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CULTURE IS
OUR SHARED
HUMANITY

This is a pivotal moment for Abu Dhabi Music & Arts
Foundation. As we look back on the achievements of
2015 — a year in which we reaffirmed our commitment
to sowing seeds of creativity — we must also look
forward to 2016, the Foundation’s 20" anniversary
year. This focal point is a time to reflect on the seeds
sown, a time to ensure those which have taken root
are abundantly nourished and nurtured and a time to
diligently prepare the soil for the future.

Despite the remarkable and vast progress made in
the UAE since ADMAF’s humble beginnings, at this
moment, it is more clear than
ever that the pursuit of social
advancement is one which
must never cease. Indeed,
in many ways, it is made all
the more significant within
current national, regional and
international contexts.

Culture has never been a
luxury, never been an either/
or. It is a fundamental part of

ADMAF Founder,

HE Hoda Al Khamis-Kanoo
examines the core of the
Foundation’s vision

heart. Culture connects us to our deeper selves, both
as individuals and as societies. Indeed, it connects
societies by revealing the deep and shared roots of
our humanity, it is a powerful yet peaceful statement of
identity and of values. A statement not made against
others. But to others. And to ourselves.

Every time a society has chosen to turn its back on
culture, barbarity has taken root. There have been
times in history when people burnt books to express
their rage or their refusal of an idea. By degrading
knowledge and culture, these societies degraded
themselves. Mindful of these
painful lessons and steeped in
the riches of our own culture
and those of many foreign
cultures we are honoured to
invite, let us commit again, as
a society, as a country, as a
people — to culture.

human civilisation

Cultural dialogue and exchange

is a vital element of shaping identity. Only through
better knowledge and understanding of global context
can the UAE continue to assume its unique position,
making meaningful contributions to the world at
large. As such, ADMAF continues to take Abu Dhabi
to the world and to bring the world to Abu Dhabi.
We have always been committed to humanity — our
commonality; the deep bonds we share; and the ties
that create unity and celebrate diversity.

This common human understanding is all the more
important within this time of turmoil. Culture has never
been a luxury, never been an either/or. It was (and
is) a fundamental part of human civilisation — its very

And so again, perhaps even
more than ever before, we also make this pledge
towards society. We will strive to make culture
accessible to more and more people across the seven
Emirates, across the Arab world and beyond. We
pledge to share the beauty of our cultures in response
to those who share hate. And we respectfully, humbly
request from all those who mean to play a significant
role in society to accompany us in this pledge.
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Afra Bin Dhaher. Prayer Rugs. 2011.
Digital Print. Exhibited at Emirati Insights,
Abu Dhabi Festival 2015.

Courtesy of a private collection
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MISSION

The Abu Dhabi Music & Arts Foundation (ADMAF) is a non-profit organisation that seeks to nurture the arts,
education, culture and creativity for the benefit of society and the advancement of Abu Dhabi’s cultural vision.

With a commitment to education and community engagement, it aims to complement Abu Dhabi’s cultural vision
by upholding the highest standards of excellence in the field of social responsibility.

VISION

Culture is the key that unlocks a nation’s creativity. It is the food that nurtures the soul of mankind. It is the
language that transcends borders. It is the anchor that unites a nation.

ADMAF believes in the fundamental right for every person, regardless of age or ability, to access, understand
and appreciate cultural expression. Established in 1996 by Hoda Al Khamis-Kanoo, ADMAF undertakes a broad
range of initiatives and events each year, bringing together audiences of diverse origins often in partnership with
leading national and international institutions.

STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES

» Through the practice and teaching of the arts and culture, embed creativity and innovation among the people
of the UAE.

» Enable access to the arts and culture and advocate their impact in the areas of educational development and
community cohesion.

* Raise the level of awareness and understanding of the culture and heritage of the United Arab Emirates.
Contribute to the positioning of Abu Dhabi as a prominent international cultural destination.

» Engage young nationals in the future of the UAE’s cultural and creative industries and nurture their professional
development in this sector.

* Facilitate cross-cultural dialogue through national, regional and international partnerships.

» Develop a permanent collection of modern and contemporary art from the United Arab Emirates and beyond.

Reem Falaknaz. The Place of Perpetual Undulation Series (detail). 2014.
C-Print. Exhibited at Emirati Insights, Abu Dhabi Festival 2015.

These photos were produced with the support of NYU Abu Dhabi’s FIND program,
Arab Fund for Arts & Culture, Prince Claus Fund and Magnum Foundation.
Courtesy of the artist
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THE ADMAF | Hihiights of the

Foundation’s

TIMELINE activities during 2015

‘The Art of the Emirates’
book launch — ADMAF’s
first release in
bookstores across the
GCC and Lebanon

Abu Dhabi Silent Voices IV B =g | Zayed University Children’s Art
Festival 2015 International Museum Day o : Tent Festival

ADMAF Founder visits -+ & P o Young Media Leaders 2014
Cleveland and Los % - . _ Graduation Ceremony

Angeles, USA i Abu Dhabi Art

The ‘Art of the Emirates” wins
Best Emirati Foreign Translated
Book at the Sharjah International

Book Fair

The Prince’s School of Y I B Partnership signed with
Traditional Arts workshops ; o s Queen Sofia College of
‘Arab World Renewal’ : | ‘ : Music, Spain
Conference, Paris o b
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Young Artists’ Day Concert, Abu Dhabi Festival 2015
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IN REVIEW | o oo veveer
January and December 2015

2015 was a year in which ADMAF strengthened
its steadfast commitment to its founding mission;
engaging, informing and inspiring via accessible
cultural initiatives. Simultaneously, the Foundation
continued to engineer cross-cultural exchange, taking
the culture of the UAE to the world and bringing the best
of world arts to the UAE. Cross-generational exchange
also thrived throughout ADMAF’s 2015 initiatives,
ensuring the traditions of the past engage the next
generation, while embracing constant innovation to
shape future cultural and national narratives.

Established programmes in arts education and
community arts continued to strengthen, engaging
over 26,500 people through diverse initiatives, with a
focus on broad accessibility.

Ongoing, strategic investment in creativity continued
to place longevity at the fore. Each initiative, each
grant, sought to establish an enduring legacy that will
shape the country’s creative and cultural future. Awards
continued to foster the potential of the next generation
while also encouraging engagement and benefits for
society more broadly. The diverse array of awards
recognises talent across design, visual

education (STEAM). More than 3,500 schoolchildren
were exposed to innovative initiatives and diverse
cross-curriculum projects from ‘Ministry of Science
Live! to ‘Innovator’.

ADMAF continues to make public engagement
central to its programming. In 2015, presence at
events including Abu Dhabi Art, Innovator 2015 and
the Sheikh Zayed Heritage Festival allowed ADMAF
to communicate with thousands of members of the
public.

‘The Art of the Emirates’ was the first book
dedicated to national visual arts practice, facilitating
significant public engagement with the true depth
and variety of the sector. Documenting the people
and institutions that shape the scene, it was
released in bookstores across the GCC and in
Lebanon. The publication has a vast potential reach,
allowing the public, as well as arts professionals,
unprecedented insight.

The Foundation continued to capitalise on international
initiatives of note, ensuring countrywide access to
ventures such as World Storytelling

arts and technology. Importantly, initiatives An endur,‘ng Day, World Poetry Day, Earth Hour and

like the TOTAL—-Abu Dhabi Festival Visual

International Museum Day. Access to arts

Arts Award and the Mubadala Design /egacy for all remained a key focus and area of

Commission were cross-pollinated by

success; ‘Silent Voices IV’ garnered the

other cultural narratives, while The Christo that will shape highest levels of participation and public

& Jeanne-Claude Award-winning work was

engagement to date as the vulnerable

taken to the public in a nationwide tour. the country’s women of Ewa’a shelters exhibited their

work at Yas Mall.

ADMAF Grants also continued to reward creative and

and recognise potential across diverse

Local initiatives celebrating the culture

artistic and cultural disciplines. During cultural future ©f the UAE and the region were

2015, grants gave life to new ideas and,

testament to their success, projects from

grantees came to fruition with many

receiving official recognition. One example was the
success of ‘Going to Heaven’ by Saeed Salmeen Al
Murry as the Dubai International Film Festival’'s Best
Emirati Feature.

