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Under the Patronage of
His Excellency Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahyan

UAE Minister of Culture, Youth & Community Development
Patron & President, Abu Dhabi Music & Arts Foundation




Abu Dhabi Festival's HE Hoda Al Khamis-Kanoo, Carnegie Hall’s Sir Clive Gillinson CBE

and Abu Dhabi Education Council Director General Dr Mugheer Al Khaili join the children for Young Artists’ Day.

Her Excellency

Hoda Al Khamis-Kanoo

Founder & Artistic Director, Abu Dhabi Festival
Founder, Abu Dhabi Music & Arts Foundation

For 10 glorious years, the Abu Dhabi Festival has celebrated the creative
spirit of the United Arab Emirates, united the world through culture, and

paid homage to the principles upon which our beloved nation was founded.

Our tenth anniversary year marked this impressive milestone with an
incredible programme featuring national, regional and world premieres
presented across the 7 Emirates, uniting artists and audiences from the
four corners of the world.

From its modest beginnings, the Abu Dhabi Festival today is widely
recognized as a beacon of artistic innovation, and an ambassador of cultural
understanding. Its impact resonates far beyond the realm of culture;
helping to bond communities, build skills, foster knowledge, empower
innovation and, above all, inspire. These are the elements upon which
society blossoms.

| would like to take this opportunity to thank H.H. Sheikh Mohammed
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme

Commander of the UAE Armed Forces for his support; and to H.E. Sheikh
Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahyan, UAE Minister of Culture, Youth & Community
Development, Patron of Abu Dhabi Festival, and Patron & President of the
Abu Dhabi Music & Arts Foundation (ADMAF), who has played a vital role
in the continuation of our mission to advance Abu Dhabi'’s cultural vision by
nurturing society through the arts, education, culture and creativity. And to
our network of partners that encompass the world, we share our deepest
thanks.

Each year, many thousands of children, young people, and adults experience
the magic of the Abu Dhabi Festival through myriad concerts, performances,
workshops and exhibitions, all of which enable them to discover their own
creative potential. A decade since its humble beginnings, the Festival is
starting to witness the results of its efforts. As we look ahead to another
fruitful ten years, we take pride in the knowledge that Abu Dhabi Festival is
helping to sew the seeds of creativity for the benefit of all.
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Above: The signing of the strategic cultural partnership between Abu Dhabi
Music & Arts Foundation and Institut Francais (UAE) at the 2013 Abu Dhabi
Festival, with HE Alain Azouaou, Ambassador of France to the UAE; HE Hoda
Al Khamis-Kanoo, Founder, Abu Dhabi Music & Arts Foundation; and Denis
Douveneau, Director, Institut Francais (UAE).

Below: Irina Bokova, Director General of UNESCO, and HE Hoda
Al Khamis-Kanoo, Founder of Abu Dhabi Music & Arts Foundation, sign a
framework agreement at UNESCO headquarters in Paris on 28 May, 2013.
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Special Thanks to those who supported Abu Dhabi Festival in its early years:

H.E. Mohammed Ahmed Khalifa Al Suwaidi, General Director of The Cultural Foundation.
Hamad Ahmed Khalifa Al Suwaidi, Head of Management & Finance of The Cultural Foundation.
The management and staff of The Cultural Foundation.

The management and staff of the UAE Ministry of Information & Culture.

The management and staff of the Abu Dhabi Authority
for Culture & Heritage (ADACH).

The management and staff of the UAE Ministry of Culture,Youth & Community Development.
Embassies and diplomatic staff, especially the late H.E. Cyro do Espirito Santo Cardoso, to whom
‘Piano Passion:Yundi in Recital’ was dedicated.

Elzbieta Penderecki, President of the Ludwig van Beethoven Association, Poland.

All participating artists, especially Hiba Al Kawas and Naseer Shamma.

And to all those who have helped make this a Decade of Distinction

Universities

Higher Colleges of Technology - Abu Dhabi
Men'’s

Higher Colleges of Technology - Abu Dhabi
Women'’s

Higher Colleges of Technology - Khalifa City

Higher Colleges of Technology - Madinat Zayed

and Ruwais

Higher Colleges of Technology - Ras Al Khaimah

New York University Abu Dhabi
Sharjah University

United Arab Emirates University, Al Ain
Zayed University - Abu Dhabi

Zayed University - Dubai

Schools & Nurseries

Abu Dhabi Country Club Sports School

Abu Dhabi Grammar School

Al Bateen Secondary School

Al Mawaheb School

Al Nokhba School, Mirfa

Al Shohub School

AlYasmina School

American Community School

American International School in Abu Dhabi

American School of Dubai

Brighton College

British School Al Khubairat

Choueifat School - Um Al Quwain
Emirates National School

GEMS American Academy

Glenelg School of Abu Dhabi

Horizon Private School

International Community School

Les Fanfans Nursery

Liwa International School - Al Ain
Lycee Louis Massignon

Manar Al Eman Charity School - Ajman
Raha International School

Sheikh Zayed Private Academy for Girls
The British International School

Music & Dance Centres

Emirates Youth Symphony Orchestra
Katarina Peers Piano School
Modern Art Music Institute

Ministry of Culture, Youth, and Community

Development - Piano Centre
Bayt Al Oud

Organisations & Entities

Abu Dhabi Homeschoolers Association

Abu Dhabi Municipality

Ajman Elderly Care Centre

Ajman Special Needs Centre

Al Mamzar Centre for the Elderly, Dubai
Alliance Francaise

Cleveland Clinic Abu Dhabi

Dar Al Ber Society

Dar Zayed For Family Care

Dubai Drums

Emirates Wildlife Society - World Wildlife Fund
Emirates Youth Symphony Orchestra
Fujairah Culture and Media Authority
Imperial College of Diabetes, Abu Dhabi
Ministry of Culture, Youth and Community
RAK Special Needs Centre

Resuscitation Theatre

Sharjah Department of Culture & Information
Sharjah Elderly Care Centre

Sheikh Khalifa Medical City

Tawam Hospital

TDIC

Zayed Higher Organization for Humanitarian
Care & Special Needs

Special Thanks
twofourb4

Abu Dhabi Municipality
Abu Dhabi Department
of Transport

Abu Dhabi Police

Embassies of Participating
Nations

Embassy of Spain

Embassy of the United Kingdom
Embassy of China

Embassy of Russia

Embassy of the United States of
America

Embassy of Egypt

Embassy of Brazil

Embassy of Czech Republic
Embassy of Lebanon

Embassy of France

ADMAF Advisors

H.E. Saqr Ghobash Saeed
Ghobash

H.E. Khaldoon Al Mubarak
H.E. Zaki Anwar Nusseibeh
H.E. Mohammed Khalaf Al
Mazrouei

H.E. Noura Al Kaabi

H.E. Razan Al Mubarak
H.E. Reem Al Shemari

H.E. Dr. MahaTaysir Barakat
Sheikha Noor Fahim Al Qasimi
Princess Irina zu Sayn-
Wittgenstein-Berleburg
lan Stoutzker OBE
Terence D. Allen

Saeed Al Balushi

Salem Brahimi

Mary Corrado

Bashir Al Haskouri

Frauke Heard-Bey
Mohamed A. L. Kanoo
Shaikha Al Maskari

Zahra Al Masood

Legal Counsel
Raymond Mouracade, Jurisgulf
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About ADMAF

In addition to the Abu Dhabi Festival presented each March, Abu Dhabi Music & Arts Foundation
(ADMAF) benefits society and contributes to Abu Dhabi’s cultural vision through a dynamic range of

year-round programmes

Established in 1996 by H.E. Hoda Al Khamis-Kanoo, ADMAF is an
independent, non-profit organisation under the Presidency and
Patronage of H.E. Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahyan, UAE Minister
of Culture, Youth& Community Development.

Every year, it undertakes a wide range of programmes and projects,
bringing together multicultural audiences often in partnership with
leading national and international institutions. After all, culture is
the heart of a nation and every person (regardless of age, ability or
circumstance) should have the opportunity to experience its beauty
and meaning.

Inspiring Learners

ADMAF Education fosters understanding and appreciation for the arts
among children and young people. Its initiatives help to shape creative
thinking, spotlight emerging talent, and broaden horizons.

In the course of an academic year, on average ADMAF delivers over 250
initiatives to 50 schools and universities engaging with more than 9,000
children, young people and adults. Through its year-round education
programme, ADMAF uses every art form to add value to the formal
curricula of schools, colleges and universities. Through a diverse range
of lectures, workshops, field trips, exhibitions, concerts, productions
and other initiatives, students receive ‘hands on’ experience that
allows them to enhance not only their educational performance but
also their life skills.

