and advocacy initiative.

Advice

ADMAF offers one-to-one sessions with Emirati artists
for guidance in portfolio development, pricing, and
career progression.

Portal
A digital library of online artists’

The Nationals’ Gallery is a dedicated

resource that advocates Emirati visual
art nationally and internationally
and gives practitioners access to

opportunities, information and support

Grants

ADMAF Grants (Cultural Citizenship) offers financial
support to emerging and established Emirati arts
practitioners wishing to undertake further studies,
research, or exhibitions.

ADMAF Art Collection

Consisting of acquisitions and donations, the collection
has an emphasis on Emirati

In 2014. ADMAE created practice, and seeks to highlight

artistic expression from the Arab

profiles for curators, gallerists, exhibiting opportunities world and Middle East.

collectors, academics and art

consultants. for 28 Emirati In 2014, ADMAF created

Opportunities

ADMAF shares and facilitates

prospects for Emirati artists, such as commissions,
exhibiting opportunities (solo and group), residencies
and competitions. It also creates opportunities for
artists through ADMAF’s Education & Community
programmes to enhance national cultural identity.

Platform

ADMAF creates exhibitions to deepen the appreciation
of Emirati visual arts, and platforms for knowledge
exchange.

| Abdul Qader Al Rais

| Abdulaziz Al Fadli

| Ahmed Al Feresi

| Ali Al Abdan

| Azza Al Qubaisi

| Dana Al Mazrouie

| Ebtisam Abdulaziz

| Fatima Abdulrahman

| Hamdan Buti Al Shamsi
| Hassan Sherif

| Houreya Nasser Al Kalbani
| Jalal Lugman

| Karima Al Shomaly

| Maitha Demithan

exhibiting  opportunities  for

Vlsual artlsts 28 Emirati visual artists. It

commissioned Mohammed

Kazem for the Abu Dhabi Festival,
and advised four Emirati artists on their professional
development path. The Foundation also continued its
financial support of Karima Al Shomely’s doctorate
studies at Kingston University in London, which she is
due to complete in 2015 — becoming the first female
Emirati artist to hold a PhD in Fine Art.

| Mariam Al Mansoori

| Mattar Bin Lahej

| Mohamed Al Astad

| Mohamed Al Mazrouei

| Mohammed Kazem

| Moza Obaid Al Suwaidi
| Nabeel Al Mehairbi

| Najat Mekki

| Nayef Eisa Al Baloushi
| Saeed Al Mandani

| Saoud Al Dhaheri

| Shamsa Al Omaira

| Summayah Al Suwaidi

| Yousif Al Harmoudi




TH R E E ADMAF presented the third edition
of its exhibition of contemporary
GENERATIONS Emirati art in the USA in
association with the Cleveland
c LEVE LAN D Clinic Art Programme and the
Global Arts & Medicine Institute

Under the patronage of H.H. Sheikh Hamdan bin Zayed The featured works spanned the creative practices of
Al Nahyan, Ruler's Representative of the Western three generations of Emirati artists. The range of artistic
Region, ADMAF was pleased to present the first- mediathroughout the exhibition revealed an expression
ever group exhibition of UAE contemporary art in a of contemporary cultural identity rooted in tradition

healthcare setting. while also focusing on the present and future. Located
Presenting the work of 16 artists, o in the Art Exhibition Area of
Three Generations’ opened on 6,000 people visited the Cleveland Clinic, a total of 6,000 (Above) Mohammed Al Astad. ‘Midnight.’ 2012.
UAE National Day 2013, and o people visited the exhibition. Iron, rust and acrylic on canvas. 120 x 100 cm
was supported by Cleveland —exhibition. Healthcare staff  Healthcare staff remarked on the ’ T ’
Clinic Abu Dhabi and Mubadala . positive impact the works had Shamsa Al Omaira. ‘Diffused’. 2012.
Healthcare. The  exhibition, remarked on the positive on the large number of patients Graphite and acrylic on wood. 91 x 112 cm
which contributed to cultural . from the Arab region. During the Yousif Al Harmoudi. ‘Memory’. 2008.
relations between the USA and IMpact the works had on the  exhibition, a strategic partnership Inkjet print. 40 x 60 cm
UAE, was opened by Dr Toby . agreement was signed between Saoud Al Dhaheri. ‘Falcon King’. 2009.
Cf059|r0V9|3- I;reslident anlcjj ?EO large number of patients AEMAFha{)‘d g'le‘éeuand Clinic Photo-collage with rhinestones. 55.5 x 44.5 cm
of Cleveland Clinic. Held from . Abu Dhabi obal Arts & . . .
December 2 2013 to March 31 from the Arab region. Medicine Institute, paving the (C_entre) D_r Najat Mak.k" Untitled. 2011.

. . c o Mixed media and acrylic on canvas. 50 x 50 cm
2014 (during the construction way for greater collaboration in ) ) ) o :
of Cleveland Clinic Abu Dhabi), the future. Maitha Demithan. ‘Rashid Bin Saeed.’ 2011.
‘Three Generations’ also illustrated an institutional Scanography. 170 x 170 cm
commitment to sharing Emirati culture with Cleveland Sumayyah Al Suwaidi . ‘Contentment’. 2012.
audiences. Digital print. 60 x 30 cm

X (Below) Azza Al Qubaisi. ‘FP’, from the series ‘Palm Eyes’. 2010.
. i . L Palm fronds. 75 x 75 cm
g | uubg.l “IL“_--LL"_ J"'I'Ln'dﬁ alJal Lo Mattar Bin Lahej. ‘image and Body’. 2011.
&l Cleveland Clinic Abu Dhabi MUBADALA Acrylic on canvas. 100 x 70 cm
A Mubadala Company healthcare All images courtesy of the artists.
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NATI 0 NALS' The Nationals’ Gallery is open to Emirati
visual artists, established and emerging.

GALLERY
MEMBERS

Abdulaziz Al Fadli
Abdul Rauf Khalfan

-

Aisha Juma

Amna Al Fard

=

Azza Al Qubaisi

Ebtisam Abdulaziz

Esra Al Farsi

-

Farah Al Fardh
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Through national and international
exhibitions as well as its online directory,
ADMAF promotes the dynamic creativity
of the UAE

Artworks by the Abu Dhabi artist-calligrapher reflect an innovative
combination of science and art. He developed a classical style, rich in
structure and colour before proceeding further. A regular at exhibitions
nationally and overseas, he is also a writer and specialist in Islamic
social history and philosophy.

L

Khalfan is inspired by his vivid imagination and local heritage. His
colourful representations of traditional Emirati themes make reference
to Cubism while guarding a playful edge. He developed a style of
adaptive art he calls ‘rotating paintings’ and held his first solo exhibition
at the Yas Viceroy in 2011.

L

Dubai-based Aisha holds a BFA from the Faculty of Fine Art in Cairo
and a degree from the School of the Museum of Fine Arts, USA. She
taught art in schools for seven years, which increased her interest in
art therapy and child development.