Alongside awards and grants, ADMAF delivers
professional development programmes. As the
UAE’s cultural sector rapidly evolves, it is initiatives
like Young Media Leaders (now in its ninth year) and
the new Cultural Excellence Fellowship that ensure
individuals are not only keeping pace but are equipped
to meaningfully contribute to the sector’s sustainable,
long-term development. In its second year, the ADMAF
Roadshow engaged an unprecedented 1,164 students
at 19 colleges, informing them about the Foundation’s
endeavours and initiatives, with ADMAF Ambassadors
inspiring them through personal, relatable accounts
of success.

In a year of national emphasis on the STEAM
curriculum, ADMAF’s presence in schools continued
to place arts, creativity and innovation at the heart of

complemented by the best of international

cultural output. Another ‘Festival of Firsts’

took place as exceptional international
talent wowed local audiences. There were debut
performances by The Budapest Festival Orchestra,
Riccardo Muti and the Luigi Cherubini Youth Orchestra
as well as Sérgio Mendes. ‘View from Inside’ brought
the seminal FotoFest to the Gulf, while ‘Emirati
Insights’ celebrated Emirati artists within the context of
the exhibition’s regional narratives.

Overseas, 2015 also saw a strengthening of the
Foundation’s international  presence.  Historic
agreements were signed with Queen Sofia College of
Music and Gran Teatre del Liceu in Spain. A legacy
of cultural exports continued, including Khalid Shafar’s
‘THE NOMAD’, and ‘Burda: Asil Ensemble and Karima
Skalli’ at London’s Shubbak Festival. Finally, ADMAF
continued to look to a bright future, an outlook which
included co-commissions set to bear fruit in future
years — testament to the long-term ambition and
resolute commitment to further its founding vision as
it enters its 20" anniversary year in 2016.
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ENGAGING Through the arts, ADMAF invests in

the UAE’s future and the individuals

TH E NATI 0 N who sustain, develop and shape it

The creative and cultural industries continue to grow,
asserting their relevance to the future of the UAE and
its national identity. ADMAF remains committed to
supporting those individuals who will help to shape this
future. As well as fostering the best talent, initiatives
also equip the next generation to avail of the potential
of this growth, supporting nationals at all stages of their
academic, artistic and professional development.

In 2015, ADMAF directly collaborated with over
100 Emiratis to deliver the 2015 Abu Dhabi Festival
programme. Year-round community and education
initiatives saw Emirati engagement levels rise to 52%
and 49% respectively.

Artist Development

Continued support of burgeoning creative talent is
continued support for the development of national
identity. Artists, musicians,
poets and actors preserve

essential, formative tales at the roots of Emirati culture.
Contemporary identity is shaped and promoted
through cultural exports like ‘THE NOMAD’, Khalid
Shafar's modern majlis that was the hit of London’s
Shubbak Festival. Equally, ongoing support of young
Emirati talent across film, literature and music via
local initiatives fostered development of contemporary
Emirati culture.

ADMAF supports filmmakers like Nujoom Al Ghanem
and Amal Al Agroobi to conceive and tell their own
cultural narratives; visions which are then widely
shared via public screenings. In music, Abu Dhabi
Festival’'s ‘Capital Vibes II' at Yas Marina featured the
likes of Khalifa Nasser Khalifah Al Budoor, Mohammed
Al Awadi, Daisy Grim and Hamad Al Taee. When
it comes to the spoken word, rising Emirati shila,
classical and modern poets performed as part of
World Poetry Day and literary authors including Ali

Abu Alreesh, Yasser Hareb

and further the spirit of a OUPPOIting nationals at all stages and Aysha Sultan saw their

country for current and
future generations. They
also assert and strengthen
this identity within a global
context.

The Nationals’ Gallery, ADMAF’s Emirati visual
artist development resource, more than doubled
its size in 2015. ‘Emirati Insights’, the Abu Dhabi
Festival Commissions and ‘The Art of the Emirates’
explored the diversity of the country’s national visual
arts scene. ‘Emirati Insights’ contextualised leading
Emirati photographers and mixed media artists within
the broader regional context of ‘View from Inside’,
confidently asserting the depth, quality and relevance
of their output. ‘The Art of the Emirates’ was an
unprecedented publication and the first to document
those who define the country’s dynamic cultural sector.

In addition to these platforms, ADMAF also enables
artists to pursue individual artistic ambitions through
the ADMAF Grants scheme (see page 72), which
offers access to funding to undertake further studies,
educational excursions and professional development
opportunities.

Cultural Identity

Activities in 2015 have validated and nurtured
cultural identity — facilitating connection to heritage
and the past. New and future narratives are also
cultivated through cross-generational and cross-
cultural dialogues. The ongoing collaboration with The
Prince’s School of Traditional Arts engages young
Emiratis and Emirati teachers with the traditions of
the past; World Storytelling Day workshops uphold
oral traditions, engaging a new generation with the

latest titles launched. Each

of their academic, artistic and event granted the public

the opportunity to meet and

professional development engage with Emirati writers,

poets and musicians.

Creative Professional Development

2015 was a year of exceptional country-wide
expansion and success in the cultural realm. The ever-
growing and dynamic scene holds much potential for
young Emiratis and ADMAF continues to support
them through training initiatives. In its ninth year,
Young Media Leaders has successfully equipped 176
undergraduates with the requisite skills to embark
on media careers, guided by luminaries of the media
landscape. The Cultural Excellence Fellowship, in
partnership with the British Council, delivered its
first full year of training, with 18 emergent Emirati
entrepreneurs mentored by pioneering UAE-based
professionals.

Awards

Through its award initiatives, ADMAF incentivises
young Emiratis to develop their creativity. The selected
winners have not only been encouraged to develop
their artistic appetites further but have also become
important role models. In 2015, the ADMAF Roadshow
successfully engaged 1,164 young Emirati students,
inspiration being brought vividly to life by ADMAF
Ambassadors (past award and grant recipients) who
energised the next generation with their own stories.



Riwaq Al Fikr/The Festival Debates
— Arts in Crisis at Zayed University

EDUCATION

AD MAF ADMAF Education seeks to establish
partnerships and platforms of inspiration

for children and young people so that they

E D U CATI 0 N may develop their creative thinking, realise

IN 2 their talents and broaden their horizons,
01 5 while building the nation’s cultural heritage

In 2015, an extensive range of initiatives furthered
ADMAF’s commitment to providing meaningful
educational and creative opportunities. Diverse
audiences were engaged by ever-strengthening core
programmes, with a particular focus on curricula and
professional development, as well as the ongoing
development of effective outreach activity.

Professional Development in the
Creative Industries

Young Media Leaders grows from strength-to-strength
as it enters its ninth year. 176 graduates have now
experienced the programme. The new, ground-
breaking Cultural Excellence Fellowship delivered its
first full year of training for 18 protégés and 12 pioneers.
The Foundation’s ongoing advocacy of the creative
industries was further underpinned by the publication
of the ADMAF-supported Arabic edition of ‘The
Creative Economy’ report. Compiled by UNDP and
ADMAF’s strategic-partner UNESCO, the publication
and its findings were launched and explored in a
dedicated Riwaq Al Fikr

debate during the 2015 A commitment to the arts as a

Abu Dhabi Festival.

The signing of a Letter  hrovjder of meaningful educational

of  Cooperation  with

twofour54 in Abu Dhabi and creative opportunities

marks a new chapter after

six years of collaboration

in supporting the UAE creative and cultural
industries. Continuing Young Media Leaders, the two
organisations will team up to develop joint activities
that foster growth, development and awareness
with a focus on young adult Emiratis and the wider
Emirati community. As part of the partnership, a new
mechanism will be established for effective information
sharing among the Emirati flmmaking community.