Engaging Society

ADMAF's year-round community programme reaches out to citizens
and residents across the UAE, providing access to the arts for everyone,
regardless of age, ability orlocation. Inayear, ADMAF Community works
with community groups and associations to deliver over 70 initiatives
involving over 4,000 children, young people and adults. Through the
creation of cross-cultural platforms and by supporting traditions of
dance, music, and storytelling as well as more contemporary forms of
expression, ADMAF seeks to empower the people of the UAE so that
they are able to uphold their customs, preserve their traditions, and
share their riches with the world.

Rewarding Excellence.

Every year, ADMAF's roster of national awards galvanises the interest
of young, talented nationals and encourages them to create. The
awards shine the spotlight on outstanding individuals in a wide range
of artistic disciplines including the visual and performing arts, literature
and film. ADMAF is as reactive as it is pro-active and is committed to
supporting independent forms of cultural expression across the UAE
through its Grants Scheme. By providing financial assistance as well as
skills support, it enables people and groups to embark on artistic and
cultural projects that would otherwise not be possible.

As the cultural sector of the UAE continues to flourish, ADMAF is proof
that not-for-profit organisations have a major role to play in embedding
the arts in society, and in turn, nurturing creativity and innovation.

Visit www.admaf.org

ADMAF is the only organisation of its kind in the Arab world with dedicated arts education and community arts teams:

* Proud to be homegrown, non-profit and independent with a formidable network of international partners.
¢ Gives 40,000 children, young people and adults access to incredible arts experiences each year.

¢ Partners with the nation’s universities to achieve academic excellence.

e Supports Emirati artists and musicians in their careers through schemes such asThe Nationals’ Gallery.
*TheYoung Media Leaders scheme has provided training to over 100 Emirati undergraduates.

¢ Pioneering arts therapy in special needs care as well arts in hospitals.
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A Decade of Distinction

2013 marked the 10" Anniversary of the Abu Dhabi Festival. Under the stewardship of ADMAF, it has
achieved international status and has established itself as one of the Arab world’s leading cultural events

2004

2005

Founded in 2004 under the Patronage of H.H. Sheikh Abdullah
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, then Minister of Information and Culture,
Abu Dhabi Festival began as a modest platform for culture in
the heart of the UAE capital. Between 2007 and 2011, the Festival
was granted the Patronage of H.H. General Sheikh Mohammed
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy
Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces. In 2012, it
received the Patronage of H. E. Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al
Nahyan, the then Minister of Higher Education and Scientific
Research who was given the post of Minister of Culture, Youth
and Community Development in 2013.

The Festival Vision

Reflecting the vision of the UAE capital as an international
cultural crossroads, the Abu Dhabi Festival is rooted in the
principles of the country’s founding father, the late Sheikh Zayed
bin Sultan Al Nahyan: tolerance, respect and enlightenment. As
a thriving metropolis that places art, education and culture at
the fore, the Festival plays an intrinsic role by further expanding
the boundaries of creativity and innovation through the arts.
With its portfolio of not one but three programmes — Main,
Education and Community — it permeates the farthest reaches
of the UAE, engaging children, young people and adults of
myriad nationalities by providing memorable and meaningful
experiences that unite visitors, residents and citizens alike.

Creative Connections

Each year, artists from around the world converge on Abu
Dhabi to perform, engage and inspire. Strengthened by a
growing global network of 17 cultural partners, the Festival
has increased its audience from a humble 4,000 to over 29,000
in just ten years.

With 129 events over 29 days in 44 venues across the 7
Emirates, the 2013 Abu Dhabi Festival was a record-breaking
year. Maintaining its formidable reputation as a ‘Festival of
Firsts’, it brought its total number of commissions and world

2007

premieres to an incredible 12, spanning theatre, music and the
visual arts.

Investing in the Future

Since its inception, the Abu Dhabi Festival has placed education
atits core, building upon the vision of ADMAF Founder, Hoda Al
Khamis-Kanoo. By working with a range of academic partners,
it presents a wide range of opportunities for children and
young people aged 18 months and upwards, to demonstrate
just how effective arts-based learning can be in enhancing
studies, inspiring creativity and preparing the next generation
of residents and citizens as they take their place in society.
This thriving and motivational educational programme invests
in the development of young minds; shaping tomorrow’s
leaders by sewing the seeds of creative innovation today.

Access for All

Today, over 90% of the Abu Dhabi Festival each year is open
to the public, providing free events across the country through
its diverse Community programme. In addition to staging high
profile events such as Earth Hour as well as commissioning
exciting new productions by Emirati directors for everyone
to enjoy, the Community programme also works with local
partners in the special needs, health and welfare sectors to
provide unique experiences that complement existing provision
for specific groups including hospital patients, the elderly and
those with profound and multiple disabilities.

As the Abu Dhabi Festival looks back on a decade of
unforgettable cultural encounters, it looks forward to another
10 years of artistic innovation that brings the world to Abu
Dhabi and Abu Dhabi to the world.

Visit www.abudhabifestival.ae
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Rasha Arodaky & Gary Hoffman -Tiibingen Chamber Orchestra with Susanne Calgeer, conducted by Gudni Emilsson
Musica Antigua - Naseer Shamma & Al Oyoin - Nazih Girgis - The Festival Award
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Azerbaijan State Symphony Orchestra, conducted by Farkhad Bedalbeyli - Slava & Leonard Grigorayan -The Armonia Quartet
- Eugen Prochac & Eleanora Skutova - David Korevaar - Naseer Shamma & 24 Ouds - ‘Jason &The Argonauts’
-The Festival Award -The Festival Lecture Series
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Lebanese National Oriental Orchestra, conducted by Dr Walid Gholmieh - Waleed Howrani - Patrick Simper with Olja Kaiser - British
Philharmonic Orchestra, conducted by Roderick Dunk - Anastasia Khitruk & Daniel Propper
-The Festival Award - Children’s Day -The Festival Lecture Series
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Cairo Symphony Orchestra with Inas Abd Al Dayim, conducted by Hassan Mua'ataz - State Hermitage Orchestra & Anastasia Khitruk,
conducted by Mats Lilefors - Elias Rahbani & The National Symphony Orchestra of Ukraine - Piazolla inTime Quintet - ‘Our Mother
The Land’ by Naseer Shamma - Claudia Zorbas - Charbel Rouhana & Eastern Music Ensemble - José Carreras, Angeles Gulin,
Ambassade OrchestraVienna - RussianYouth Chamber Orchestra, conducted by Michail Fradin
-The Festival Award - Children’s Day
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London Philharmonic Orchestra, with Nikolaj Znaider & Jean-YvesThibaudet, conducted by Vladimir Jurowski - Khaled Selim & Asma
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Krzysztof Jablonski, National Polish Radio Symphony Orchestra, conducted by Krzysztof Penderecki - Salzburg Marionette Theatre -The Puccini
Festival Opera & Orchestra -The Met Live in HD - NobuyukiTsujii - Il Divo - Naseer Shamma & The Egyptian Philharmonic Society Orchestra -



World Orchestra for Peace, conducted by Valery Gergiev - Rachid Koraichi -

The Zaha Hadid Pavilion - Carnegie Hall's Ensemble ACJW - Sara Al Qaiwani - Russell Maliphant - Sylvie Guillem - Orchestre Royal de
Chambre de Wallonie - Augustin Dumay - Abdel Rahman El Bacha - Soloists of La Chapelle Musicale Reine Elisabeth - Maxim Beloserkovsky
& Irina Dvorovenko - Globe Education at Shakespeare’s Globe - Macadi Nahhas & The Levant Music Heritage Project - Jean-Guihen Queyras

- Soumaya Baalbeki - Oussama Rahbani - Yefim Bronfman - Russian National Orchestra, conducted by Nicola Luisotti - Al Jarreau - Dmitri
Hvorostovsky - Ekaterina Siurina -The Festival Award - Riwaq Al Fikr Festival Debates - Education & Community Programmes
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The Royal Opera House - Maxim Vengerov - St Petersburg Philharmonic, conducted by Yuri Temirkanov - Sidi Larbi Cherkaoui / Antony
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2013 Festival Facts & Figures

29,000 festival audience
6,710

children & young people
enjoyed the Education
Programme

129 events over
29 days in

44 venues across

7 Emirates

(o) . T
95 /0 average capacity for the Festival’s ticketed events

4 3 72 55 50

universities  nurseries, education | community @ main
schools programme programme programme
and centres events events events

World Premieres of Abu Dhabi Festival Commissions in
visual art (The Christo & Jeanne-Claude Award, Mattar
Bin Lahej ‘Rhapsody of Culture’, Jalal Lugman ‘Point of
View’); Arabic music (‘The Rahbani Legacy’ by Ghadi &

Oussama Rahbani); Classical music (‘Poéme Orientale’
by Bechara El Khoury); and Arabic theatre (‘Bil Arabi’ by
Dr. Habib Ghuloom Al Attar)

Over 48 press releases published in 12 countries 201 3

980/0 of main audience Abu Dhabi

rated their experience as

‘Good’ or ‘Excellent’ Placido Domingo

Arab World Debut for Bryn Terfel; Yundi; Czech Philharmonic; 1 1

Festival Award to
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‘25 Years of Arab Creativity’

Marketing campaign

Festival initiatives
celebrated Emirati
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reached 3 .9 million

Pioneered a new arts initiative for the elderly and continued its commitment

to music in hospitals & arts in special needs centres



United Through Culture GLLGEII jlga
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This page: HE José Eugenio
Salarich, Ambassador of Spain to
the UAE, represents the 2013 Abu
Dhabi Festival Country of Honour.