L

The self-taught artist from Um Al Quwain is fascinated with paper and
launched the first paper-quilling guild in the UAE. She is the regional
representative of the US and UK guilds and has been successful in
competitions there and in Japan.

L

The Abu Dhabi-based social entrepreneur, educator, artist, product
designer and jeweller has exhibited internationally including in Finland,
Qatar, Bahrain, Morocco, Egypt, UK, Belgium. She also trains young
creative Emiratis and transforms public spaces through community
projects.

L

The multidisciplinary artist and writer incorporates her unique
perspective on mathematics and the structures of systems to explore
issues of identity and culture through installations, performance pieces
and works on paper. Represented by The Third Line, Dubai.

L

The Dubai-based emerging artist is an Interior Design graduate of
Zayed University. Fascinated by fine art, photography and fashion
design, Esra began her artistic career by exhibiting at Tashkeel, the
public art studio established by Lateefa bint Maktoum.

L

Um Al Quwain-based Zayed University graduate took up paper quilling
in 2004. Since then she has attracted much attention and holds
workshops across the UAE and beyond. Recipient of the Tamaiaz
Entrepreneurship Award for the first Arabic website on paper quilling

L

=

Farah Al Qasimi

Farid Mohammed Al Rais

Hamdan Buti Al Shamsi

=

Jalal Lugman

'

Karima Al Shomely

Khawla Darwish

-

Lamya Gargash

.

Maha Amiri

.

Maryam Al Falasi

.

Mattar Bin Lahej

The graduate of Yale University lives between Abu Dhabi and New
York. She uses medium and large format cameras and considers
music an indispensable part of her studio practice. Farah has exhibited
at Maraya Art Centre in Sharjah and Sikka Art Fair in Dubai.

L

The Dubai-based artist was mentored by Abdul Qader Al Rais and
Mattar Bin Lahej. Today, he seeks to revisit contemporary classicism
in the UAE. He has exhibited at Emirates Palace, Mubadala and Ghaf
Gallery, as well as other prominent venues.

L

Based in Al Ain, the self-taught photographer and graphic designer
has exhibited widely in group exhibitions across the UAE. His
commissioned site-specific digital artworks can be found in the Qattara
Arts Centre, Al Ain.

L

The Abu Dhabi-based digital artist and sculptor is an important name
on the Emirati art scene and has exhibited internationally in USA,
MENA and Europe. He is a strong advocate of Emirati arts practice
and arts education in UAE schools.

L

The Sharjah-based graduate of Chelsea College of Art and Design
is currently completing her PhD in Fine Art. Her prints, photography
and installations have been in many key exhibitions in the UAE and
internationally and can be found in private collections in London, New
York, France, Dubai and Spain.

L

The Zayed University (Dubai) graduate is an Expo 2020 ambassador.
Artist and educator, her work addresses the culture in which she
was born and raised through a contemporary and modern style. A
participant of the Venice Biennale 2009, Sikka Art Fair in Dubai and
the Abu Dhabi Festival.

L

The award-winning artist, photographer and filmmaker is represented
by The Third Line. Her photographic series documenting recently
abandoned houses and structures in the UAE was received with great
acclaim. The Central Saint Martins graduate has exhibited in Europe
and North America.

L

The emerging artist works with acrylic and watercolour, as well as
pencil and charcoal, exploring her personal experiences as an Emirati
artist living and working between the UAE and the USA. Inspired by
studies in psychology, she reflects upon the relevance of commonplace
images and symbols that exist in our visual environment.

L

The Dubai-based emerging artist depicts established symbols of
Emirati culture in an unconventional way, creating a new picture of
the past. In 2011, her work was selected for the cover of ‘40 Poems
from the Desert’ by H.H. Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum
marking the UAE’s 40" anniversary.

L

The Dubai-based, self-taught artist and sculptor has participated in
exhibitions nationally and internationally. His recent series of stainless
steel sculptures inspired by sacred texts were presented in Dubai Mall.
As founder of Marsam Mattar Gallery, he is a prolific arts educator
running workshops nationwide.

.



=

Mohamed Mazrouei

-

Nabeel Al Mehairbi

'

Nada Al Ameri

=

Nassra Al Bunainain

.

Nayef Eisa Al Baloushi

.

Noor Al Suwaidi

.

Noora Al Ameri

.

Noora Ramah

.

Nouf Al Ajami

Having spent the first half of his life in Egypt before moving to Abu
Dhabi, Mohamed’s often incorporates elements of both cultures,
leading to an autobiographical experience. He has held four solo
exhibitions in the UAE and has taken part in many group exhibitions
both locally and abroad.

L

The landscape and portrait artist spent his early years in the UK
inspired by the English countryside. His love of nature has continued
to the vistas of the Gulf and his range extends from landscapes and
cityscapes to portraiture using pencil, charcoal, pastels and oil.

L

This emerging artist was born in Abu Dhabi and started painting at
the age of six. After graduating with a BSc in Chemistry from UAE
University, she continued her artistic practice and has participated
in many local and international exhibitions, receiving awards from
different organisations.

L

Born in Abu Dhabi, the artist and graphic designer treats her work
as a dialogue between opposites, using influences derived from Pop
Art. Shortlisted for the Emerging Emirati Artist Award 2013, she has
exhibited across the UAE since graduating from Zayed University.

L

The emerging artist and UAE University graduate is interested in
graphic novels, video games and character design. Having trained in
IT, he likes to create artworks digitally, exploring Emirati culture as well
as popular global trends.

L

Known for her kaleidoscopic canvases and variegated works on
paper, Noor oscillates between the realms of portraiture and figurative
abstraction. Based in Abu Dhabi, the artist and curator has exhibited
across the UAE, Europe and USA. She holds a MA in Curating
Contemporary Design from Kingston University, London.

L

The emerging artist is a student of media, design and fine art and
works part-time at twofour54. She enjoys painting, photography and
Arabic typography design and was the winner of ‘My Father’'s House’,
a 2010 British Council initiative that celebrated the cultural heritage of
the Arabian peninsula.

L

Born and raised in Abu Dhabi, Noora holds a BA in Visual Art from
Zayed University. Her artistic practice spans painting, drawing,
sculpture, printmaking, yet her focus is in video and photography.
She has exhibited widely in the UAE. Noora is a co-founder of the
collective, Mizmah.

L

The emerging artist is inspired by life experience and features random
incidents and concepts in her work. Consequently she has been
known to spend one or two years on the creation of one piece. Her
work is replete with geometrical forms that invite the viewer to depart
from reality.

L

-

Saeed Mohammad Al Madani

-

Salama Al Mansouri

-

Salama Al Mazrouei

=

Saoud Al Dhaheri

.

Sarah lbrahim

.

Shaikha Ahmed Salem

.

Sumayyah Al Suwaidi

.

Wafa Khazendar

.