Rewarding Excellence

ADMAF’s portfolio of awards and grants continued
to deliver impactful creative education opportunities
to school and university students across the seven
emirates. From September, the ADMAF Roadshow

engaged an unprecedented 1,164 students in
some 19 colleges. Effective in raising awareness of
opportunities across ADMAF programmes, the initiative
was helped immeasurably through the involvement of
ADMAF Ambassadors — students and professionals
who communicated their personal experiences with
ADMAF; providing first hand, relatable insight on how
they have benefitted from grants, commissions or
awards.

S.T.E.A.M.

In 2015, ADMAF welcomed the national focus on
creativity and innovation. A benefit that the foundation
has long recognised, the integration of arts into the
curriculum remained a continued focus.

‘The Ministry of Science: Pocket Sized Science’
used the medium of theatre and storytelling to take
school students on a journey of science, engineering
and invention. ‘The Cave’ introduced philosophical
concepts to Abu Dhabi Festival audiences via a series
of public discussions
that paired world-class
philosophers with artists
to explore questions
fundamental to discovery,
creativity and the
human mind. ‘Innovator
2015 saw pioneering
artist Jalal Lugman commissioned to produce an
interactive community-based arts installation called
‘Let’'s Innovate’, involving hundreds of passers-by
of all ages. The launch of the Mubadala Design
Commission challenged university students and
recent graduates to design a creativity zone for an
educational institution, hospital or aeronautical facility.
A further highlight was the Islamic Arts Training and
Exhibition delivered in partnership with The Prince’s
School for Traditional Arts. The initiative underscored
ADMAF’s commitment to sustainable educational
enhancement through the principles of STEAM, with
the commissioning of teaching resources on geometry
and patterns originating from the UAE environment.
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Year on year comparison
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Total number of children,
young people and adults
engaged

ADMAF Abu Dhabi
Festival

12,314 7,508

Average percentage of Emirati engagement

49%

Breakdown of Events by Artform
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CREATIVE

In 2015, ADMAF involved
students and teachers of the
following universities, schools

COLLABORATORS | = cenves in arsbasec

Abu Dhabi Educational Council

Abu Dhabi HomeSchoolers Association

Al Ain Center for Care and Rehabilitation

Al Ain English Speaking School

Al Muna Private School

Al Mushrif School

Al Shawamekh School Abu Dhabi

Al Shohub School

Al Wathba School Abu Dhabi

American Community School

American International School in Abu Dhabi
American School of Dubai

American University of Dubai

American University of Sharjah

Beit Al Oud

Emirates National School Girls School, Abu Dhabi

education initiatives

Ewa’a Shelters for Victims of Human Trafficking
Future Centre for Special Needs

International Community School Abu Dhabi
Ittihad School — Al Ain

Lincoln Center Education

Maryam Bint Omran School

Mushrif School

Music Hub — Abu Dhabi

New York Film Academy

New York Institute of Technology

Petroleum Institute Men’s & Women’s Colleges
Prince’s School of Traditional Arts

Queen Elizabeth Music College

Start

The Pearl Primary

NATIONAL
STRATEGIC
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ADMAF enjoys official partnerships with
a range of educational institutions in the
UAE. This arrangement allows students
and faculty bespoke access to ADMAF

EDUCATIDN initiatives as well as ADMAF financial

PARTNERS

Lot fda s @i ol olds
HIGHER COLLEGES OF TECHNOLOGY

\\\\\

UNIVERSITY OF SHARJAH

L
W Zayed Higher Organization
I for Humanitarian Care & Special Needs

support for departmental projects that

complement academic studies

() éxaiall &yl Ciljlal dsals
¢ United Arab Emirates University

vrbguiccljgigrid cola

e UAEU

twofours4

LIS

RIWAG AL Fil
THE FESTIVAL DE

A March - 3 Apnl 7015

EDUCATION |
PROGRAMME
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American University in Dubai
Crossing the Line 3: Global Drawing: Intersections in Firenze | November 2015
Study visit to Florence, Italy, for three Emirati Visual Communication students to attend the
one-day drawing symposium with master class and open artists’ sessions.

American University of Sharjah
Schools Outreach Initiative | 2015/16
Faculty members, assisted by students, engaged secondary school pupils and teachers
in six collaborative workshops to create solutions for design, visual arts, video and
photography problems. The goal was to raise understanding and interest in these subjects.
The programme runs into 2016.

Higher Colleges of Technology
~ HCT Abu Dhabi Men’s College
Llallde 3830 ol
Visit to New York Film Academy | August 2015
In association with Five Media Studies students and aspiring filmmakers visited New York to attend the city’s

prestigious film academy. Supported by Gulf Capital.

World Congress on Extensive Reading | September 2015

Following editions in Kyoto and Seoul, the Third World Congress on Extensive Reading
was held at HCT Dubai Men’s College. The biennial event offered a unique forum for all
those involved with the extensive reading approach. ADMAF supported the attendance of
200 HCT Abu Dhabi Men’s students.

HCT Abu Dhabi Women’s College

Tribeca Film Festival | April 2015

Eight students from the Applied Communications Department attended the innovative
film festival, held in Lower Manhattan. Attendees experienced the buzz of a high calibre
international film festival and attended screenings and workshops.

HCT Ruwais Women’s College

ArtSpot Company | February 2015

The touring educational theatre company returned with a special focus on English as a
foreign language. The production, ‘Freya’, told of the adventures of a young Viking woman
and was attended by 80 students at HCT Ruwais.

4 University of Sharjah College of Fine Arts and Design

A

A Budapest Contemporary Art Fair | October 2015
UNIVERSITY OF SHARGAH gne Err:(lratl student attended the Budapest Contemporary Art Fair where she exhibited
er work.

East Carolina University Exchange Programme
Travel funding for five Emirati students to visit East Carolina University for intensive
studies, as part of an ongoing exchange programme between the two institutions.
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&) sseman=ee United Arab Emirates University
International Children’s Map Design Competition | December 2015

UAEU Empowering UAEU’s Geography and Urban Planning Department to deliver cartography
workshops in schools across the UAE. 30 students were involved in conception and

delivery, engaging 250 children.

In association with The Robotic Artist
X Celebrating the link between arts and technology, ADMAF was supported by Mubadala to

. collaborate with UAEU College of IT Students to deliver ‘The Robotic Artist’ — a robot with
& Jali o o
MUBADALA the capability to draw.

Zayed University

College of Communications

International Conference on Communications / GlobeCom, Malaysia | June 2015

A group of 15 students attended the International Conference on Communications
(GlobeCom) in Kuala Lumpur — one of the leading gatherings of technology professionals.
With symposia, tutorials and workshops, there was also an industry forum and exhibition
programme, keynote speakers, business and industry panels as well as vendor exhibits.

In association with College of Arts and Creative Enterprises

Patterns as Language: Islamic Designs Used in Contemporary Expressions |
November 2015

Led by Hasanat Mehmood, six workshops introduced 138 students to miniature paintings
and Islamic patterns, looking at how techniques could be applied to create a contemporary
work of art.

Post-Digital Printmaking | March—-May 2015
This workshop, salon and exhibition series was lead by Paul Catanese and introduced 14
students to contemporary printmaking techniques.

Cross-Cultural Game Design | Fall 2015

A lecture introduced 80 students to the theory of game design. Followed by a workshop
for 41 students that built on the theory through practical application. Led by artist
Tarek Atrissi.

Tasmeem Doha | March 2015

11 students attended this biennial international conference focused on unique and
contemporary themes in art and design. The 2015 edition focused on the theme of
“playfulness”.
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TALENT

The first of ADMAF Education’s
six programmes seeks to nurture
artistic talent, self-confidence and

D EVE LO P M E NT an appetite for learning among
students, while enabling teachers

to develop their skills

Back to School | March 2015

An initiative designed to inspire and inform students with a series of mini-performances,
demonstrations and master classes.

Ah Ruem Ahn Mini Performance | March 2015
Recital at Abu Dhabi Music Hub by the talented international pianist.
Audience: 23 (ages 5-16)

Aisha Syed Castro Mini Performance | March 2015

Aisha Syed Castro performed for burgeoning musical talent at the Juli Music Institute.
Audience: 50 (5-15)

Jan Lisiecki Masterclass | March 2015

Pianist Jan Lisiecki hosted an exclusive workshop for five promising pianists, including three
Emirati students, at the Piano Centre of the Ministry of Culture & Knowledge Development.