Facing page: HE Hoda Al Khamis-
Kanoo with UNESCQ's Director
General, Irina Bokova, and UAE
Ambassador to UNESCO, HE
Abdullah Al Neaimi.
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Spain was chosen as the Country of Honour for the 10" anniversary edition
of the Abu Dhabi Festival. The ‘Decade of Distinction’ celebrations were
marked by an outstanding performance by the Spanish operatic legend,
Placido Domingo. HE José Eugenio Salarich, Ambassador of the Kingdom
of Spain to the UAE, also contributed to the festivities by participating as
a distinguished panelist in the discussion, ‘Culture & ldentity’, which was
the first in the series of Riwaqg Al Fikr /The Festival Debates 20183.
Upholding ‘Bilad Al Khayr' (Land of Blessings), the founding spirit of
the UAE, Abu Dhabi Festival continued the tradition of donating a
percentage of its box office ticket sales to fellow non-profit organizations
by presenting a cheque to the United Nations Education, Scientific and
Cultural Organisation (UNESCO). The proceeds from the 2013 Festival are
supporting an education project for girls in Egypt through UNESCO's Malala
Fund for Girls" Education, which is dedicated to the 15-year-old Pakistani
schoolgirl Malala Yousafzai, who was the target of an assassination attempt
by the Taliban because of her defense of the right of girls to go to school.
Hoda Al Khamis-Kanoo presented the Festival proceeds to UNESCO
Director General Irina Bokova in Paris in the presence of HE Abdullah Al
Neaimi, Ambassador of the United Arab Emirates Permanent Delegation
to UNESCO.

T

s =

g

dylainl cullag 169 Sublsll ajjga Wb da A W] dAloo) pubgd Yoo LI
loS 9201093 93wy 8jglawll Igll llo) &dly Jony jlolll Uo 282y Ulajaoll
w0 Uito Woall g pdlwyl el (iyYuy dpwgs dalsw Ularas)l wlaiwl
HAUlarae)l Wigai /1Al Glg) o “dygallg Aoldil” dyjlgall 69aill

&o Lolauwil g )l wlwdoll eea) dllasle o l=jn 2013 pubdgl Ulasdo Unnag
Wl JTYUali gy aglj quidl all gabad jg@soll (e Laliig udl rogdll“ Al 3y dung)
$921in e Al o)AlaT Wilasle (Lo cfauole JA dialeA ey JiA (o Al agny
doloillg roglsllg duyill 6anioll ooVl dolhio (Lo WLidllg cluill oyl 8)ale” “Yilo”
&olp j181ig wlyidllg luill $2J droll gn o9 ol juj=i) v VA9 “gAiuyigyl
Mo pouiy oo “Vilo” §9ain gAaigl dolhio Cidlinl 2 6q Wlidll (s oaig rol=ill
Willg lole 15 posll (Lo Al w51 uwgy Vilo duiliw Al 6a10lill o liolri 2012
iy oaalod! peial/Joll upli Lo YWl dApn 3y ule Jliel Aglag) viny=)
o=l oo wlioll gave laclos

gl Ulagas) i@l paolly unwdoll gilh UuleAll Baa 6aleuw Clodd 189
ol paoll Lbgagy Wyl 6alsu) Epill dogdy api (gidllg doléil pulag yuigo
Aol s Il Wllobl 9o woreill Al e 63w jgrAny g A uigl)



Press Conference
Emirates Palace, 10" December, 2013

Abu Dhabi Festival's 10™" anniversary programme is announced. Media posed questions to a panel consisting
of H.E. Hoda Al Khamis-Kanoo, Festival Founder & Artistic Director; Oussama Rahbani, composer; Mona
Khazindar, Institut du Monde Arabe; Dr Habib Ghuloom Al Attar, actor & playwright; and Amina Taher, Mubadala.
The audience was inspired by a recital from 8-year-old violinist and ADMAF grant recipient, Khawla Al Rayhi.
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Institut du Monde Arabe
Mariinsky Ballet & Orchestra
Placido Domingo

Czech Philharmonic

Joshua Bell

Gilberto Gil

YUNDI

Rahbani Legacy

Bechara El Khoury

Bryn Terfel



' ,Eenxhinmuns. workshops and
i Exd e, It ofers visitors & voyage through
e Comempormry ant of the Middle East and Arab
i Frevaus edifions have presented works by
Na . .
Nl 6,0 X Az (009, Paryy
ETiEin 12010) Rachid A
! - L | Kﬂfﬂ]chi
I!M . b n |
R F
}ﬁﬂm% of Arah,

.,I

25Years of Arab Creativity up=dl €1yl (1o Lole 25

The Contemporary Arab Art Scene ol pyysllyQliaauiio
In partnership with Institut du Monde Arabe LU=l PJll Ao o Go AAIpiIL
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Above: Students and media meet Abu Dhabi Festival Patron, HE Sheikh
Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahyan, the newly appointed UAE Minister of Culture,
Youth & Community Development with The Rt Hon David Willets M.P, UK
Minister for Universities & Science.

Below: Curated by Ehab El Labban and in partnership with Institut du Monde
Arabe, ‘25 Years of Arab Creativity' received its Arab regional premiere at
Abu Dhabi Festival 2013.
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Above: (from left to right) HE Farouk Hosny, former Egyptian Minister of

Culture; HE Hoda Al Khamis-Kanoo, Abu Dhabi Festival Founder & Artistic
Director; Mona Khazindar, Director General, Institut du Monde Arabe; HE
Alain Azouaou, Ambassador of France to the UAE.

Below: Lebanese artist, Nadim Karam, explains ‘Closets & Closets’ to HE
Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahyan, The Rt Hon David Willets M.P,
HE Farouk Hosny and HE Alain Azouaou.
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Above: An exhaustive panorama of contemporary Arab art, the exhibition Ul aauiio Ui i 62916 Apiauin Loljgil )l i Uo Lole 25" Uap=o Jio rodel
offered a fresh perspective on the region’s recent visual arts developments, io Mo 70 pie dppe dga 15 (o Uilauhi Glis 47 £l yua =i nleoll pipsll
featuring more than 70 works by 47 artists from 15 countries.
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Facing page: Visitors to Emirates Palace were welcomed by the 'Elephant Cliloyl b Udao Lle 2013

Trio" by Nadim Karam.
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HE Sheikh Sultan bin Tahnoon Al Nahyan, Chairman of Abu Dhabi Tourism
& Culture Authority and Director General, HE Mubarak Al Muhairi view the
Abu Dhabi Festival commission ‘Rhapsody of Culture’ by Mattar bin Lahe;.




Jalal Lugman'’s 'Point of View’, an Abu Dhabi Festival commission, is il o 5ol Al putbe Al i) Yual Ul Yelab Ly liatu &l pllo
u [ iew u i v ission, i s , e . e .

' ' Ulod) JUaJ “pAjdang” 2013 pubgll Ulapdio (Lo Sl QulAill Joc (e
unveiled by HE Sheikh Sultan bin Tahnoon Al Nahyan, Chairman of Abu ) )

Dhabi Tourism & Culture Authority.



Mariinsky Ballet & Orchestra  LAwi)lo Iy S)glgayl
‘Homage to Fokine’ “Lag0 Ja5Aate] duny’

14t — 15 March 2013 2013 yw)lo 15 - 14
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allet gives a remarkable performance in the
Ing Swan was danced beautifully. Death has
SO gorgeous. A triumphant evening”
Kevin McCardle, The National
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# - “ A wonderful audience and such warm hospitality”
. ' Yuri Fateyev, Mariinsky Ballet

2 . #&3 MARIINSKY THEATRE

- - 1 ;;:E?i

Hoda I. Al Khamis-Kanoo presents traditional bishts to Conductor, Maestro L gd 9piunlodlg Iyiw AjqUl A58 $a il cuinl A 6i gils oAl sad 6awll
Boris Gruzin and Yuri Fateyev, Acting Director of the Mariinsky Ballet. UYL Ao AU pao 4 Quilo (51909 A jose




Pldcido at the Palace  gi1093 gauw\l &o duuiiol

with Anna Maria Martinez and the i AjqVlg juitijlo Ujlo &o
Czech Philharmonic duigojlaloll dua pinill
Conducted by Eugene Kohn UeD gy 02Uy
20t March 2013 2013 ywjlo 20
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“Abu Dhabi's eultural flame is being kept alight by

ADMAEF whose annual festival has been busy paving

the way for cultural dev?;nfnt in the Ernirates” -
e S 9
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Placido Domingo receives the Abu Dhabi Festival Award for outstanding
contribution to arts and culture from Abu Dhabi Festival Patron HE Sheikh
Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahyan, UAE Minister of Culture, Youth & Community
Development in the presence of HE José Eugenio Salarich, Ambassador to
the UAE of the Kingdom of Spain, the Festival’s 2013 Country of Honour.