Yousif Harmoudi

The Dubai-based mixed media artist has patrticipated in the Sharjah
Calligraphy Biennial where he displayed artworks that detailed
conceptual representations of Arabic typography and personal
reflections of his culture. He continues to pursue his passion and
regularly participates in selected exhibitions.

L

The emerging artist is a self-taught photographer, painter and illustrator.
She has participated in several group exhibitions such as ‘Made in the
UAE’ (2005) and ‘Tracking the Emirates’ (2010) at Ras Al Khaimah
Hospital. In 2003, she illustrated her first children’s book, ‘Red Onion’

L

The UAE University graduate is a member of Emirates Fine Art Society
and has participated in a many local and international exhibitions. Her
work expresses human emotions, through oil, watercolour, acrylic,
pastel, coloured pencils and pencil.

L

The Al Ain-based photographer and digital artist is currently focusing
on a combination of photography, digital art and mixed media to
explore the expression and breadth of his art. A regular participant in
exhibitions in the UAE, his images are infused with colour and humour
illuminating otherwise mundane objects.

L

The emerging artist from Abu Dhabi draws inspiration from the simple
things in life. Working mainly in oils and acrylics, she is constantly
experimenting with new techniques. Her debut exhibition was part
of the 2012 UAE National Day celebrations at Zayed University in
collaboration with UAE Symphony Orchestra.

L

The emerging artist is a finance graduate of UAE University. She has
experimented with different media and in her second year at university,
her work began to attract the attention of fellow students. Since her
graduation, Salem has spent more time to pursuing her artistic practice

L

Hailed as the first female Emirati digital artist, the Abu Dhabi-based
social entrepreneur manipulates seemingly normal and mundane
photographs into masterpieces of emotion and sensuality. She has
participated in exhibitions in the UAE and internationally and curates
many group and open-call shows.

L

The Dubai-based writer and artist is haunted by humanitarian issues
and seeks to evoke one’s imagination through fantasy. Her subjects
have their own unusual daring world and are captured in an acrylic-
blend with other materials. She creates effects and allusions that
reflect a richness in colour and design.

L

The Sharjah University business graduate has held a fascination with
photography since childhood. He has exhibited in several exhibitions
in the UAE and beyond including Sikka Art Fair (2012), Storytellers
at Mubadala (2012) and ‘Three Generations’ (2013/4). He has also
produced several films and works as a cameraman.

.



VISUAL ARTS

TH E By acquiring works from artists of the
UAE and beyond, ADMAF is building

ADMAF ART

a strong symbol of the innovation and
creativity that exists across the Arab

Karima Al Shomaly | ‘Silence I'. 2007.
Acrylic on canvas. 120 x 120 cm.
Part of The ADMAF Art Collection.

Sumayyah Al Suweidi | ‘Feminine Delicacy’. 2012.
Digital silkscreen print.

Part of The ADMAF Art Collection.
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Abdul Qader Al Rais | Untitled.
Watercolour on paper. 70 x 50cm.

Part of The ADMAF Art Collection.

Elham Al Hammadi | ‘Tears of the Ocean 2011.
Wood, plastic beads and lamp.
Part of The ADMAF Art Collection.

COLLECTION

Azza Al Qubaisi | ‘Objects with Functionality’ from the ‘Kurab’ series. 2013.

Palm wood, glass, steel.
Part of The ADMAF Art Collection.

The ADMAF Art Collection consists of works by
established and emerging artists from the United Arab
Emirates and the Arab world. With a special focus on
Emirati visual arts, ADMAF seeks to present a growing
body of work that advocates creativity, innovation and
cross-cultural dialogue. By exhibiting the collection in
its offices and elsewhere, ADMAF seeks to engage,
educate and inform the public about contemporary art
from the UAE and Arab world.

ADMAF has been collecting works of art, craft and
design since its establishment in 1996. Today, it
promotes the achievements of UAE artists through
the collection, which now includes more than 50 works
covering many media and styles of Middle Eastern
artistic expression.

world

Edition 2/3. Video installation.
Part of The ADMAF Art Collection.

The collection is a flexible resource with no
permanent gallery. While some pieces are exhibited
in its headquarters, ADMAF welcomes requests by
institutions that wish to borrow one or more works from
the collection.

ADMAF  welcomes gifts by individuals and
organisations, which are assessed by its Collections
Committee prior to acceptance. Factors such as
condition, provenance, storage and cultural value
are considered. Acknowledgement is given to donors
through ADMAF’s website and catalogues.
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Ebtisam Abdulaziz. | ‘Autobiography 03-07 (still images). 2003-2007.
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GRANTS

Enabling independent

AD M AF G R ANTS cultural expression across

By providing financial assistance as well as skills
support, ADMAF Grants enables people to embark on
artistic and cultural projects that would otherwise not
be possible.

ADMAF welcomes applications from individuals and
organisations across the UAE, who seek to further
artistic practice and add value to society through the
arts and culture. ADMAF offers grants in a number of
categories:

Cultural Citizenship

ADMAF supports UAE nationals, as individuals
or groups, to uphold local cultural expression and
contribute to the ongoing development of the national
arts sector.

the United Arab Emirates

Community Arts

ADMAF supports initiatives by and for a wide variety of
social groups across the UAE, regardless of age, class
or ability. By providing access to the arts, ADMAF gives
a voice to the underprivileged as well as those located
in remote areas.

Arts Education

ADMAF seeks to establish platforms of inspiration for
children and young people so that they may develop
their creative thinking, realize their talents, build upon
the nation’s rich cultural heritage and broaden their
horizons of possibility and opportunity. It provides
grants to individuals, educational institutions and
educational groups to enhance the academic syllabus,
extra-curricular programmes, or capital projects.
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Grant Report 2013/4 Cultural Citizenship

Between September 2013 and December 2014, ADMAF offered Cultural Citizenship grants to six Emiratis. The
support enabled them to develop their creative practice and produce new projects.

Jalal Lugman
For the production of the Emirati dark comedy, '40 Dirhams’ a short film involving university students.

Aisha Abdullah
For ‘Al Jalila’, a documentary on female Emirati athletes.

Rawia Abdullah
For ‘The Sunwave’, a short film.

Nujoom Al Ghanem
For ‘The Nearby Sun’, a documentary on camel owner, Fatima Al Hamly.

Hana Hasan
‘In the Footsteps of a Girl’, a documentary on the UAE weightlifter Amna Haddad.

Shaikha Al Mazrou
To undertake a MA at Chelsea College of Fine Art, London.

EMIRATI IN THE FRAME

ADMAF has supported over 10 independent features, short and documentary films by Emirati
filmmakers over the last five years, many of which have received awards and commendations

both at home and abroad.

Nujoom Al Ghanem is a poet and film director. She has produced and directed eight films
to date. The third project by Nujoom to receive an ADMAF Grant is ‘The Nearby Sun’ — a
documentary about Fatima Al Hamly, the only female camel owner in the UAE. The film charts
her struggles in this male dominated field as she enters the country’s camel beauty pageant
competition and participates in Abu Dhabi’s camel auctions. It is an inspiring film about a

woman'’s pioneering spirit.