Audience: 5 (14-18)

Budapest Festival Orchestra Chamber Groups | March 2015

The Budapest Festival Orchestra travelled to Al Shohub and The American Community
School.

Audience: 95 (ages: 7-15)

Photo Collage & Mixed-Media workshop | April 2015

Artist Camille Zakharia hosted an exclusive workshop for emerging artists at Emirates
Palace as part of the education activities around the Festival exhibition, ‘View From Inside’.

Audience: 16 (20+)

In association with
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Festival in Focus | March 2015
Juan Diego Flérez and the Budapest Festival Orchestra | March 2015
Juan Diego Flérez and the Budapest Festival Orchestra invited university, primary and

secondary school students to open rehearsals at Emirates Palace Auditorium — an
opportunity for attendees to find out what it takes to be the best.

Audience: 30 (ages: 4+)

Melody, Harmony and Rhythm! With Jazz at Lincoln Center in
association with Waha Capital | March-October 2015

Dominick Farinacci (trumpet) and Richard D. Johnson (piano) ran a series of workshops
in Al Mushrif, Al Shohub and American Community School, delivered in partnership with
ADMAF’s strategic partner Jazz at Lincoln Center. The May workshop also featured
Gregory Generet (vocals) and the October workshop featured Shenel Johns, (vocals).

Audience: 250 (ages 7-17)

Carnegie Hall Interactive Performance | March 2015

ADMAF’s partnership with New York City’s Carnegie Hall entered its fifth year in March,
coinciding with the Abu Dhabi Festival. Decoda, an affiliate ensemble of Carnegie Hall,
delivered interactive concerts in schools across Al Ain, Dubai and Abu Dhabi as well as
a residency for the capital’s talented musicians (12—19 years). The musical adventure
culminated in the premiere of a new work inspired by Abu Dhabi.

Audience: 390

Young Artists’ Day Concert | March 2015

Young people from across the UAE performed before a live audience at Abu Dhabi
Theatre. The daytime concert welcomed students from ten selected schools for a
showcase of music, movement and visual arts.

Audience: 300 (ages 3+)
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The second of ADMAF Education’s six

CREATIVE programmes enables young nationals

to develop their skills and prepare for

LEADERSHIP careers in the creative and cultural

industries

Young Media Leaders | September 2014-May 2015

The annual vocational programme, delivered in partnership with twofour54, is committed to the
training of Emirati students from Zayed University, UAE University and HCT in core aspects
of TV, radio, print and online journalism (Arabic and English). The professional development
initiative is designed to deliver benefits which transcend media careers. To write, analyse and
communicate with clarity are in high demand in today’s competitive jobs marketplace. Those
who possess determination, discipline and an appetite for learning will hold the employment
advantage. Since its establishment nine years ago, over 170 Emirati undergraduates have
successfully passed through the programme.

twofour54

Participants (2014/15): 20
Participants (2015/16): 23

In association with

A
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Cultural Excellence Fellowship | November 2014-May 2016

The 18-month, development programme brings emerging Emirati and established Emirati
and UAE-based professionals for workshops and roundtable discussions with cultural
practitioners from the Arab region and the UK. The focus is to share skills, knowledge and
experience through training, exchange and mentoring, all geared towards the development
of business acumen. Participants attend monthly workshops on key areas of arts
management and cultural entrepreneurship. The programme seeks to prepare the next
generation of Emirati cultural leaders while giving a professional development platform to
current practitioners.

Participants: 30

The Artists’ Studio | March/April 2015 and ongoing

The Artists’ Studio is a bilingual, online resource that inspires and informs young people
about the value of creative thinking and artistic expression. The objective of this digital
initiative is to encourage young Emiratis to understand the role of arts practitioners and
inspire them to pursue a career in the creative and cultural industries. At the 2015 Abu
Dhabi Festival, ADMAF Young Media Leaders interviewed Sérgio Mendes. The series also
features Vladimir Ashkenazy, Herbie Hancock, Bill Fontana, Al Jarreau, Quincy Jones,
Kevin Spacey, Bryn Terfel, Oussama Rahbani, Naseer Shamma and Maxim Vengerov
and provides an online one-stop-shop to access the educational resources of ADMAF’s
international strategic cultural partners.

Audience: online
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The third of ADMAF Education’s
TR EAS U RI N G six programmes encourages the
appreciation and application of
=, TRAD ITI 0 N S traditional forms of cultural expression

Islamic Arts Workshops and Exhibition | January-May 2015

Students of Abu Dhabi and Al Ain attended workshops on Islamic geometrical design.
Taught by The Prince’s School of Traditional Arts (PSTA), an ADMAF strategic partner, the
workshops explored astronomy, navigation, sustainability and climate. Teaching materials
were developed with PSTA, with training delivered to teachers as part of the programme.
Art produced in the workshops was exhibited at The Galleria during the Abu Dhabi Festival
2015. In partnership with Gulf Related.

Audience: 3,343

In association with

International Museum Day | May 2015

Patron: HH Sheikha Shamsa bint Hamdan Al Nahyan

ADMAF celebrated this year’s theme ‘Museums for a Sustainable Society’ with Emirati
artist Azza Al Qubaisi. Participants toured Mushrif Central Park, learning about the riches
and history of Abu Dhabi’s favourite green space. Students then discovered how to make
art using the UAE’s natural environment, materials included trimmed palm leaves and sand.

Participants: 100 (ages 3-45)

Zayed University Children’s Art Tent Festival | November 2015

2015 saw the first annual Art Tent initiative held by Zayed University’s College of Education
and College of Arts and Creative Enterprises. Children descended on the campus to make
art, with activities designed to encourage them to develop artistic skills, foster engagement
and collaboration with parents and to allow the university to develop its relationship with
the wider community. ADMAF collaborated with Emirati artist Azza Al Qubaisi to deliver
creative workshops with natural materials.

Participants: 100 (ages: 3+)

Islamic Arts Exhibition at The Galleria,
in association with The Prince’s School
of Traditional Arts

> 4
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REWARDING
EXCELLENCE

In association with

In association with

ToTAL

COMMITTED TO BETTER ENERGY

The fourth of ADMAF Education’s
programmes celebrates outstanding
creative achievement by students and

recent graduates in several art forms

Gulf Capital-ADMAF Creativity Award | March 2015

Established in 1996, this annual award recognises the outstanding creativity of young arts
practitioners. The 2015 Award was presented by HE Sheikh Nahayan Mubarak Al Nahyan.
Winner, Ayesha Jassim Al Badi of Zayed University (Dubai) was joined by Dr Karim El
Solh, Co-Founder and CEO of Gulf Capital, and ADMAF Founder Hoda Al Khamis-Kanoo.
Ayesha’s portrait ‘M9108’ was unanimously chosen by the award jury and was exhibited
alongside the 2014 winning work, ‘Katharina’ by Fatma Fairooz, in Emirates Palace during
Abu Dhabi Festival.

TOTAL-Abu Dhabi Festival Visual Arts Award | March 2015

Each year, the award recognises an Emirati student for outstanding creativity in an original
artwork inspired by the Abu Dhabi Festival exhibition. This year's winner was Shamsa Al
Dhaheri of New York University Abu Dhabi for a photographic series inspired by ‘View From
Inside’. HE Sheikh Nahayan Mubarak Al Nahyan, Hatem Nusseibeh, President of TOTAL
UAE, and ADMAF Founder Hoda Al Khamis-Kanoo presented the award in November.

rbgaiccljgugridcola
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The Christo & Jeanne Claude Award & Tour | March-December 2015

Patron: HH Sheikha Shamsa bint Hamdan Al Nahyan

Presented by New York University Abu Dhabi Institute, the award gives UAE undergraduates
and recent graduates the chance to create a work of art that, in the spirit of Christo and
Jeanne-Claude’s work, can be publicly exhibited and enjoyed. Salwa Al Khudairi and Nada
Al Mulla, architecture students at the American University of Sharjah, presented ‘Keswa’ at
NYUAD as part of the 2015 Abu Dhabi Festival, before it toured to Mushrif Central Park, Flag
Island Sharjah and Liwa.