In association with %@a/
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“This festival comes across less as
an event to pull crowds to their
feet regardless of location, than
as a sleek,well-oiled vehicle for

cultural diplomacy”
Gramophone




Joshua Bell Jw lguibign
& the Czech Philharmonic  dugojlaldll duapinill IyimS)qVlg

Conducted by Jiri Bélohlavek clioVgly §a 62U

224 March 2013 2013 ywjlo 22
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L "ThEMearcapacity crowdwas truly
- rewa with a&evening technically
. brilliant musician

Ip...an &xtraordinary €
force offfature to ld” _

L]
Hugo-_;Berg The National
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“I'm so impressed by the hospitality, the mix of cultures, and the
contrast between the old and the modern. It's fascinating and |
want to come back more and more”

Joshua Bell
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Joshua Bell and Jiif Bélohlavek receive specially commissioned artworks LOUSJ“JUJD Vloelgilh Uitoall 520 62l (Lo Uloliuy ELidVely G g Julgiben
by artist and ADMAF Advisor, Mohammed Abdul Latif Kanoo from Festival otbglldegono Uit Yulao gracg pLaihill gidllgithworhlliaie nono

Founder & Artistic Director, Hoda Al Khamis-Kanoo. Ugillg dolail



A Taste of Brazil: L jlJl (Lo rolsal
Gilberto Gil JLgipulia

" Featuring Dina El Wedidi CRYRLE/IITRYC Uity

23 March 2013 2013 ywjlo 23
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“Gil invited the audience to be involved
with the magic on stage. A standing ovation
proved everyone was grateful”

Saeed Saeed, The National
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Hoda Al Khamis-Kanoo, Gilberto Gil, Dina El Wedidi, Bem Gil and Gustavo
di Dalva with ADMAF Advisors, Mohammed Abdul Latif Kanoo,

Dr Frauke Heard-Bey, Bashir Al Haskouri, Princess Irina zu Sayn
Wittgenstein Berleburg, and Mary Corrado with HE Joao de Mendonca
Lima Neto, the Ambassador of Brazil to the UAE, friends and family.



Piano Passion: il O 21
YUNDI in Recital Gaig) pollellvjlellen |

24* March 2013 2013 yujlo 24
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“Yundi pulled off pieces’ quiet flourishes
and thunderous climaxes with aplomb”
Hugo Berger, The National

81alw Wleldyl donle JAa Uale 21af Ay o’
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Above: Yundi answers questions from the inquisitive audience in a post-
concert discussion onstage at Emirates Palace.

Below: Hoda Al Khamis-Kanoo and Jonathan Mills, Artistic Director,
Edinburgh International Festival with YUNDI wearing a traditional bisht.
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The Rahbani Legacy

By Ghadi & Oussama Rahbani
with The National Symphony
Orchestra of Ukraine

Conducted by Volodymyr Sirenko
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To accompany the world premiere of the Abu Dhabi Festival commission, ‘The
Rahbani Legacy’, an exhibition from the collections of Oussama & Marwan
Rahbani offered festival visitors insight into the lives of Assi and Mansour
Rahbani. The items included manuscripts and instruments, as well as stage
costumes from productions by Mansour Rahbani and those by his sons.

Above: Marwan Rahbani points out his uncle Assi's violin to HE Sheikh Sultan
bin Tahnoon Al Nahyan, Chairman, Abu Dhabi Tourism & Culture Authority.
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“An unforgettable show

Accompanied by a Lebanese choir and Mansour’s son Oussama on

piano, seven of the Middle East's most talented vocalists gave a vibrant
performance for the world premiere of the Abu Dhabi Festival commission,
which was preceeded by a welcome of traditional drumming and poetry.

Previous pages: Left (below): Jassim Al Mass recites an ode to the
First Lady of Lebanon; Co-author of ‘The Rahbani Legacy’, Ghadi Rahbani
introduces the performance.

Previous pages: Right (above): First Lady of Lebanon HE Wafaa Sleiman
with HE Hoda Al Khamis-Kanoo; HE Farah Al Khatib Al Hariri, Acting Charge
d'affaires, Embassy of Lebanon; Rose Antoine Choueiri, Trustee, Byblos
Festival; HE Dr Maitha Salem Al Shamsi, Minister of State & Chair of The
Marriage Fund; Sami Nmeir, Consul General of Lebanon in Dubai and the
Northern Emirates and his wife.
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Festival Gala Ularaoll o
Bechara El Khoury: ‘Poéme Orientale’ WJaAJl6)uin] “dud i)l 621N QI
Bryn Terfel with Victoria Yastrebova loqu il U)ginio &o JOo iy
& the Czech Philharmonic duigojlaldll duaninill lyinajgVlg
Conducted by Jifi Bélohlavek clioVgly g pn 63Uy
26t March 2013 2013 yw)lo 26
m Emirates Palace Auditorium UljloMl pn 6 epiiio




Facing page: Jifi Bélohlavek conducts the world premiere of the Abu Dhabi @M'@#ﬂ'dﬂﬂdgmww'uﬂm'ﬂ@ eLioVglysps :lilioll daanll
Festival commission, 'Poéme Orientale’. 5J9816)uiLy) “Au5 i) 63 n I bl Ulaydo Uo

. Ulo1a0 J9.20.5 (o JIadl Gren il JI8) (5191 6)bin pdiwgoll @lgol iolel
Above: Composer, Bechara El Khoury receives the applause of audience and i i ouball

orchestra alike for his latest work.
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“Terfel brought the elated
audience to its feet”
The Saudi Gazette




“‘Judi ol b0 [Pl Yl LagHl WbV jan o Lub gl Ygaiw’

Joiup

“Abu Dhabi will become the staple diet
of opera in the future”

BrynTerfel

Previous pages: The many faces of BrynTerfel as he performs at the 2013
Abu Dhabi Festival Gala, accompanied by soprano Viktoria Yastrebova.

Above (Left to Right): The Rt Hon Alan Duncan MR UK Minister of State
for International Development; Mohammed Abdul Latif Kanoo, ADMAF
Advisor; Ruth MacKenzie, Director of the Cultural Olympiad, London 2012;
HE Dominic Jermey, Ambassador of the UK to the UAE; Bryn Terfel; ADMAF
Advisors, Dr Frauke Heard-Bey and Mary Corrado.

Facing page: The celebrated bass-baritone Bryn Terfel and acclaimed
composer Bechara El Khoury with Festival Founder & Artistic Director,
Hoda Al Khamis-Kanoo.
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Abu Dhabi Festival Patron, HE Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahyan, HE Farouk Hosny, and The Rt Hon David Willets 83l Alall So Uuitlig A6l Yo W A Ula o (el Eolnoll doily Wluidlg Aolall yjg lad JT)ho Ylad duill pJlzo
M.P, with university student Hamda Rubaya Khamis Busamah, winner of the ADMAF Creativity Award 2013, and degono laoadi Ll 6j5lal (uaubioll ko Ladllojg 2lowg) Uitlos &by 6302 gillg A0L81L (Agi degono Lo ElaVI 6f5Lay
fellow finalists. The ADMAF Creativity Award is supported by Gulf Capital and in association with Chopard. .3)bg b Go Uglsilug JUpLA Lale (1o ey (Jgiollg Aolbill palagi

) Qulf
Capltal
Partners in Growth



Romeo & Juliet - Globe Education, Shakespeare’s Globe «@ ELORE Wolé prunAal o6 UHiLAgya] Wgle - Cailgng 9.100)
Abu Dhabi Theatre, 3- 5" March 2013 Qg EDUCATION 2013 yujlo 5 - 3 2lgoll ula wudgl 2o
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Romeo & Juliet - Workshops CiJgng glo9) Joc UJQ Treasuring Traditions with Mubadala Walio &o WIKIJU clQin

by Globe Education, Shakespeare’s Globe ) puogE. \WOLE i Al o (UiiAgya] Wglé Uo Higher Colleges of Technology (Madinat Zayed) 6anioll Ayl Wljlol dolag (aylj diao) Wl duidill s
Schools and Universities, 3- 5 March 2013 y EQUCATION 2013 Uujlo 5 — 3 Wlzolallg Uujlaoll & UAE University Al Ain, 3%, 4t & 6t March 2013 2013 Uwjlo 69 4.3 sl o

“A huge thank you ... it has JosJl Uiy Wiaclw 26J o) pu s pauiy”
helped deepen students’ dulih ]l s Jnlqil uljlao jjsiode
understanding of the issues of “‘odwsidlelol)l UuAa ule EdhVIg—
conflict and human behaviour.” ;

-~ 2lj Aol (alguul Jlol |
Amal El Sawad, Zayed University . =
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Young Artists’ Day @l uadlgoll gy
Abu Dhabi Theatre, 9" March 2013~ CARNEGIE HALL 2013 wjlo 9 2lgoll Ll . oubhad 2o
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“We were incredibly inspired by the kids.
It was really hard to say goodbye following
the concert!”