‘The Nearby Sun’ received its world premiere at the 2014 Dubai International Film Festival,
winning the Muhr Award for Best Non-Fiction film, the highest prize to be won by an Emirati film

since the festival's establishment.
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Grant Report 2013/4 Education

Between September 2013 and December 2014, ADMAF awarded Education Grants to:

Karima Al Shomaly
To undertake a PhD in Fine Arts at Kingston University, London.

Humaid Al Nuaimi
To hold the exhibition ‘Preserving the UAE Heritage’ at UAE University, Al Ain.

Marsam Mattar Gallery
For its summer arts camp for children.

Maraya Arts Centre
For its public community arts programme.

Fantasia Ballet
For a masterclass with Vadim Pisarev and open examinations.

Nada Salem Thabet Al Hammadi
To attend the Summer Institute in Public Diplomacy at the University of Southern California.

Emily Wang (NYUAD student)

For the visual arts exhibition ‘I'm Feeling 22" at The Space.

ARTS & ACADEMIA

Within the UAE’s educational sector, the fine arts are gaining a foothold across several
universities. It is even hoped that in the not so distant future, the UAE will have an art school to

nurture the nation’s gifted artists and academics.

Karima Al Shomaly’s prints, photography and installations have been featured in landmark
exhibitions in her own country and internationally. The Sharjah-born artist with an MA from
Chelsea College of Fine Art has been undertaking a PhD at Kingston University in London since
2012, supported by ADMAF Grants. Once awarded, Karima will be the first ever, female Emirati

Doctor of Fine Arts.

Her latest solo exhibition in November 2014 explored the subject of her PhD, the Emirati burqa,
and took place at the Edge of Arabia Gallery, London. “Through practices of inscription, ritual
and enactment, my work engages with the burga as an intimate object,” Karima says. “I invite

visitors to look, touch and smell this unique material in the form of many burgas.”
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Grant Report 2013/4 Community

Between September 2013 and December 2014, ADMAF presented Community Grants to:

Khawla Al Rayhy
For tuition in violin, piano and music theory.

Jennifer Simon
For ‘Mural Mania’ visual art workshops for schools.

Rashid Paediatric Therapy Centre
For the Rashid Stars Performing Arts Group.

Rooftop Rhythms
For a series of Arabic poetry open-mike events.

Jason Carter
For ‘A Grain of Sand’, a documentary on UAE music heritage.

YOUTH & MUSIC

Khawla Al Rayhy has been an ADMAF Grant beneficiary for three years. She remembers very
clearly how she became interested in learning the violin at the age of six, “I went to a concert
with my parents, and heard many kids playing the piano,” she says. “And then | heard somebody

play the violin. | loved the sound.”

The eldest of two children, Khawla’s parents wanted to help her but there was nowhere in their
home Emirate of Ajman where she could learn to play. Fortunately, Riad Kudsi, Founder and
Conductor of the Emirates Youth Symphony Orchestra and a violinist himself, was impressed
by Khawla’s determination to master the instrument and with the support of ADMAF, the two

embarked on private lessons.

Atjust 11 years old, Khawla Al Rayhy has performed at several events across the UAE, including

the 2013 and 2014 editions of the Abu Dhabi Festival.
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INTERNATIONAL

ADMAF

With its network of
international partners,
ADMAF is ensuring that the

I NTE R NATI 0 NAL UAE capital is firmly on the
world map of festivals, arts

By the end of December 2014, ADMAF had signed 21
international strategic cultural partnerships with leading
arts organisations around the world.

By aligning with established, non-profit, cultural
organisations, ADMAF is able to channel international
best practice into the UAE cultural sector, thus nurturing
higher standards of artistic creation and delivery. In
addition, it enables both parties to

education and community arts

As a direct result of the visit, Emirati soprano Sara Al
Qaiwani participated in the 2014 Santander International
Summer School, benefiting from its master classes and
training sessions. In March, Paloma O’Shea Artifiano,
1st Marquise of O’Shea delivered the opening note
at the Abu Dhabi Festival 2014 debate on cultural
diplomacy. In 2015, the Abu Dhabi Festival Recital
Series, in partnership with the Queen Sofia College of

Music, will present Ah Reum Ahn,

build bridges of understanding and It enables both parties silver medallist of the 2012 Paloma

dialogue between their countries

O'Shea Santander International

and cultures, thus contributing to the to build bridges of Piano Competition. It is hoped that

enhancement of bilateral relations.

further strategic alliances shall be

Finally, partnerships create an understanding and developed with Spain.

essential channel for both parties

to communicate and share their dialogue between Venice

respective missions, objectives and

activites to a broad and diverse their countries.

audience.

Between September 2013 and the end of the following
year, Founder Hoda Al Khamis-Kanoo and ADMAF
representatives visited Madrid, the Venice International
Architecture Biennale, the Paloma O’Shea Santander
International Piano Competition and the Edinburgh
International Festival.

Spain

In October 2013, Hoda Al Khamis-Kanoo met influential
cultural leaders and institutions in Madrid, including
Casa Arabe, Teatro Real, Cervantes Institute, Albeniz
Foundation and the Queen Sofia College of Music.

Meetings were also held with Antonio Escamez Torres,
Chairman of Fundacion Banco Santander; and H.E.
Gonzalez de Benito, Secretary of State for Foreign
Affairs and former Spanish Ambassador to the UAE.

ADMAF was honoured to attend the
official opening of the United Arab
Emirates Pavilion at the Venice
Biennale’s 14" International Architectural Exhibition.
Under the auspices of The Sheikha Salama bint
Hamdan Al Nahyan Foundation, this historical event
marked the inaugural participation of the UAE.

The UAE’s contribution to the Architectural Exhibition
was an exhibition entitled ‘Lest We Forget’; the concept
of which was originally developed in a series of student
workshops at Zayed University, supported by ADMAF.
During the visit Founder Hoda Al Khamis-Kanoo and
ADMAF representatives met Biennale Director Rem
Koolhaas and his GCC representative Ayad Al Sakal;
Abdullah Al Awadhi and Ghazi Al Mulaifi (Kuwait
Pavilion); H.H. Sheikha Mai Al Khalifa and Bernard
Khoury (Bahrain Pavilion); among others.
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NEW
PARTNERS
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Four distinguished institutions signed
strategic partnerships with ADMAF during
the 2014 Abu Dhabi Festival, each signifying
the beginning of a collaboration to nurture
creativity, education and audiences for

the arts

European Union Youth Orchestra

ADMAF Founder H.E. Hoda Al Khamis-Kanoo signs
the strategic partnership with Chair Robert Albert and
CEO, Marcus Marshall.

The Foundation for Arab Music Archiving
& Research

AMAR Founder Kamal Kassar seals the agreement
with ADMAF Founder H.E. Hoda Al Khamis-Kanoo.