The Mubadala Design Commission | November 2015

The Mubadala Design Commission recognises outstanding innovation and achievement by
young Emiratis in the field of design and science. Applicants submitted a design proposal
for a ‘creativity zone’ advocating STEAM philosophy within a healthcare facility, educational
environment or aeronautical institution. The 2015 Mubadala Design Commission was
presented to Badria Mohamed Al Maazmi and Mariam Abdullah Al Hammadi for their
dynamic design concept of a neighbourhood community centre that embraces the UAE’s
natural environment.

ADMAF Roadshow | September-October 2015

The tour to 19 colleges across the Emirates informed students about ADMAF’s programmes.
The team were joined on the road by ADMAF Ambassadors, who communicated their
personal stories to provide first hand, relatable insight on how they benefited from grants,
commissions or awards.

Audience: 1,164 (ages: 18-25)




SPECIAL NEEDS
DEVELOPMENT

The fifth of ADMAF Education’s
programmes seeks to stimulate
cognitive and physical development

in children and young people with
profound and multiple learning
disabilities and provide access to
professional development for teachers,
tutors and primary carers

In association with

Music is for Sharing & Pitch, Pulse and Pizzazz! | February—March 2015

At The Future Center for Special Needs and the Zayed Higher Organisation Al Ain Centre for
Care and Rehabilitation, Live Music Now musicians delivered workshops which culminated in
a special performance for family, friends and supporters. This special collaboration between
LMN and ADMAF embodies a shared belief in the power of music not only to communicate
and heal, but also to transcend all boundaries of language and race. The performances
involved 165 children with special educational needs.

Audience: 565 (ages: 3+)
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The last of ADMAF Education’s programmes

E N HAN CI N G aims to strengthen educational performance
E D U CATI 0 N and complement learning in several subjects
across the curriculum

Middle East Film & Comic Con | April 2015

Throughout Middle East Film & Comic Con, ADMAF also welcomed visitors to its pavilion,
hosted a discussion with Emirati comic artists, including the 2014 ADMAF Comic Arts Award
winner Fatma Al Mheiri, and runners-up Zayed Al Mansouri and Maryam Al Muhairi. ADMAF
encouraged budding Emirati comic artists (18—35 years), to register their interest in the 2016
ADMAF Comic Arts Award.

Audience: 2,100 (ages: 11+)

Workshops with Globe Education | February 2015

Actors from Shakespeare’s Globe in London visited schools and universities around the
Emirates to deliver theatre workshops. In partnership with Art for All.

HCT Women'’s College audience: 11 (ages: 19-21)

Pearl Primary School audience: 41 (ages: 10-15)

Zayed University audience: 11 (ages: 20-23)

American University of Sharjah audience: 16 (ages: 18-22)

Festival Concert Talks | March 2015

Throughout the performance programme held at Emirates Palace, ticketholders were invited to
learn more about the artists, their careers and the concerts in exclusive pre- and post- concert
talks. Speakers included Ernesto Palacio (former singer and agent of Juan-Diego Floréz); Jan
Lisiecki (pianist); Antonio De Rosa (General Manager, Cherubini Youth Orchestra); Leif Ove
Andsnes (pianist); Stefan Englert (Executive Director, Budapest Festival Orchestra); Dawn
Elder (Artistic & Music Producer), Rami Jaffee and Bassam Saba (musicians).

Audience: 300 (ages: 30+)

Filmmakers’ Roundtables | March 2015

A fascinating series of discussions between students and renowned screenwriters
and filmmakers. Salem Brahimi met students of the University of Sharjah’s College of
Communication and spoke about his work, including ‘Abd El Kader’, his 2014 documentary
on the Algerian national legend. Manish Pandey, the writer behind the 2010 documentary
‘Senna’, met students of New York Film Academy Abu Dhabi.

Audience: 128 (ages: 20+)
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Festival Lecture ‘Arab Cultural Production in the Digital Age’

at Zayed University | March 2015

This lecture asked what role does social media play in the changing artistic
and cultural landscape of the Middle East and North Africa. It was delivered by
Dr Dina Matar, Senior Lecturer at the University of London — School of Oriental and African
Studies (SOAS), an ADMAF international strategic cultural partner.

Audience: 100 (ages: 20-24)

Festival Lecture ‘Music Transmission’ by Bernard de Launoit | March 2015

Delivered by the director of one of Europe’s leading music schools this lecture at the House of
Arts, Al Ain, explored the way music is passed from one to another in today’s complex world.
Bernard de Launoit is Executive President of The Queen Elisabeth Music Chapel, an ADMAF
strategic cultural partner.

Audience: 10 (ages: 20+)

Festival Lecture by Rem Koolhaas | March 2015

The Pritzker Prize winning architect and curator of the 2015 Venice Biennale of Architecture,
spoke on ‘Recent Preoccupations’ to a packed audience at the American University of Sharjah.
Audience: 800 (ages: 20+)

Innovator 2015 | March 2015

INNOVATOR 2015 was an interactive two-day event by the Technology Development
Committee that brought together hundreds of UAE-based individuals to showcase their
innovative projects and inspiring prototypes. ADMAF- supported by Jalal Lugman — led the
creation of a collaborative community sculpture, inspired by the innovators of the world.

Audience: 1,000 (ages 2+)

Sydney Opera House — Babies Proms: Meeting Mozart | March 2015

An introduction to the joys of live performance and storytelling for children, 2-5 years old.
Pianist Simon Tedeschi became the musical wunderkind Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart and
introduced his work, from variations on ‘Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star’ to operatic arias. In
partnership with Art for All.

Audience: 788 (ages: 2+)
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Ministry of Science: Pocket Sized Science | March 2015

Looking at types of energy, inventors and engineers who shaped the modern world, audiences
witnessed a theatrical journey into science, engineering and invention.

Al Ain Municipality Theatre audience: 135 (ages 7+)
The Club, Abu Dhabi audience: 348 (ages 7+)

Othello: The Remix | March 2015

Created by Chicago Shakespeare Theater & Richard Jordan Productions, commissioned by
Shakespeare’s Globe London. Following an acclaimed international tour, three performances
took place for families, schools and universities at Abu Dhabi Theatre. This inventive, street
smart adaptation turned the volume up on Shakespeare’s rhymes and rhythms for a new
generation.

Audience: 780 (ages: 13-25)

Riwaq Al Fikr | March 2015

The annual discussion series returned during Abu Dhabi Festival 2015. Offering insightful
dialogue among thinkers, diplomats, cultural leaders and the general public. Since 2010, the
Abu Dhabi Festival's Riwaq Al Fikr has held 19 sessions, hosted 92 panellists, welcomed
over 2,200 audience members and has provided more than 33 hours of discourse.

Education for Innovation: The Role of the Arts in STEM Education | New York University
Abu Dhabi

Creativity and innovation relate to science, technology, engineering and maths (STEM). As
the UAE focus shifted to STEAM education, the role of arts in the 21t century syllabus was
discussed by a panel representing the UAE educational sector, international academia and
arts education.

Audience: 40 (ages: 20+)

Cultural Diplomacy: A Question of Identity | Emirates Palace

During the UNESCO International Decade for Rapprochement of Cultures, representatives of
the international diplomatic research and arts sectors examined how the arts can be used to
facilitate dialogue and integration between communities of multiple nationalities and cultural
identities.

Audience: 60 (ages: 20+)
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The Creative Economy | New York University Abu Dhabi

Upon the launch of the Arabic edition of the UN Creative Economy Report 2013, co-published
by UNESCO and UNDP and supported by ADMAF, a discussion was held at NYU Abu Dhabi
to explore the cultural and creative industries as engines of economic and social development.
Experts from the arts, academia, business and the UN shared their perspectives.

Audience: 63 (ages: 25+)

New Media, New Outlook | Emirates Palace

Exploring the theme ‘Idea: The Seed of Invention’ media figures shed light on the renewal of
the media in the Arab world and how it has captivated Arab communities and made new stars.