Betsie Evans Becker, Manager, Carnegie Hall




Carnegie Hall Music Residency lll: The Declassified Ensemble DLOLWAA ($a d6)06 (Jod L1 o 1T ousioll Yliall
GAREEGIELALL 2013 jlo 12 - 3upuded Uw)lao

Abu Dhabi Schools, 3™ -12%" March 2013
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Riwagq Al Fikr / The Festival Debates
New York University Abu Dhabi, 10" March 2013

Ulardoll Ulgai /pAaQll Glg)
2013 ywjlo 10. g Wjgigui Aol

'Culture & Identity” at New York University Abu Dhabi Institute, featured UL JAA (o Gugall pi=icwlule sgall“Gigallg olbill” dyjlgnll dgaillcun iy
Salem Brahimi, Filmmaker; Sultan Al Amimi, Poetry Academy Abu Dhabi; ¢jgugLdoln 1A 20 Bo UlRUUULeL5ig el 2l Ugiog ualle puiolln > 8rugoll dyl Al
Dr Aisha Bilkhair, Centre for Documentation & Research; Manish Pandey, dro)alal pao) ool Yla b (oAls] &iln) puotalpyl pJlw (o JA G4 Litotw gyl

Filmmaker; and HE José Eugenio Salarich, Ambassador of Spain to the UAE. (Lgnlg @iligl kgl Fapoll) palbduinle . (Aoloillg Anluull Haagi AiLa Koyl
ol $a) Wiluw] A Lo o pd ity Yl gitagy dpwgs 6aleiwg (ollsl &iln) $laibuiuile

Riwaq Al Fikr / The Festival Debates ) Ula o]l Lilgal /340]1 Glg)

Zayed University, 10" March 2013 e 2013 ywjlo 10 yljdsola
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“Do unto others as you would do for
ourself: seek the extraordinary in
every single thing you do.”

Sir Clive Gillinson CBE

Held at the Zayed University (Abu Dhabi) College of Communications JLaidl ala (bl 2lj dola Lo Cotsl 2013 Gaag Ulapdo Wil jia oo
& Media Sciences, Sir Clive Gillinson CBE, Executive & Artistic o) Ki@llg BaQill paolluuiye @A il el A Ga b golle)l rogleg
Director of Carnegie Hall delivered the 2013 Abu Dhabi Festival Jualll ol plalyl 1927 5.6 yoinell lajgag Lbuugell droal Ue Wjgigl Jga
Lecture to students where he discussed the role music plays in Agdul
society and inspiring the next generation.



Riwaq Al Fikr / The Festival Debates ) Ula o]l Lilgal /340]1 Glg)
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Zayed University, 25" March 2013
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‘Arts & Audiences’ was held at the Zayed University (Abu Dhabi) College of Arts and Creative Enterprises and discussed approaches to nurturing 110 56 Ugid doal areq «L05)lg Jgdenl ang Uladiwl Wi cugliy duely il tilelinllg Ugiol dula (Ouagl) Mlj dola o Uglril*jgao il ol dyjlgnll 691l Croysl
audiences through meaningful experiences that excite, engage and inspire. The panellists were Jonathan Mills, Edinburgh International Festival; Ruth Jsein) YU bg (Ugiel 6 juin)l duuing o) pouwléll jgn dapinl (2012 Uil o droldill dpeloll L)) il lo tig) (pJeadl 8 ial Ularae) jlio YUlign dajUiies Elaylg rolalyl

MacKenzie, London 2012 Cultural Olympiad; Sheikha Hoor Al Qasimi, Sharjah Art Foundation; and Lisa Ball-Lechgar, ADMAF (Ugidllg dolbill sukhglidegono)



Riwagq Al Fikr / The Festival Debates
New York University Abu Dhabi, 27" March 2013
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“We grew up
surrounded by culture.
Mansour Rahbani was

a great thinker.”

Oussama Rahbani

. r=
-
In association with New York University Abu Dhabi Institute. ‘The Rahbani Legacy - The Path of Bees’ discussed the musical Uo JA i Uiiey diia Pl @il (o Wil Jilg jgniog puale iln i (g Al joa Cgliig wotkagil wjgygu dola &o U9tk “Uaill dipa :odua iyl dyjlgadl 9aill Croysl
influence of the Rahbani brothers and their children. The panel featured Oussama Rahbani, Henri Zoghaib, Hala Nahra, and WUl Eaeq Ulgro (o US Jgrang.dpai dla drolledlwpngasd ke .o (L) ciej s o rebillodua gl dolwl ylioll

Dr. Ghazi Kahwagi and was attended by Marwan Rahbani, and Ghadi Rahbani.



The Christo & Jeanne-Claude Award 2013
Patron: H.H. Sheikha Shamsa Bint Hamdan Al Nahyan
New York University Abu Dhabi, 12" March - 6% April

Presented by New York University Abu Dhabi, in partnership with ADMAF. The Christo and Jeanne-Claude Award is a launch pad
for young visual artists in the UAE. The inaugural award-winning piece ‘Mirari’ (Mirage) by Zayed University student Sheikha Maryam bint Sultan bin
Zayed Al Nahyan was premiered at the Abu Dhabi Festival, before touring the UAE.
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Back To School With Mubadala .
A2 2013 ywjlo 27 — 14.Lubagd Uw)lao
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Abu Dhabi Schools, 14" - 27" March 2013 MUBADALA A
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Festival in Focus with Mubadala
Abu Dhabi Schools, 14" - 26" March 2013

aJaliL o
MUBADALA A

“Anyone doubting the Abu Dhabi
Festival's education pedigree should
check out the guest names for its
students-only programme”

Saeed Saeed, The National
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Scottish Opera ‘Sensory O’
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“Sensory O” ailiswyl Ipqll

Les FanFans Nursery & Zayed Higher Organisation, 17" - 215t March 2013 L 2013 ujlo 21 - 17 dnlallulalinylGeig dpluwil dylel) Yol a)lj duningog ‘Les FanFans” dilan




Lest We Forget: Emirati Vernacular Photography J Jg0 LD WijloYl B pAlA s i i)
Zayed University, Abu Dhabi, 18" March & 20" March 2013 2013 yujlo 20 - 18 . uulagllyljd=ola
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“The start is strong, the standard
of organisation is high and the
engagement of Emiratis is clear”

Al Khaleej




Big Sing Abu Dhabi!
Brighton College, 27" March 2013

“Thank you for making such an inspirational
week possible. Pupils, parents and staff are
still buzzing with excitement.”

Mark Batten, Brighton College

130 Uequul( Lo mlilea oAl ro.lej_b_w

GIquiril lafie 3 6J.E1alg plalyuMola
“UL911g09Jgol sWolLilh A a g

Ughlp auls (Ul Jjlo

g . w e _ ..g-!i
2013 ywjlo 27 Wodlp duls




L

. g

B

Big Sing Abu Dhabi! brought together the internationally acclaimed Bryn Terfel and the dynamic conductor Tim Rhys Evans (above) with the
choirs of Brighton College Abu Dhabi and Emirati a capella quartet SAMA (pictured) for an inspirational evening of song.
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Ways Of Seeing with Mubadala
Emirates Palace, 6" March 2013
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Vays of Seeing with
lubadala
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Part of ADMAF's yearround education programme, ‘Ways of Seeing’ with Jlao Ule AilYles &I Gl Weiollg Aoldill Hulagl degonol ol Aol jUa] o
Mubadala series played host to the curator of ‘25 Years of Arab Creativity’ ole Uleolalig uujlaoll dulind dyn AMLA] “dalo Eo Ul Ll 6)alo oasi ol
Ehab El Labban, who gave a masterclass to students of Zayed University. L0 3lj d=ola duln =16) Cliori 289 (il Lol Go lleldd :lolg pnlsoll ol
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Abu Dhabi Festival Visual Arts Award
Emirates Palace, 5™ - 315t March 2013

Above: Winner of the 2013 Abu Dhabi Festival Visual Arts Award: ‘An
Overthrown Throne’ by Shakhbout Al Kaabi, Visual Arts undergraduate,
New York University Abu Dhabi.

“In this work, | hope to illustrate that, during the past 2 years, regimes,
depicted here as ‘thrones’, have collapsed by the sheer will of the
people... | was inspired by the contemporary Arab exhibition held in
Emirates Palace, especially Driss Ouadahi’s ‘No Return’ triptych (pictured).
| sincerely hope that this photograph serves to illustrate a similar theme;
namely, the fact that a better future lies in moving forward and adapting to
the new circumstances.”