The Prince’s School of Traditional Arts

Director Dr Khaled Azzan and ADMAF Founder
H.E. Hoda Al Khamis-Kanoo sign a strategic
partnership.

Cleveland Clinic Global Arts & Medicine
Institute

The partnership was signed with the Institute Chair
Dr Iva Fattorini MD during the exhibition ‘Three
Generations’ at Cleveland Clinic Ohio.
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INTERNATIONAL
STRATEGIC
CULTURAL
PARTNERS
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ADMAF'’s global network
aims to generate a long-term
beneficial impact on the
UAE creative and cultural

industries

B,

s

@; MARIINSKY THEATRE
Led by Maestro Valery Gergiev, The Mariinsky Theatre
is a symbol both of St Petersburg and of Russia. Since
it was founded 200 years ago, the Mariinsky Theatre’s
glory and international fame have been firmly grounded
in three things: its Opera, Ballet and Orchestra. In 2013,
Abu Dhabi Festival welcomes the Mariinsky Ballet &
Orchestra in its first ever appearance in the UAE.

ADMAF has engaged in two co-commissions with the
world’s first festival of original, new work and special
events, which takes place biennially in the UK. The
Zaha Hadid Pavilion portable performance space was
premiered in Manchester in 2009 and in Abu Dhabi in
2011. ‘Music Boxes’ was premiered in Manchester in
2011 and in the UAE capital in 2012.

ADMAF has worked with the New York music landmark
since 2010. In 2011/12, Ensemble ACJW delivered
workshops and performances, reaching over 500
Emirati pupils. The Declassified Ensemble followed in
2013 accompanied by Carnegie Hall Executive & Artistic
Director, Sir Clive Gillinson who delivered the Festival
lecture at Zayed University. In 2014, Decoda Ensemble
ran what is now a highly successful residency.

Signed in the presence of the Lord Provost of Edinburgh
in August 2012, ADMAF’s historic partnership with one of
the most exciting (and oldest) arts festivals in the world,
is expected to lead to the commissioning of new works;
education & vocational development opportunities
for Emirati undergraduates and graduates; as well as
cross-marketing collaboration.

ROYAL
OPERA

HOUSE

The UK opera house and performing arts venue became
avalued partnerin 2011, which led to the commissioned
revival of the 2009 production ‘Beloved Friend’ for the
2012 Abu Dhabi Festival. The partnership is expected
to continue to flourish in the form of commissions as
well as education & vocational opportunities for young
Emiratis.

The New York City classical ballet company with an
annual season at the Metropolitan Opera House joined
ADMAF in 2011 and made its debut appearance in
Abu Dhabi at the 2014 Festival.
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INSTITUT
DU MONDE
ARABE

dalleliaga

Founded in Paris in 1980 by 18 Arab countries, IMA
joined forces with ADMAF at the end of 2011. The first
manifestation of the partnership was the exhibition '25
Years of Arab Creativity’ at the 2013 Abu Dhabi Festival.

The oldest cultural event in the eastern Mediterranean,
the Festival partnered with ADMAF in 2011. It is hoped
that the relationship will lead to co-commissions,
educational opportunities, and cross-marketing activity.

ADMAF has been a partner of the New York City opera
house’s network for since 2010, and has screened
productions at the Abu Dhabi Festival: Gounod's
Hamlet (2011) and Wagner’s Ring Cycle (2012).
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ADMAF partnered with the centre in 2011. Led by
Wynton Marsalis (Abu Dhabi Festival 2010 artist),
the collaboration is leading to joint initiatives in music

education engaging Abu Dhabi schools as well as
music in hospitals.

Chairman Sir Vernon Ellis signed the agreement with
ADMAF at the 2012 Abu Dhabi Festival. In November
2014, The Cultural Excellence Fellowship, a joint
initiative, was launched, which seeks to provide world-
class training to emerging and established Emirati
cultural managers and creative entrepreneurs.

The Centre for Fine Arts in the heart of Brussels is
expectedtoworkwith ADMAF on future co-commissions,
as well as cross-marketing and educational initiatives
for students and graduates.

The Queen Elisabeth Music Chapel partnership was
signed in 2010. In the same year, the UAE capital
welcomed baritone Jose Van Dam then ‘Mozart
Masterpieces’ at the 2011 Festival, with the Orchestre
Royal de Chambre de Wallonie, violinist Augustin
Dumay and Chapel laureates. ADMAF looks forward
to supporting talented young musicians from the Arab
region in their studies at this extraordinary Belgian
institution.

The non-profit media and journalism educational
institution founded by HRH Princess Rym Ali joined
hands with ADMAF in 2012. Today ADMAF invigilates
admission exams for UAE applicants to the JMI, while
JMI professors give lectures to ADMAF’s Young Media
Leaders.

An agency of the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Institut Francais is responsible for promoting French
culture globally. Since signing a partnership, the two
parties have co-presented a concert by Emirati soprano
Sara Al Qaiwani and pianist Hugues Leclerc.

ADMAF signed with the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organisation in 2013, and has
subsequently co-funded the Arabic edition of the UN
Creative Economy Report 2013, co-published by
UNESCO and UNDP. The Report will be the subject of
an Abu Dhabi Festival debate in 2014.

AMAR assists in the preservation of rare music
archives from Egypt, Lebanon and Syria. Having
supported the album ‘Early Singers from Bilad Al
Sham: Syria, Lebanon, Palestine’, both parties signed a
partnership, which has resulted in The Asil Ensemble of
Contemporary Arab Music performing at the 2014 Abu
Dhabi Festival. In 2015, ADMAF will support a second
album ‘Sami Al Shawa: Prince of the Violin’ as well as
two concerts at London’s Shubbak festival.

ADMAF and PSTA have been working together since
2009 holding annual workshops to nurture Islamic arts
practice in Abu Dhabi schools and universities. In 2014,
the organisations signed a strategic partnership and
are currently working on an Islamic Art Path project for
the 2015 Abu Dhabi Festival.

Signed in 2013, ADMAF has established scholarships
for two eligible Emiratis who wish to pursue an MA in
Art & Architecture of the Islamic Middle East or Music in
Development. The 2015 Abu Dhabi Festival Lecture will
be delivered by SOAS’s Dr Dina Mattar.

Sharing a common goal to foster youth musicianship,
the two parties signed an agreement upon the debut
appearance of the EUYO at the Abu Dhabi Festival in
March 2015. It is expected that they will collaborate on
music education initiatives in the future.

Cleveland Clinic and ADMAF have been collaborating
symposia, lectures and in-hospital recitals for
healthcare students, professionals and patients since
2009. With the advent of a new facility in Abu Dhabi
opening in 2015, a partnership was signed during the
‘Three Generations’ exhibitions at the Cleveland Clinic
Arts & Medicine Institute in Ohio.