Audience: 35 (ages: 15+)

Arts in Crisis | Zayed University

The arts have an important role to play in the lives of refugee, displaced, trafficked and
underprivileged children and young people. The panel brought together humanitarian
and cultural experts of UAE-based, non-profit organisations working in often challenging
environments in the UAE and across the Middle East. The discussion explored how the arts
can be used and its impact psychologically, socially, culturally and economically.

Audience: 40 (ages: 20+)

The Cave | March 2015

A fascinating series of public talks in Abu Dhabi and Al Ain curated by the Philosophy
Department of UAE University, discussed the philosophical aspects of the arts: the meaning
of creativity, its various manifestations and consequences. Speakers included philosophy
professor Gregory Currie of York University, flmmaker Salem Brahimi, neurologist Professor
Vittorio Gallese MD of the University of Parma, City University of New York distinguished
Professor of Philosophy Jesse Prinz and artist Azza Al Qubaisi.

Total Audience: 980 (ages: 20+)

Ways of Seeing | March 2015

A series of student workshops and lectures designed to build understanding of international
modern and contemporary visual art and to strengthen creativity. Practical sessions in
puppetry and visual arts were held with Abu Dhabi Art Hub, Deborah Mendes and Irina Kohn.
Workshops included ‘Wall of Roses’, where polymer clay roses were created to make a giant
mural that was then donated to Sheikh Khalifa Medical City for permanent display.

Audience: 623 (ages: 8-24)
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‘Where are the®Neighb
Produced by Sharjah City for

COMMUNITY

COMMUNITY
IN 2015 -
HIGHLIGHTING

NATIONAL TALENT

Complementing  ADMAF’s Education programme,
Community initiatives involve a large number of
Emirati artists, musicians, actors and filmmakers,
enhancing opportunities for the development and
support of Emirati pioneers, producers and patrons of
the arts. Programmes are designed to nurture Emirati
talent and foster passion for the arts, enabling young
nationals with a flair for organisation, curation and
presentation of creative expression to play a core role
in delivering the programme.

New Platforms

New initiatives in literature, spoken
word and film provided a platform
for Emiratis and non-Emiratis
to present creative content at
Abu Dhabi Festival. ‘Cinema
Emirati’ featured screenings of films by Emirati
filmmakers supported through the ADMAF Grant
scheme and enabled their work to reach a wider
audience. ‘Word to the Rhythm’ featuring Emirati,
resident and visiting international poets in a day-
long celebration of written and spoken word marking
World Poetry Day. ‘Writers at the Festival’ showcased
ADMAF’s commitment to the written word supporting
the publication of six new works by Emirati authors
all by local publishing houses. ‘Capital Vibes II' was a
two-day showcase of local musical talent in the open
air stage at Yas Marina.

Designed to nurture
Emirati talent and foster
passion for the arts

ADMAF community
creates opportunities for
Emiratis and develops
new audiences for the
arts, highlighting its
positive contribution to
society

Accessible Arts

Furthering an ongoing commitment to nationwide
access to the arts — regardless of age, ability or location
— two projects stood out for their engagement of those
whose participation is restricted. ‘Silent Voices IV’ saw
residents of the Ewa’a Shelters for Victims of Human
Trafficking in Abu Dhabi, Ras Al Khaimah and Sharjah
participate in workshops, led by professional artist
Jennifer Simon. Over six months, the sessions boosted
confidence, optimism and self-
esteem and efforts, culminating
in a public exhibition at Yas Mall.
The initiative both benefited the
individual women while providing
the shelters with much needed
exposure, as well as raising funds
to support their important ongoing
work. ‘Where Are the Neighbours?’ was an expressive
pantomime performance inspired by the famous
Egyptian author Mahmoud Diab’s novel ‘Strangers
Don’t Drink Coffee’. Presented by six hearing-impaired
students of Sharjah City of Humanitarian Services, the
production toured Fujairah, Sharjah, Abu Dhabi and Al
Ain and reached audiences of 1,160.
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PARTNERS IN
COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT

‘Riwaq Al Kitab’ at the Abu Dhabi Festival 2015

During 2015, ADMAF involved the
community across the seven Emirates
in partnership with several groups and
organisations

Agolall BLALLI g

Aaxilgh Aypall o Alga 4

e
iy el
Hamaslont

A

atten
ADMAF

Al Ain Municipality

Al Shawamekh School, Abu Dhabi

Al Shohub School

American School of Dubai

City University College of Ajman

Emirates Writers’ Union

Emirates Youth Symphony Orchestra

Ewa’a Shelters for Victims of Human Trafficking
Imperial College London Diabetes Centre, Abu Dhabi
Institut Francais

Lycée Théodore Monod

RAK Hospital, Ras Al Khaimah

47

Rooftop Rhythms

SENAAT

Sharjah City for Humanitarian Services
Sharjah Institute for Theatrical Arts
Sheikh Khalifa Medical City — Abu Dhabi
Sheikh Zayed Heritage Festival
Tawam Hospitals, Al Ain

The Fridge

White Cube

Yas Mall

Yas Marina

Zayed University
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SOCIAL
UNITY

In association with

Where are the Neighbours? | March 2015

A theatrical performance, specifically produced by the hearing impaired, the play toured
Fujairah, Sharjah, Abu Dhabi and Al Ain. Performed by six students of Al Amal School for
the Deaf, Sharjah Humanitarian City, ‘Where Are The Neighbours?’ was an adaptation of
Mahmoud Diab’s acclaimed novel ‘Strangers Don’t Drink Coffee’.

Audience: 1,160 (all ages)

RiA
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Silent Voices IV | May 2015
Patron: Her Highness Sheikha Fatima bint Mubarak

‘Silent Voices’ contributes to the rehabilitation of human trafficking victims through art
therapy, helping to overcome trauma, rebuild confidence and communication skills.
The fourth annual edition provided residents of Ewa’a Shelters for Victims of Human
Trafficking in Abu Dhabi, Sharjah and Ras Al Khaimah with art materials and a professional
artist for four months. The pieces created in the weekly workshops were exhibited at
Yas Mall, opened by HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Hamdan bin Zayed Al Nahyan. In just five
days, over AED150,000 was raised for Ewa’a.

Audience: 980 (Ages: 18+)
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CULTURAL
& HERITAGE
EXPRESSION

In partnership with

The second of ADMAF Community’s
programmes seeks to uphold the customs
and traditions of communities living in the
UAE and celebrate cultural identities

Diwan Ensemble Concert & Master Class | March 2015

Alongside a public concert, a special master class was held for students of Lycée Frangais
Théodore Monod. The Ensemble were led by the princess of the ganoun Hend Zouari, Gwen
(accordion), Amal (violin), Malika (percussion) and Amina (flute). Organised by the Alliance
Francaise.

Concert audience: 185 (all ages)
Master class audience: 16 (ages: 7-16)

World Storytelling Day | March 2015

Each year, ADMAF marks World Storytelling Day with a celebration of storytelling, oral
heritage and creative writing. Engaging an invited audience of schoolchildren (including
children of Al Shohub School, Al Shawamekh School and the American School of Dubai) the
programme featured workshop sessions with Nora Al Noman, Diala Arslan and Rym Ghazal.
The aim of the initiative is to engage young Emiratis in cultural expression and enable access
to Emirati culture and heritage for children.

Audience: 155 (ages: 7-16)

Cinema Emirati | March 2015

In support of the Emirati film industry, Abu Dhabi Festival 2015 presented ‘Cinema Emirati’
— two days of film screenings. As well as screenings of four films, the audience also met
the people behind the lens to find out more about their creative journeys. Featured films:
‘Sundress’ (2010) by Saeed Salmeen Al Murry; ‘Origins’ (2014) in partnership with EWS-
WWEF; ‘Amal’ (2011) by Nujoom Al Ghanem; ‘The Brain that Sings’ (2013) by Amal Al Agroobi.