- Shakhbout Al Kaabi
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Jalal’s Art Trip: Urban Trek & Exhibition TN EUrbanTrek dLid)l JAa dlaj yap=o
Various locations & Ghaf Gallery, 61" — 16 March 2013 e ;,p 2013 uujlo 16 — 6 51AT63)1.0c &blg.0g LAl el Wkl UALRo




Bayt Al Farabi oLl
Bayt Al Oud, 7" - 8" March 2013 2013 UJJJL08—7WJ5<;J_T‘395LHU__44

i

The Festival's ‘Bayt Al Farabi’ returned for the second consecutive year to pay homage to the great musician, philosopher and scientist ode QU diw Dl puAgT Yla ko o “odLI CLy 6)alo JUn] b (1 gl jgil dajUiiog apie Lde 8208 LAl ol il Ay olg Wlomi G669 wolai Uy b Guuof
Abu Nasr Muhammad Al Farabi (872 - 950AD). The programme featured Sherine Tohamy & the Najmaat women’s ensemble and o8 gollg Ugiol oglellwojleoll ualio ub tuAllojniol A G19 (950 — 872) uljlell xono pini Ul W LiGlg rodlel Gyl Cudl 2l@inlwJigill
Takht Al Emarat, led by Ali Obeid and featuring special guest, Anwar Abu Dragh (pictured).
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“The students are still talking about the
wonderful performance”
Rosie Tennent, Higher Colleges of
Technology (Madinat Zayed)




The Story Mile "V éaJalao oMl (o WILLAA
Abu Dhabi Corniche, 10t — 29t March 2013 s MUBADALA A 2013 Uwjlo 29 — 10. gl UiLijes
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The Mangrove
Masquerade

“From artistic events to educational Ulalaog Joc Ubjgg duoil=i wijaliog duio ldleo
Initiatives, the Abu Dhabi Festival enriches ol ji2IgoBeiula)ae ol
and strengthens national identity” i ]

AiljloVl dug Pl dQran
Al Roaya




World Storytelling Day
Abu Dhabi Heritage Village, 20" March 2013
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ARTastic! { 4 CLw )l
UAE Special Needs Centres, 12 - 28" March 2013 ====== 2013 yujlo 28 - 12. &l Wljloyl pie dnlall lalinyl 593 jAlro
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Arts & Health Lecture P R ) ell=llg UgiQll
Zayed University, 26t March 2013 = fmmmsmms 2013 Ujlo 26 .y1j d=ola

COMMUNITY
PROGRAMME

Students attend an Abu Dhabi Festival lecture on arts and health in association with Cleveland Clinic Abu Dhabi (CCAD) featuring Iva Fattorini, Chair of the Woall xaeoll o Kingils Ll laoadiwel il s A A So Ugleiily i Ula o (o r@lsllg Ulh Uilpalas ok 8palao Ll Usoiuy Wlloyl olwlall
CCAD Global Arts and Medicine Institute, Heart Surgeon Johannes Bonatti, and Senior Director of Medical Informatics Manish Kohli. WA yiilo wlilojg@il JUayatol Joll paollg wxiligyuuilaga wildll eling @llslig Ugiel




Music in Hospitals TOSHIBA Oleuiriuoll b LSiwgoll
Abu Dhabi Hospitals, 18" - 20" March 2013 & Laadiag iunzvatn 3 2013 Yw)jlo 20 - 18.uagyl wleubiinio
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“For many patients, the sounds of instruments
were very comforting and uplifting.”

Ahmed Al Mansoori, Sheikh Khalifa Medical City




Words of Wisdom TOSHIBA Jsainl o
UAE Elderly Care Centres, 25" - 271" March 2013 esseg imasses =+ 2013 yw)lo 27 — 25 Gl wljlol e Yol dule) jAljo




The UAE in Colour TOSHIBA LoVl U
Al Gharbia & Northern Emirates Schools, 251 - 27" March 2013 tessss imesases 2013 uwjlo 27 — 25 .dylouit)l Wiljlolg Ayl dénioll yujlao
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Dar Al Ber Orphanage, 27" April 2013

Let’'s Make Art at Dar Al Ber!




Dar Zayed On Tour!
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Lesesy invadaesa §

Manarat Al Saadiyat, 9" March 2013




Earth Hour - Switch off Your Lights! ﬂ o3la i gai Lol 6glaa jlgilll el - ya )il delw

Abu Dhabi Corniche, 23 March 2013 - W TOSHIBA

“The Abu Dhabi Festival is perhaps duoinoll dnioll pubglUlarao Jios
the most far reaching and impressive &0 Uo Jgaonll dilalig dialall
of them all” ‘Eolinoll Adlub

Time Out Abu Dhabi
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The Festival's student ambassadors rush into the exhibition ‘25 EluMlo Lole 25" Ay o Gels algaa dant (o pbgll Ula o clpow wllall Filmmaker Manish Pandey discusses ‘Culture & Identity’ at New Lo AL poMLe)l JSlwg 5an] 94246 Ippola Guwac JUA (Lo Glail uitsile ool &iln
Years of Arab Creativity’ to take their positions for the opening. Eghillulgduio Uo Urale Lingh) Loy Ul *up=l York University Abu Dhabi to a focused audience and media. jgugu doln o “Aigallg AolS1N dyjlgnll 591l
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Scores and costumes are prepared for the performance - just Ulaparo W6 (Lo agWl yare Jus diala (Wadoll bjig dué gl ilhgh Aol Orphans from Dar Zayed take their first steps into the Saadiyat O Wbazull §)lio o dyiell wilhgrzoll le eal Agn o Alj JIa o JWa bl
another day in the life of the Mariinsky Ballet & Orchestra. oailodl i A)glg aul slacl 8Un b pAT g ] 2013 Hulagll Story at Manarat Al Saadiyat, while Carnegie Hall's Sir Clive Ulzolall dulin) aipnlag e JUATLT OO Uuuiplie A A punllyulsy loiywodagy
Gillinson takes a last look at his notes before the Festival Lecture. ol Ularao Wlpalae Uoe dyilLoyl
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From patron to participant, the world’s media clamour for stories Ao (Lo 2013 Lubdgll Ul pare W Uitell jenl Bl Ula ol el pdlzo Lo While Bryn Terfel enjoys some traditional Arabic coffee after a breathtaking G o=l wjllluan g duysl 6g a6l §la o1 J6 15 UH [HeYI o &iciuy loiy
T Aollellg Ayl ileyl g BUns rlolal wils oo Lilodl Go Wl performance, YUNDI is beseiged by young fans. UL (o Uag ol alén Liis &ubail CLogll Ay



1T 8
(I ]

'h

P
»
o

The artists of ‘Three Generations’ are caught in the frame with
HE Sheikh Sultan bin Tahnoon Al Nahyan and Hoda Al Khamis-
Kanoo; while the debate heats up at Riwag Al Fikr.

Lole 25" a0 0 “dgall llon /JUnT ALY elis (o UgS)Litoll Ugtillod Ugiliall
wu) Ul Jigginb iy ulalw auidl pJlseo o diclen 6)90 (0 oyl ElUo
G20 6aullg dial) rolell paollwspaoll elo 6alsiwg [Aoldillg dnlunll pulhg die
“Ayq.allg Q51011 dyjlgnll 6921l Yoh Aleldl Qod 0 Jgaonll Jal) Loiygila yutoAll
Ularaollwlgai/padligly) jual o

Festival VIPs relax in the exclusive lounge overlooking the Jedonlcslany Jowll ,og wilhloyl Hndit sdalivl do b o pugUlardo WeLA Jus
Arabian Sea at Emirates Palace, as excited audience members oA - elgoll il e Kb Ualal pAlAIl S 6 de Ulapdollyagre FAlaT ule
collect their tickets from the Festival Box Office at Abu Dhabi Theatre.



Festival artists were surprised to receive very special portraits from the degono o Anlall aypijgul Jloel Ugoliu Ularaoll uagie kb UgA bitoll Jgilial
'Question of Identity’ series by ADMAF Advisor and artist, Mohammed wulao gacg ol glelgita i bl aie Ao lajail il “digall JI§w”
Abdul Latif Kanoo. Ugiellg doloill pulhgiidegono $ilitinio
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By Chris Gordon

THE ST, PETERSBURG TIMES

n March 14 and 15, the

Mariinsky Ballet and

Orchestra were basking

in the sunny glow of

Abu Dhabi, the capital
of the United Arab Emirates, in more
ways than one. The troupe was there
for their U.A.E. premiere and to open
the international portion of one of the
region’s annual arts festivals of global
significance.