83



84

MARKETING

ADMAF
MARKETING &

With a year-round
schedule, the ADMAF
marketing machine
play an important

role in developing

COMMUNICATIONS | =sercsiorves

REPORT

Between September 2013 and December 2014,
ADMAF activities attracted extensive press coverage.
A total of 856 reports about the Foundation and its
initiatives ran across print, online, television and radio,
generating a 23% increase in editorial value. A total of
six opinion-editorials were published in The National
Newspaper (UAE), Al Ittihad Newspaper (UAE), Al
Bayan Newspaper (UAE) and The Huffington Post
(USA) in addition to prime coverage in The Times,
L.A. Times, The Huffington Post, Esquire magazine,
Departures and France 24.

ADMAF extended its media reach by

and highlighting the
significance of the
Foundation’s work

to ADMAF Founder H.E. Hoda Al Khamis-Kanoo as
well as the signing of a strategic educational partnership
with Sharjah University.

Two extensions contributed to the Foundation’s brand
growth including The Cultural Excellence Fellowship
programme in partnership with the British Council and
the Comic Arts Award in association with Mubadala.

Anintegrated communications campaignwas developed
to celebrate ‘Creative Innovation’, the theme of the 11"
edition of the Abu Dhabi Festival. The purpose of the

campaign was to engage a younger,

223% communicating to 8,781,000 ADMAF extended more wired audience, who spend more

people, which was made possible

time seeking entertainment from the

by activating new channels across its media Internet and their digital devices. The
airports, in-flight entertainment campaign consisted of an augmented
systems and cable networks. reach by 2230 reality code readable by smartphones,

Social media continues to be a key

aspect of the Foundation’s digital strategy providing a
number of engagement platforms. 2014 saw 1,941%
increase in Facebook fans, 45% increase in twitter
followers, 1,944% increase in YouTube channel views
and the introduction of the Foundation’s Instagram
page. The Abu Dhabi Festival social media platforms
witnessed steady growth with 24% increase in twitter
followers, 165% increase in Facebook fans and 124%
increase in YouTube channel views.

In addition to ADMAF arts education, community arts,
special projects and festival initiatives, the media
singled out the award of the Order of the British Empire

which was used as a key motivator to
allow them to experience the Festival.

A additional 4 new sessions of the Artists’ Studio;
ADMAF'’s online initiative that inspires and informs
young people about careers in arts and culture; were
filmed and posted on the Foundation’s official YouTube
channel. The sessions include: Vladimir Ashkenazy,
Herbie Hancock, Quincy Jones and Bill Fontana.

The websites of ADMAF and the Abu Dhabi Festival

witnessed 45% growth in traffic with 373,598 page
views and 86,391 new users.
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ADMAF

Value Data Sources

MARKETING

856

no. of media reports

492

no. of media activities

237

media interviews

6

opinion - editorials

AED

3,966,786

editorial value

66,866,522

Facebook total impressions

40,245

Facebook new fans

7,042,642

twitter organic impressions

1,484

twitter new followers

12,851

YouTube channel views

20,623

YouTube minutes watched

3847

Instagram new followers

2.85

Pages/Session on ADMAF
website

113,520

Sessions on website

00:02:14

Average session duration
on website
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Abu Dhabi Festival Audience

29,000 29,100
26,000

24,000
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2010 2011 2012 2013 2014
Since 2010 the Abu Dhabi Festival audiences have risen by 24% reaching 29,183

Abu Dhabi Festival Media Value (AED)

53 million

51 million . @

50 million —

49 million = ) =
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33 million = = = =
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2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

Since 2010 the Abu Dhabi Festival media value has reached AED 0.25 billion

Abu Dhabi Festival Social Media

ft ik fC

2012 2013 2014

Since 2011 the Abu Dhabi Festival Facebook handle has grown by 1,225% reaching 76,064 fans and twitter
handle by 266% reaching 4,800 followers
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ADMAF
PUBLICATIONS

BILL

A number of significant publications
have been released by ADMAF
over its 18-year history as a source
of information and documentation.
While many are accessible online,
they are also available in print

FONTANA

ACOUSTICAL VISIONS
& DESERT SOUNDINGS
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Between September 2013 and December 2014,
ADMAF published a total of 30 reports, newsletters,
magazines, brochures, programmes and books
including the following:

The ADMAF Tribune

Published three times a year, The ADMAF Tribune
features a round-up of the latest news from the
Foundation. These editions have become an essential
part of our annual communications plan and are
distributed to arts audiences throughout Abu Dhabi
and also made available online. Members of ADMAF's
Young Media Leaders programme write two issues,
providing valuable experience in writing arts reviews,
previews and features for the nation’s budding
journalists.

Abu Dhabi Festival Programmes

These programmes are exclusively available to visitors
to the Abu Dhabi Festival's main programme. Each one
offers a detailed insight into the history of the works
presented and performed, and also includes biographies
of the participating artists and organisations.

Bill Fontana: Acoustical Visions & Desert
Soundings

Commemorating his Abu Dhabi Festival 2014 exhibition
and commissions, this is the first major publication on
the life and work of the acclaimed US sound artist. The
bilingual 224-page book spans four decades of creative
innovation.

Abu Dhabi Festival 2014 — In Review

Dedicated to the memory of H.E. Mohammed Khalaf
Al Mazrouei, Adviser for culture and heritage affairs at
the Court of the Abu Dhabi Crown Prince and ADMAF
Advisor, the 11" edition of the UAE’s largest festival of
arts and culture is documented in a photographic journey
spanning 224-pages and accompanied by text in Arabic
and English. This coffee-table book features forewords
from distinguished individuals including the Festival
Patron H.E. Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahyan, UAE
Minister of Youth, Culture & Community Development;
H.R.H. The Prince of Wales; H.E. Sheikh Sultan bin
Tahnoon Al Nahyan, Chairman of Abu Dhabi Tourism
& Culture Authority; His Excellency; Martin Schulz,
President of the European Parliament; and Androulla
Vassiliou, Commissioner for Education, Culture,
Multilingualism & Youth European Commission.
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PARTNERS IN
ARTS
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ADMAF values its collaborations
with the private sector which also

benefit society

A partnership with the arts can provide companies a
cost effective way to associate with artistic excellence
and leverage its corporate social responsibility agenda
while creatively positioning its brand within today’'s
competitive marketplace.

ADMAF has partnered many national and multi-
national businesses since its establishment in 1996.
Between September 2013 and December 2014, it
enjoyed dynamic collaborations with forward-thinking
companies, including Mubadala, which in 2014
invited ADMAF along with leading UAE business and
community leaders to participate in its annual Youth
Forum, which raises awareness about the education
and career pathways available to young Emiratis. This

enabled ADMAF to engage with hundreds of ambitious
young Emiratis from the Emirate’s schools and
universities and share information about its vocational
development programmes and awards. During the
forum, ADMAF presented The 2014 ADMAF Comic
Arts Award to Fatima Al Muhairi.