Audience: 60 (ages: 20+)
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Word to the Rhythm | March 2015

To celebrate World Poetry Day, ADMAF partnered with Rooftop Rhythms to deliver the UAE’s
first ever poetry performance at a movie theatre. The audience got chapter and verse at the
capital’'s community celebration of the spoken word. Performers included Patricia Smith and
Kane Smego (USA), as well as home-grown talents Salem Shukri Attas, Ahmed Al Amiri,
Haitham El Ghawanmeh, Abdul-Nassir Azry, Sara Al Sougqi, Khaled Bin Smeda and Eman Al
Hashimi with DJ A.L.L.A.D.

Audience: 60 (ages: 20+)

Abu Dhabi International Poetry Festival | March 2015

The inaugural, family-friendly edition at Paris-Sorbonne University Abu Dhabi offered a range
of poetry and spoken word performances, workshops and talks by leading Emirati, Arab and
Western artists. Organised by Paris-Sorbonne University Abu Dhabi / Rooftop Rhythms.

Audience: 165 (ages: 18+)

Capital Vibes Il | March 2015

Returning for a second year, ‘Capital Vibes’ featured two days of diverse musical talent. From
traditional Arabic music to classical, hip-hop, indie rock and Arabic pop, the outdoor concerts
were hosted by Yas Marina.

Audience: 400 (all ages)

UAE Authors at the Festival | March 2015

The book launch and signing featured five Emirati writers Yasser Hareb, Alya Ibrahim, Aysha
Sultan, Ali Abu Alreesh and Dr. Faleh Handal in partnership with Hamaleel Publishers, Dar
Warak and Madarek Publishing.

Audience: 85 (ages: 25+)

My Name is Zayed | November — December 2015

A multi-media project documenting the life of men named Zayed to commemorate the 44"
National Day. The video works were presented at the Sheikh Zayed Heritage Festival, Al
Wathba. Curated by Zarina Yusaf.

Audience: 1,790 (all ages)



52 53

: : E M P OWE R I N G The fourth of ADMAF Community’s
The third of ADMAF Community’s
ART ks to raise level TH E S EVE N programmes seeks to strengthen
PIOQTAImImEs Seeks o Taise eves cultural identity and enable access to

of environmental awareness and
_ the arts for all
understanding

Earth Hour: Change Climate Change | March 2015 The 11™ Emirates International Peace Music Festival | March 2015

Each year, Abu Dhabi Festival partners with the Emirates Wildlife Society-World Wildlife Fund Celebrating 11 years of youth in music, the nationwide tour by the Emirates Youth
to contribute to Earth Hour, the world’s largest annual environmental awareness campaign, Symphony Orchestra, the Premiere Music College of Prague and the Bielsko-Biala
which highlights the issue of climate change. In 2015, ‘Change Climate Change with the School Orchestra offered community access to classical music while encouraging music
Nutty Scientists’ came to Hili Fun City, Al Ain. Taking a look at the science behind climate appreciation among young people, fostering young musical talent and facilitating cross-
change, activities included interactive workshops where children we able to make their own cultural dialogue through music.

art projects and explore different science concepts, such as chemical reactions, density and Participants and Audience: 850 (all ages)

magnets, the Al Ain audience were connected with the Earth Hour global network.
Audience: 400 (ages: 3—-14)
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The fifth of ADMAF Community’s

ARTS & programmes aims to promote the use

of arts and music in the health sector,

H EALTH advocating for its impact and benefits on

patient wellbeing
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In association with ~ IMlusic in Hospitals I March 2015

Research has proven that music aids patient recovery rates, complements conventional

A therapy techniques and lessens the trauma of hospital stays. ADMAF continues to advocate

I’ A& JAal i o music in the UAE healthcare sector. Sessions with Emirati musicians were delivered in

MUBADALA partnership with the Emirates Youth Symphony Orchestra and The Fridge in four hospitals in
Abu Dhabi, Al Ain and Ras Al Khaimah.

Audience: 350 (all ages)
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Art Therapy Exhibition | March 2015

Testifying to the benefit of art therapy, the community artwork created by members of the
Osturaa Support Alliance was the result of a series of visual arts workshops.

Participants: 5 (age: 20+)
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COMMUNITY
PROGRAMME

Gifted young Emirati musicians perform for patients at the Abu
Dhabi Festival’'s Music in Hospitals initiative



VISUAL ARTS

TH E The Nationals’ Gallery is a dedicated

resource that advocates Emirati visual

[ 4
NATI 0 NALS art nationally and internationally

and gives practitioners access to

GALLE RY opportunities, information and support

The Nationals’ Gallery member Khawla Darwish during Abu Dhabi Art
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rhawla Darwish

Launched in 2010, this permanent initiative comprises
a research centre, online directory, education hub,
advocacy and an information resource. Exclusively
for Emirati artists, the initiative seeks to raise
understanding of the national arts sector among
gallerists, curators and the wider public.

Advice & Professional Development

One-to-one sessions for Emirati artists offering advice
on their professional development path, from portfolio
development to pricing and representation. During
2015, ADMAF held more than 45 advice sessions,
both at the ADMAF offices and as part of studio visits.
In addition, ADMAF guided and supported Sarah Al
Agroobi in her Master’s degree application to Central
Saint Martins in London.

Online Directory

among other individuals and organisations, wishing
to undertake further studies, research or exhibitions.
ADMAF continued its financial support of Karima Al
Shomely as she completed her doctoral degree at
Kingston University, London — becoming the first
female Emirati artist to hold a PhD in Fine Art.

The Foundation also commissions artists whose
works enhance national cultural identity. Khalid
Shafar's ‘THE NOMAD’ was co-commissioned by
Dubai Design District and Abu Dhabi Festival. It was
exhibited in London during Shubbak Festival and at
Dubai Design District (d3).

Exhibitions

ADMAF creates exhibitions and publications to
deepen the appreciation of Emirati visual arts and
initiate knowledge exchange.

An expanding digital library of During 2015, The In June 2015 “The Art of the

Emirati artists’ profiles targeting

Emirates’ was published. The

curators, gallerists, collectors, National’s Gallery boak documents and celebrates

academics and art consultants.

the Emiratis defining the UAE

During 2015, The National's membership more than cultural scene. Two exhibitions

Gallery membership, reflected

were held during the Abu Dhabi

in the library, more than doubled doubled in size Festival 2015, ‘View From

in size.

Opportunities

ADMAF creates opportunities for Emirati visual artists.
Sharing and facilitating prospects including commissions,
exhibiting opportunities, residencies and competitions.
During 2015, a number of significant initiatives, including
international residencies, were launched. These will
come to fruition in 2016.

Funding & Commissions

ADMAF Grants Scheme offers financial support to
emerging and established Emirati arts practitioners,

Inside’ featured four members of

The Nationals’ Gallery alongside
other leading Arab artists; ‘Emirati Insights’ and its
complementary programme focused on 12 Emirati
artists within the context of ‘View from Inside’.

ADMAF Art Collection

Consisting of acquisitions and donations, the ADMAF
Art Collection has an emphasis on Emirati practice
and seeks to highlight artistic expression from the
Arab world and Middle East. There were five new
acquisitions during 2015, including three Abu Dhabi
Festival commissions.
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In 2015, The Nationals’ Gallery

TH E NATI 0 NALS' ran a number of events for
Emirati and regional artists and

GALLERY

for audiences across the UAE,
including a trio of exhibitions at
the Abu Dhabi Festival

View From Inside: Contemporary Arab Photography, Video
and Mixed Media Art | March-April 2015

The Middle East debut of the internationally acclaimed FotoFest International with an exhibition
specially curated for the Festival by experts in contemporary Arab art and photography Karin
Adrian von Roques and FotoFest co-founder Wendy Watriss.

Based on an original FotoFest presentation, created for its 15" International Biennial in
Houston, Texas, the Abu Dhabi iteration of ‘View From Inside’ featured in excess of 140
works by more than 35 artists from 12 countries.

The artists exhibited are pioneering in both subject and discipline, mapping new responses
to the complex notions of tradition and change. Challenging subjects included shifting
relationships to identity, place, family, gender, diaspora, displacement and home. Video
animations and three-dimensional works featured alongside vivid photojournalistic images of
recent news events and personal reflections on contemporary Arab culture.