“It was really spectacular, just beau-
tiful,” said Hoda Ibrahim Al Khamis-
Kanoo, the founder of the Abu Dhabi
Music and Arts Foundation and the
presenter of the Abu Dhabi Festival.
“We had a full house, with people want-
ing to come in, but now the hall is be-
coming too small for the Mariinsky. We
have to get a bigger hall. We had a num-
ber of members of our ruling family and
the royal cabinet who stayed for hours
and hours and hours,” she said.

In celebration of its 10th anniversary
this year, the Abu Dhabi Festival pre-
sented two performances of “Homage
to Fokine,” the Mariinsky’s collection of
short ballets by iconic choreographer
Michel Fokine. These are the works that
propelled Ballets Russes legends Anna
Pavlova and Vaslav Nijinsky into the
consciousness of world ballet and revo-
Iutionized the staid, predictable world
of classical ballet over the course of two
Paris seasons in the early 1900s.

Only Connec

The Mariinsky Ballet launches a new cultural exchange initiative while wowing audiences in Abu Dhabi.

firsthand the artistry of what is possibly
the worlds greatest ballet company.

“All this opens doors to new innova-
tion, to a new form of art,” said Al
Khamis-Kanoo, speaking to The St. Pe-
tersburg Times at the festival.

“Talso see a growing cultural indus-
try— this did not exist before —to be a
stage manager, to be a lighting engineer,
to have the interest to go into the cul-
tural industry and study all of that,”
said Al Khamis-Kanoo.

The Mariinsky Theater’s appearance
isnot the first time that Russian perform-
ers have participated in the festival.

Asa festival of firsts and gateway to
b the UAE., the Abu Dhabi Festival
under Al Khamis-Kanoo has seen per-
formances by The Bolshoi Ballet and
£ Orchestra, the Russian National Or-
; chestra and The St. Petersburg Philhar-

Michel Fokine's ‘Chopiniana’ was on the program when the Mariinsky Ballet and Orchestra performed at the Abu Dhabi Festival.

On the program were “Schéhéra-
zade,” “Chopiniana,” “Le Spectre de la
Rose” and “The Dying Swan,” which
was revived especially for the festival.

The performances took place on the
stage of the Emirates Palace in Abu
Dhabi, which is one of the world’s most
spectacular and luxurious hotels.

The appearance by the Mariinsky
Ballet and Orchestra also inaugurated
the start of a unique, long-term strate-
gic partnership with the festival.

Signed in 2011 between the Mariin-
sky Theater’s artistic director and prin-
cipal conductor Valery Gergiev and Al

Khamis-Kanoo, the agreement focuses
on artistic cooperation, education and
cross marketing,

The partnership, which is non-com-
mittal and non-binding with no specified
end date, will see the Mariinsky Ballet,
Orchestra and Opera appearing at the
Abu Dhabi Festival every three years
and may include the co-commissioning
of new work. The next performance by
the Mariinsky Theater will be in 2016.

The relationship with the Mariinsky
Theater deepens and extends the con-
cerns of both Al Khamis-Kanoo and
Gergiev, who are both deeply and pas-

sionately devoted to education. The
Abu Dhabi Music and Arts Founda-
tion’s commitment to raising a new gen-
eration of Emerati citizens to embark

monic. Valery Gergiev conducted a
program of Tchaikovsky and Prokofiev
with the World Orchestra for Peace at
the festival in 2011.

In addition to performances of
Fokine’s ballets by the Mariinsky, this

TheNational
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The Mariinsky Ballet's Abu Dhabi performance closes with Scheherazade. Courtesy of Abu Dhabi Festival

Love and life for all to enjoy

Balancing the sublime and
powerful with themes of dreams
and lust, the Mariinsky Ballet gives
aremarkable performance in the
capital, says Kevin McCardle

The Mariinsky Ballet is one of Russia’s old-
est and most esteemed companies, with
a storied history and a central place in the
development of classical dance. At the Abu
Dhabi Festival performances on Thursday
and Friday, four works were presented, in an
homage to the company’s leg-

endary choreographer Michel

Fokine (he was with the Mari-
insky from the late 19th cen-

metrical composition. As a plotless work, it is
adistillation of the essence of classical dance
- and perhaps the programme’s most chal-
lenging for the audience. Iwonder whether it
was the wisest choice to open with.

After the interval, two brief but famed works:
Le Spectre de la Rose and The Dying Swan. Le
Spectre, the reverie of a girl back from her
first ball, offers a male soloist the spotlight;
this was a sublime evocation of dreams and
longing. The Dying Swan, perhaps the most
famous solo in all classical ballet, was danced
beautifully, with those famous, fluttering

arm movements married to
tiny, delicate steps en pointe.
Death has seldom looked so
gorgeous.
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Fokine wasn’t interested in
sterile virtuosity for its own
sake - for him, virtuosity was
a means to deliver emotional
expression; all classical dance
after himis in his shadow.

The programme began with
one of Fokine’s most revolu-
tionary works - the plotless
Chopiniana (perhaps better
known as Les Sylphides). The whit|
male troupe surround the male sq
Poet, as he searches for his Muse.

eveninﬁ’s dance, this suffered fr

Visionary Clive Gillinson’s tenure at the helm of Carnegie Hall has been marked by forging of partnerships, including with Admaf

Building bridges
through music

Sir Clive Gillinson is on a mission to groom young
icians and reach out to commumities far and wide

mus

He also said that their participation is a
part of the Hall’s mandate to give back to
the community, whether in New York or
elsewhere, no strings attached.

“We tend not to do quid pro quo. We
do not say, if you take this, we will take
that. Everyone gets to choose their own
programming and it is never good if you
do things on a trading basis,” Gillinson
explained.

“We will not do exchanges or trades
because we do not think that’s the right
idea for anybody. Each person must
choose what they want to have that com
plements the programme and what they
are trying to create. The minute you start
doing exchanges or trades, you have to
do your programme around the fact that
they want to do it like that when, re-
ally, you should be conceiving your pro-
gramme as a whole.”

|
Receive and give

One outcome of this passion for musi-
cal education and a community of musi-
cians was the creation of The Academy

Ry e ey

young professional musicians for careers
that combine musical excellence with
teaching, community outreach, advoca-
cy, and leadership.

“I'm very proud that we were able to
create this programme. There’s no reason
why someone cannot do something like
The Academy in other countries. It does
not have to be about classical music and
it is not about classical music, it’s sim-
ply about music,” he said. “If someone
wants to train the best young musicians,
it is a very replicable model and it would
be great if people did it elsewhere. At the
moment no one has because you need
a lot of resources, because there is so
much training and it is very demanding
putting a course like that together. But I
think, like everything you create, once it
is done, it has its own grand plan.”

Gillinson spoke about The Academy
during a special lecture for students at
Zayed University on March 10 as part of
the 2013 Abu Dhabi Festival's educational
programme.

“I discussed the concept behind it to
Hoda Al Kamis Kanoo (Admaf’s found-
er) and she said she would love to have

© Peter Murphy 2008

Gillinson also spoke proudly of the
establishment of the US National Youth
Orchestra, which is the first programme
that unites young musicians from across
America. It is set to begin in the summer
of 2013.
“They will not only be brought to-
gether with professional musicians but
will also be given an opportunity to per-
form in the US as well as international
locations such as Moscow, St Petersburg,
London and China in the first two years.
In the third year, I would love to bring
them to this region to perform,” he said.
As for other projects that are on the
horizon, Gillinson said, “For the next
stage for Carnegie Hall, the biggest single
thing that I have identified is to continue
building our educational programmes.
“At present, we are helping an average
of 400,000 pupils and we have 700,000
audience members every year. We are
always searching for ways to share this
with the world in one way or another.
Everything we are doing is about how
we can make the greatest contribution to
people’s lives, in America and around the
world, through our existing partnerships
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Abu Dhabi Festival makes musical history
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The performances were attended by a
colourful mixture of “expats” and Emiratis
and almost always sold out.
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Abu Dhabi Festival to
inspires next generation

Von Robert Quitta

Wenn jetzt der Reihe nach Opern:
und Konzerthduser in der Golfre-
gion erdoffnet werden (etwa in
Muscat/Oman und Manama/Bah
rain), mag das nicht zuletzt das
Verdienst des Abu Dhabi Music
and Arts Festivals sein, das zuerst
das ,Virus* der klassischen west-
lichen Musik in diese Weltgegend
eingeschleppt hat. Einst einsamer
Rufer in der Wiiste, schallen dem
Admaf (wie es kurz genannt wird)
seither mehrere Echos aus den
Nachbardiinen entgegen. Wih-
rend jene ,Nachahmer* aber mitt
lerweile iiber eigene Spielstitten
verfiigen, verzogert sich unge-
rechterweise die Fertigstellung
,seines (von Zaha Hadid geplan-
ten) ,Performance-Centers“ auf
der grandiosen Museumsinsel
Saadiyat (Guggenheim, Louvre,
Meeres- und Nationalmuseum)
noch mindestens bis 2018,
Ungeachtet dessen feierte die-
ser Pionier des arabischen Klas-
mports soeben sein zehnjihri
ges Bestehen. Und zwar immer
noch im scheinbar ewigen Provi-
sorium des sogenannten ,Audito-
riums*, einem ziemlich ungeeig-
neten Konzertsaal in einem entle-
genen UntergeschoB des ,Emira-
tes Palace®. Jenem beriihmten
7-Sterne-Hotel, das in seiner Mo
numentalitdt und Vollfalschver-
goldung nicht von ungefihr an
Ceausescus megalomanen ,Volks:
palast® erinnert. Und daher, abge-
sehen von der untragbaren Akus-
i i ade-Nieder-

ziehung, Demokrati
gentlich komplett zuwiderliuft.
Wie dem auch sei: Die Auffiih-
rungen waren von einer bunten
Mischung aus ,Expats“ und Emi-
ratis bestens besucht und fast im-
mer ausverkauft.

e aamakend o i

W Hohepunkte aus Abu Dhabi zwischen
Domingo und den Rahbani-Briidern.