One of Abu Dhabi’s latest retail and dining destinations,
The Galleria on Al Maryah Island, also collaborated with
ADMAF in 2014 as part of its plan to increase footfall.
In May, ADMAF-supported films by Emirati filmmakers
were screened in the mall’s open-air cinema. In addition,
sculptures by Mattar Bin Lahej and Jalal Lugman were
exhibited along its public promenade.
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CORPORATE
PARTNERS

Strategic Partners
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ABU DHABI TOURISM & CULTURE AUTHORITY

Partner
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MUBADALA

Community/Education Partner

Official Airline Partner

Education Partner

Official TV Partner

Official News Broadcaster

Official Media Partner

Awards Sponsor

Official Venue

Emirates Palace

AbuDhabi s2b]

Supporters

93



ABU DHABI FESTIVAL




ABU DHABI
FESTIVAL

Consisting of 34 productions, 117 events in 35
venues across the seven emirates, the 2014

Abu Dhabi Festival celebrated the creative

201 4 innovation of no less than 38 countries

Creative Innovation

In 2014, the Abu Dhabi Festival celebrated its 11th
edition thanks to the vision and unwavering support
of H.H. General Sheikh Mohammed Bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy
Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces; and
H.E. Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahyan, Minister
of Culture, Youth & Community Development whose
patronage of the initiative is a source of constant
encouragement and

But the challenge we face is in uniting these fields - to
establish a living ecosystem rooted in society where
each part (arts, science, technology, industry) feeds
the other and flourishes as one.

If we invest in our ability to invent, we should equally
invest in our ability to dream, to design, and to
create. To keep such fields of genius in separate
compartments is to deny us our true potential.

By teaching our children

gmdance' The support HIS'[OI’y teaCheS us that |nnovat|0n to p|ay‘ perform‘ take a

of all other partners and

chance and create, we

stakenolders, - especially rarely happens in places where the will nurture their capacity

the Abu Dhabi Tourism &
Culture Authority is also
greatly appreciated.

The theme of the 2014 (music, theatre, literature, art)

Abu Dhabi Festival was
‘Creative Innovation’.
Separately, these two

terms are inspiring in Society needs both not only

themselves but put
them together and they
represent a fundamental
shift in the way we look at
the world around us; a new way that encompasses
what is already known but with an entirely new set of
rules. The result is not instantaneous. It is a constant
process; an evolution of thought. There is an intimate
connection between the arts and innovation. They
share the same DNA. Just like innovation, the arts
push boundaries. Innovation is not only a driver of
the arts (and hence of culture); innovation is a culture
in itself.

History teaches us that innovation rarely happens
in places where the tools of culture (music, theatre,
literature, art) are unavailable. Society needs both not
only to survive, but to thrive.

Abu Dhabi’'s progress in innovation is not dependent
only on the Saadiyat Cultural District, or the Abu Dhabi
Festival or the Science Festival or Masdar or Yahsat,
or many others. Abu Dhabi’s success is the sum of
all parts.

Thanks to the leadership of the nation, today we stand
at the forefront of the global innovation race. We are
building a greater future by transforming our education
system to embrace the intellectual challenges of
tomorrow. We are fostering a spirit of artistic creation
that equals the richness of our heritage. And we are
changing society’s consumption of technology into the
conception of new industries.
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tools of culture

are unavailable.

to survive, but to thrive.

to innovate. When their
passion for physics equals
their love for music; when
their interest in engineering
complements their
fascination for art, then
we will truly become the
entrepreneurial nation we
seek to be.

The Abu Dhabi Festival
has always demonstrated creative innovation. Every
year, we share core ideas with our audience, who in
turn become part of the experience, are inspired, and
add something of their own. This is the spirit of the Abu
Dhabi Festival.

Sheikh Zayed once said ‘Future generations will be
living in a world that is very different from that to which
we are accustomed. It is essential that we prepare
ourselves and our children for that new world.’

In 2014, the Festival went beyond the obvious. It
asked - How do the arts inspire innovation in other
fields? What models can nurture creative innovation
in society? We shall explore all these notions and the
benefits they bring. For what lies behind the genius of
man is a thirst for knowledge that crosses the borders
of arts and science. As the late Steve Jobs said, ‘Itisin
Apple’s DNA that technology alone is not enough — it
is technology married with the liberal arts, married with
the humanities, that yields us the result that makes our
heart sing.’

- From the speech by Abu Dhabi Festival Artistic
Director, H.E. Hoda Al Khamis-Kanoo, at the press
conference in November 2013.

Festival Country of Honour

Each vyear, a country of honour
commemorates the Festival's contribution
to bilateral cultural relations. Previous
designates have been Spain (2013), UK
(2012), Belgium (2011), Poland (2010),
France (2009), Lebanon (2008, 2006), and
Egypt (2007).

The 2014 Abu Dhabi Festival Country of
Honour was the United States of America,
which featured performances by American
Ballet Theatre, Herbie Hancock and Renee
Fleming as well as a landmark exhibition
by Bill Fontana. HE Ambassador Michael
Corbin, US Ambassador to the UAE, was
present at numerous events throughout the
Festival programme.

ADMAF counts five US organisations among
its International Strategic Cultural Partners;
Carnegie Hall, Jazz at Lincoln Centre,
Cleveland Clinic Arts & Medicine Institute,
The Metropolitan Opera and American Ballet
Theatre. Previous festival editions dating
back to 2005 have proudly featured US artists
including Waleed Howrani, Yefim Bronfman,
Joshua Bell, Wynton Marsalis, Natalie Cole
and Al Jarreau.

Guests of The Festival

Each year, ADMAF invites key figures from
the international cultural sector to experience
the Abu Dhabi Festival and participate in its
discussion series, Riwaq Al Fikr. This helps
the Festival strengthen its global profile,
develop key relationships within the industry
and even identify projects for the future. In
2014, ADMAF welcomed to the Abu Dhabi
Festival the following distinguished figures:
H.E. William Rugh

Visiting Professor of Public Diplomacy,
Fletcher School of Diplomacy, Tufts University, USA

Paloma O’Shea Artiflano
Founder & Principal, Queen Sofia College of Music,
Founder/President, Albeniz Foundation, Spain

Prof. Dr. Hatim Aboalsamh
King Saud University, College of Computer & Information
Sciences, Saudi Arabia

Dr. Khaled Azzam LVO

Director, Prince’s School of Traditional Arts, UK

Jed Bernstein
President, Lincoln Centre, USA

Jean-Luc Choplin
Director, Théatre du Chatelet, France

Quincy Jones
Musician, composer & humanitarian

Kamal Kassar
Founder & President, Foundation for Arabic Music
Archiving and Research, Lebanon

Annelies Kaufmann
Secretary General, Paloma O'Shea Santander
International Piano Competition, Spain

Ariane Koek
Director, Collide@CERN, Centre Européen de
Recherche Nucleaire (CERN), Switzerland