Heimlicher Held des Jubila-
umsfestivals war mit Sicherheit
die ihrem Ruf alle Ehre machende
ausgezeichnete Tschechische
Philharmonie, die nicht weniger
als drei Weltstars bei ihren Kon-
zerten begleitete: Placido Domin-
g0, Joshua Bell und Bryn Terfel.

Domingo bewies einmal mehr
seine  Unverwiistlichkeit —und
schiittelte trotz 24-Stunden-Flu-
ges locker ein buntes Programm
aus Verdi, Wagner, Lehar und
Kalman aus dem Kehlkopf.

Wie im Himmel

Joshua Bell wiederum erhob mit
seiner Interpretation des Bruch
schen Violinkonzertes so manch
einen Wiistenbewohner ,in den
Himmel* (wie mir ein traditionell
gekleideter Einheimischer ver-
ziickt ins Ohr fliisterte).

Bryn Terfel hingegen, dieses
ausgefuchste Biihnentier, raumte
alles ab, was zum Abraumen wa
Schon seine gelungenen Confe-

rencen, seine Witze {iber Boito-
hassende Hunde und Luxusauto-
liebende Araber sowie sein mit
verschiedenen Biihnenrequisiten
hantierender Dulcamara aus ,Eli-
sir d’amore” lieBen ihm die He
zen zufliegen. Aber als er dann
bei der letzten Zugabe ins Par-
terre hinunterstieg und zum ,Don
Giovanni-Stindchen® verschleier-
te Frauen anschmachtete und ih-

Das Abu Dhabi Music and Arts Festival feierte sein zehnjahriges Bestehen

Erfolgreiche Wiisten-Rufer

ten unertriglichen Hollywood-
Filmmusikaufguss. Schade.

So blieb es der Hommage an
die legenddren Rahbani-Briider
vorbehalten, zumindest den west-
lichen Besucher in seinen Ge
schmacksurteilen gehorig durch-
einanderzubringen.

Das im ganzen Nahen Osten
nahezu mythisch verehrte Textau-
tor/K ist-Gespann  schrieb

nen beim Abgang rote Rosen zu
warf, war’s {iberhaupt aus. Das
Publikum bereitete ihm schier
endlose Standing Ovations.
Ost-West-Begegnung war von
Anfang an ein weiteres Kernthe-
ma des Festivals, was zu so denk
wiirdigen Abenden wie der ,Jam
Sessi zwischen Wynston Ma
is und dem irakischen Oud-V
tuosen Naseer Shema gefiihrt hat.
Heuer hatte man sich von dem
Kompositionsauftrag an den in
Paris  lebenden libanesischen
Komponisten Bechara El Khoury
einiges erhofft, wurde aber von
seinem ,Poéme Orientale bitter
enttduscht. Da bereicherte keine
Tradition eine andere, da ent-
stand nichts Neues, da erlebte
man nur den dritten, mit ein paar
Strawinsky-Rhythmen durchsetz-

fiir ein super-westliches Orches:
ter hyper-orientalische Musik, un-
zihlige Lieder und ,Musicals*,
meistens fiir die Séngerin Fay-
rouz, Gesangsteppiche, mit denen
ganze Generationen aufgewach-
sen sind. Dem nicht so geeichten
Gast fliegen dabei natiirlich Oh-
ren, Augen, Herz und Hirn her-
aus. Bei all den unvorstellbaren
und unbeschreibbaren Farben der
Beleuchtung, der Kleider, der
Kldnge. Bei all den pathetischst
beschworenen Themen wie Liebe,
Schmerz, Freiheit, Revolution und
Nation. Und das alles gespielt von
den Ukrainischen (!) Symphoni-
kern. Keine Veranstaltung fiir
Kitschallergiker. Eher East kills
West als East meets West. Aber
zumindest ungewdhnlich und ver-
storend.

LETTER FROM ABU DHABI

By Hannah Nepil

bit of bling, then early spring is the time

to head to Abu Dhabi, wealthy capital
of the United Arab Emirates. Housed in
the Emirates Palace — an edifice worthy of
a sultan — the Abu Dhabi Festival makes the
Royal Opera House look dowdy. Golden
floors, a golden ceiling and golden doors
combine in monochromatic splendour. No
surprises, then, that this classical music and

I( you think opera is not opera without a

opera extravaganza has a glittering agenda: ten
years ago it filled a hole in the city’s meagre
classical music scene. Now celebrating its
tenth anniversary, the Festival has gained a
momentum of its own, mixing international
culture of the highest quality with local
colour from around the Middle East.

Avision of Abu Dhabi's cultural future: Saadiyat
island’s arts district

‘The Abu Dhabi Festival is a place for East
and West to meet, effuses Mrs Hoda Kanoo,
the Festival’s founder and artistic director.
For many performers, it a novelty gig. ‘T've
watched golfers play their competitions here,
and seen numerous hotels and excursions
that one can have, but it doesn’t prepare you
for your journey from the airport to your
hotel. It a bit like that journey from New
Mexico to Los Angeles: you never veer
off the road, says the Welsh bass baritone
Bryn Terfel. He and Plicido Domingo
supplied this year’s operatic contingent, each

the Puccini Festival Opera and Orchestra,
It was also the first partner in the Arab
world to present The Met: Live in HD.
Although there were no fully fledged
opera productions at the Festival this year,
according to Kanoo, ‘There is always a place
for opera here.

Last year the Festival signed an agreement
with Covent Garden to develop operatic
expertise, and staged the Royal Opera
House’s production of Beloved Friend, a play
with musical interludes about Tchaikovsky’s
relationship with his patron. Further revivals
of rarely performed operas from the ROH
might be on the cards. There is also the
hope that young Emirate singers might do
apprenticeships at High House Production

Park in Thurrock, where the Royal Opera
House carries out community work; one
potential difficulty being that some girls
need permission from their father, or a
chaperone, so ROH staff might be airlifted
to them in Abu Dhabi.

As for other operatic projects: Saadiyat, the
natural island five minutes from Abu Dhabi,
will eventually boast a new performing arts
centre — including a new opera house — to
stand alongside the Abu Dhabi franchises
of the Louvre and the Guggenheim, along
with a new national museum. An image of

branches. Unlike the Louvre, the Zayed
National Museum and the Guggenheim —
due to be finished in 2015, 2016 and 2017
respectively — the Performing Arts centre, as
yet, has no set completion date.

The sooner it does, the better. At the
moment Abu Dhabi has no proper opera
house, and the Emirates Palace suffers from
a muffled acoustic. Nevertheless, there
was no stifting Bryn Terfel, whose gala
performance with the Czech Philharmonic
brought this years Festival to a close.
Excerpts from Donizetti’s L'elisir d’amore
and Boitos Mefistofele were delivered with
plenty of Terfel’s trademark humour. The
six-foot-four imp galumphed across the
stage, punctuating the pauses with ogre-

R/
N =y

1
[

jlerfel and Victofia Yastreb@Va thrill the
ds at this year's Abujpha

like grunts, and even engaging the hapless
concert master in a one-sided dialogue.

It was rather unfair, however, to pair
him with young Russian soprano Victoria
Yastrebova. Hers was a mousy rendition of
‘Quando m’en vo’ from Puccini’s La bohéme
that might have scrubbed up all right if
heard in isolation. Here she was dwarfed
physically and artistically by the evening’s
headline act.

The second half brought a Wagner
medley. Terfel tore into Wotan’s ‘Abendlich
strahlt der Sonne Auge’ from Das Rheingold.

Now celebrating its tenth anniversary,
the Festival has gained a momentum of
its own, mixing international culture of
the highest quality with local colour from
around the Middle East.
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The Abu Dhabi Festival team and guests celebrate the end of another successful edition and the completion of a Decade of Distinction. Ularaoll joc (o jloill Uo 2821 JQinyg @lailly JIAT 63929 6)9a rodisy puag Ulardo Joc @up6