Gerfried Stocker
Artistic Director, Ars Electronica Centre, Austria

97



2014 ABU DHABI FESTIVAL
FACTS & FIGURES

115 events over 33 Producti
29 2014

13 - Festival Awards:
35 venues across Initiatives José Antonio Abreu
celebrated Emirati Gustavo Dudamel 24 FiemEe T quesi
{ Emirates cultural identity Quincy Jones
44 press releases across 10 countries 1_ @it Preriere
3 85% 70 29
UAE Premieres capacity for ticketed performance education programme events main programme events

4 Festival Composers’
hospitals engaged

Platform Recipients

38countries represented Theme: Creative Innovation

AED5 6 3 Arab World Premieres 3

. 10 universities and colleges :
million worth of participated 27 schools and Festival
media editorial

centres participated Commissions

Country of Honour: USA 29,183 total audience
strategic
3 partnerships signed 9 2 % AED2 7mi||i0n

worth of PR activity

Youth@TheFestival platform launched free events
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ABU DHABI
FESTIVAL
AWARDS
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The Abu Dhabi Festival Awards
are presented annually in
recognition of outstanding lifetime

contributions to arts and culture

Presented in association with Chopard, the
Abu Dhabi Festival Award has become the benchmark
of cultural excellence. Inaugurated in 2012, the
first award commemorated the eminent Lebanese
conductor and composer, Dr Walid Gholmieh (1938-
2011), and was received by HE Fouad Siniora, former
Prime Minister of the Republic of Lebanon and his
widow, Elham Gholmieh. In 2013, Placido Domingo
was honoured for his contribution to opera, his support

of young practitioners, and his tireless commitment to
nurturing new audiences.

To mark the 11" edition of the Abu Dhabi Festival,
Patron H.E. Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahyan
bestowed an unprecedented three awards upon three
outstanding individuals who have dedicated their lives
to inspiring and engaging youth in music: Quincy Jones,
Gustavo Dudamel and Jose Antonio Abreu.
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SHARING
SUCCESS
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o=hle¥! re>¥1 J3g I
Emirates Red Crescent

From one non-profit to another, the
Abu Dhabi Festival uses the arts in more

ways than one to benefit mankind

Each year, the Abu Dhabi Festival shares its success
of with deserving charities, which receive a percentage
of the proceeds from tickets sold for main programme
performances.

Previous editions of the Abu Dhabi Festival have
see proceeds benefiting the following organisations
UNESCO / The Malala Fund for Girls’ Right to
Education (2013); BraveHeart Children’s Heart Centre
Lebanon (2012); World Food Programme (2011); and
Ewa’a Shelters for Women & Children (2010).

In June 2014, the UAE Red Crescent Authority —
represented by Secretary General, H.E. Dr. Mohamed
Ateeq Al Falahi — received a donation of AED150,000
from the Abu Dhabi Festival and, in addition, signed
a partnership agreement that would see many more
years of collaboration, highlighting the role the arts can
play in the humanitarian effort.
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INCUBATING
ARTISTIC
INVENTIONS

Each year the Abu Dhabi Festival commissions new
work by leading artists, creating a legacy of artistic
expression for the world that is rooted in the United
Arab Emirates.

In the field of music, the Festival's Composer’s Platform
has supported the development and release of five
new works by artists. Between September 2013 and
December 2014, the Festival supported three creations,
which were made available to main programme
audiences through a listening post at the main venue,
Emirates Palace:

The Foundation for Arab Music Archiving
& Research (Lebanon/UAE): ‘Early
Singers from Bilad Al Sham: Syria,
Lebanon, Palestine’.

This remarkable CD box set immortalises the memory
of 28 renowned singers from the late 19" and early
20" centuries, an important yet forgotten chapter in the
region’s music history.

Macadi Nahhas (Jordan): Nour

The latest album by the talented Jordanian artist who
performed at the 2011 Abu Dhabi Festival revives long-
forgotten songs from the region’s heritage in a subtle
blend of styles from pop to jazz, while remaining faithful
to magamat and Arabic melodic structures.

Hiba Al Kawas (Lebanon): Sawtiya Sama’

The Lebanese opera singer and composer's second
album presents a collection of songs featuring the
poetry of Zahi Wehbe, Houda Naamani, Abdul Aziz
Khoja, Nada El Hage and Raghida Mahfouz. Hiba
performed at the 2008 Abu Dhabi Festival and her first
album in 2011 ‘Li'anni Ahya’ was also supported by the
Festival Composers’ Platform.

Through its composer’s platform and
commissioning programme,
the Abu Dhabi Festival is enabling

artists to create new works

In the visual arts, the Festival is developing a track
record as a commissioner of new work. Adding
to the sculptures, ‘Point of View' by Jalal Lugman
(UAE) and ‘Rhapsody of Culture’ by Mattar bin Lahej
(UAE), unveiled for the 2013 Festival, the 2014 edition
supported the development of three works.

Bill Fontana (USA)

Premiered in March, a study entitled ‘Parallel Soundings’
for the Sheikh Zayed Bridge was premiered with a
second work, ‘Desert Soundings’. In an eight-channel
sound recording with high-definition video projection,
Fontana captured the very essence of the Abu Dhabi
sand dunes. The work was presented in September
at the OK Centre for Contemporary Art in Linz, Austria
and again in October at the National Museum of the 21t
Century Arts (MAXXI) in Rome, Italy.

Mohammed Kazem (UAE)

The 2014 Festival also commissioned ‘Directions
(Circle) by the leading Emirati artist Mohammed
Kazem, who represented the UAE at the 55" Venice
Biennale. In his long-running series ‘Directions’,
Kazem uses GPS data to define unquantifiable
natural environments. In tracking his relationship to a
range of geographies and territories across the UAE,
locations become connected to social phenomena. In
the Abu Dhabi Festival commission, Kazem takes this
conceptual project a step further and maps out a shape
(the circle) using GPS data. In doing so, he transforms
the intangible into the tangible, where the alphanumeric
coordinates are assembled into glowing materiality.
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ABU DHABI FESTIVAL MAIN PROGRAMME:
GUSTAVO DUDAMEL & THE SIMON BOLIVAR
SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA OF VENEZUELA
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27" January 2014 | Emirates Palace Auditorium | Debut performance in the Arab world
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THE ASIL ENSEMBLE FOR ARAB

CONTEMPORARY MUSIC
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FOR ARAB MUSIC ARCHIVING & RESEARCH
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MOHAMMED KAZEM: DIRECTIONS
BILL FONTANA: ACOUSTICAL VISIONS &
DESERT SOUNDINGS

THE GULF CAPITAL-ABU DHABI FESTIVAL
VISUAL ARTS AWARD 2014
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THE LEGENDARY HERBIE HANCOCK WITH
SPECIAL GUEST HAMDAN AL ABRI
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VLADIMIR ASHKENAZY & THE EUROPEAN

UNION YOUTH ORCHESTRA WITH GAUTIER
CAPUCON, CELLO
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MILOS IN RECITAL: AN EVENING OF LATIN &
CLASSICAL GUITAR
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AMERICAN BALLET THEATRE PRESENTS

‘COPPELIA" WITH THE DRESDEN
PHILHARMONIC
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