Participating artists included Tarek Al Ghoussein, Camille Zakharia, Sadik Al Fraji, Lalla
Essaydi, Samer Mohdad, Hassan Hajjaj, Mohammed Kazem, Manal Al Dowayan, Tammam
Azzam, Reem Al Faisal, Ahmed Mater and Boushra Al Mutawakel.

The exhibition was accompanied by a limited edition commemorative book and a
complementary programme of curator-led and guided tours, workshops and a colloquium
with NYU Abu Dhabi.

bgaleclgagrid cnla
NYU|ABU DHABI
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Emirati Insights | March-April 2015

Within the context of ‘View from Inside’ and coinciding with the release of ‘The Art of the
Emirates’, ‘Emirati Insights’ presented a dedicated focus on 12 local contemporary artists
working in photography, video and mixed media. Artists included Reem Falaknaz, Ammar
Al Attar, Lateefa Bint Maktoum, Sheikha Fatima bint Hazza Al Nahyan and Hamdan Buti Al
Shamsi, among other established names. Over 3,500 people visited ‘View From Inside’ and
‘Emirati Insights’, including university students.

2015 Festival Commissions | March-April 2015

Each year, the Abu Dhabi Festival commissions new work by leading visual artists, creating
a legacy of artistic expression rooted in the culture of the United Arab Emirates. In 2015,
works by Sawsan Al Bahar, Fatma Lootah and Noor Al Suwaidi were commissioned and
displayed at Emirates Palace during the Festival. Previously commissioned artists include
Jalal Lugman, Mattar Bin Lahej, Mohammed Kazem and Bill Fontana.

View from Inside Colloquium | March 2015

Presented with New York University Abu Dhabi, leading Arab visual artists represented in the
festival exhibition ‘View from Inside’ discussed contemporary Arab photography, video and
mixed media art. Featuring Tammam Azzam, Ahmed Jadallah, Manal Al Dowayan, Hazem
Harb, Camille Zakharia and Khalil Abdul Wahid.

Audience: 40 (ages: 20+)

Artists in Conversation | April 2015

Festival audiences were invited to an exclusive talk between ‘Emirati Insights’ artists Reem
Falaknaz and Ammar Al Attar, alongside curator and 2015 Festival commissioned artist Noor
Al Suwaidi. The artists used their own practice and the works featured in the exhibition as a
platform to chart the development of photography in the UAE.

Audience: 30 (ages: 20+)




‘The Art of the Emirates’ | June 2015

ADMAF published ‘The Art of the Emirates’, a coffee-
table book that documents the UAE’s visual arts sector
through the Emiratis who have shaped it.

Telling the individual stories of artists, foundations,
educators, galleries and their owners, the book maps
the dynamic cultural context of the country.

The first edition of a future series, the book looks
back to the origins of the cultural sector, while also
celebrating its bright future growth through young
talent.

In-depth interviews and studio portraits take readers
behind the scenes, giving rigorous and unprecedented
insight into the motivation, passion and vision of some
of the UAE’s leading arts protagonists.

The book launch was attended by 92 people, including
the featured artists, educators and cultural pioneers.
During the event, Hoda Al Khamis-Kanoo said, “The
Art of the Emirates’ seeks to portray the driving
forces behind the UAE visual arts scene — those
whose innovative endeavours have contributed to its
dynamic growth and laid the foundations for its cultural
renaissance; those who have witnessed history
and carry the nation’s message, vision and story of
innovation through their works, many of which can be
seen in museums throughout the world today. This
book demonstrates that the historical value of a nation
is in its pioneers and innovators and that the arts is
integral to the cultural development of humanity. It is
the heartbeat of its people and the spirit of renewal.”

In November 2015, HH Sheikh Dr Sultan bin
Mohammed Al Qassimi, Supreme Council Member
and Ruler of Sharjah, bestowed upon ‘The Art of the
Emirates’, the 2015 Sharjah International Book Fair
Award for Emirati Foreign Translated Book.

The publication is the first ADMAF book available in
stores across GCC and Lebanon and is one of the first
publications dedicated to the Emirati arts sector.

In association with
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Abu Dhabi Art | November 2015

During Abu Dhabi Art 2015, ADMAF celebrated the
excellence of Emirati visual art with a programme of
events designed to inspire and inform.

The official ADMAF pavilion featured behind-the-
scenes images of artists in their studios, as shot for the
award-winning publication, ‘The Art of the Emirates’.
The programme was both a platform for The Nationals’
Gallery artists and an opportunity for aspiring talent
to gather further knowledge of the visual arts sector.
The public were also able to gain insight into the life
and work of artists, the Emirati cultural scene and the
Foundation’s remit.

» Aspiring Emirati talent were invited for the ‘ADMAF
Art Review’, an opportunity to receive feedback on
artists’ portfolio

» The public met with members of the ADMAF team
in ‘Ask ADMAF’

* During ‘ADMAF Tours’, participants were led by
artists and representatives of institutions featured
in ‘The Art of the Emirates’ to view fair highlights

* In‘ADMAF Stories’, artists discussed their practice
with audiences gathered at the pavilion

412 members of the public and VIP guests
attended the events held at the stand, including
HE Sheikh Nahayan Mubarak Al Nahyan and
Dr Venetia Porter, Curator, British Museum.

The artists involved in the programme included: Fatma
Lootah, Khawla Darwish, Khalid Shafar, Mohammed
Al Mazrouei, Mohammed Al Astad, Abdul Rahim
Salem, and the Chairman of the Emirates Fine Arts
Society, Nasser Abdullah.
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y The Nationals’ Gallery is open to Emirati
NATI 0 NALS visual artists, established and emerging.
GALLE RY' Through national and international
" exhibitions as well as its online directory,
M E M B E R ADMAF promotes the dynamic creativity
S of the UAE

Abdulaziz Al Fadli

Artworks by the Abu Dhabi based artist-calligrapher reflect an innovative combination
of science and art. He developed a classical style, rich in structure and colour before
proceeding further. A regular exhibitor, he is also a writer and specialist in Islamic
social history and philosophy. Abdulaziz participated in the Abu Dhabi Festival
exhibitions ‘Storytellers’ in 2012 and ‘Three Generations’ in 2013. He has given
Abu Dhabi Festival art workshops to young orphans.

Abdul Rauf Khalfan

Khalfan is inspired by his vivid imagination and local heritage. His colourful
representations of traditional Emirati themes make reference to Cubism while
guarding a playful edge. He developed a style of adaptive art he calls ‘rotating
paintings’ and held his first solo exhibition at the Yas Viceroy in 2011. He exhibited
at the Abu Dhabi Festival exhibition ‘Storytellers’ in 2012.

Ahmed Al Faresi

Al Faresi’s early passion for visual arts was rediscovered in 2011. Diverse themes,
from religion to science and politics, are drawn from his subconscious and realised
in unconventional multimedia. His unusual compositions and provocative materiality
generate subliminal messages that demand to be deciphered.

Aisha Juma

Dubai-based Aisha holds an MFA in Arts, Society and Publics from the University of
Dundee in Scotland, a BFA from the Faculty of Fine Art in Cairo and a degree from
the School of the Museum of Fine Arts, USA. She taught art in schools for seven
years, which increased her interest in art therapy and child development. In 2012,
Aisha delivered workshops in schools with ADMAF.

Afra Al Hamed

This conceptual artist and interior designer creates mixed media and sculptural
works informed by movement, the individual within their environment and ideas of
belief and identity. She participated in the ADMAF-funded Jalal's Art Trek 2013 and
holds an MA in Art History and Museum Studies from Paris-Sorbonne University Abu
Dhabi. Afra participated in the 2013 ADMAF exhibition ‘Generation NEXT'.

Alia Bin Omair

With an eclectic practice encompassing photography, product design and illustration,
it was in 2013 that Alia found her focus in jewellery. Winner of the Emirati Jewellery
Designer of the Year Award, her works combine art and design and are driven by
experimentation with traditional materials and often forgotten Emirati craft techniques.
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Amal Al Ali

A 2015 visual arts graduate from New York University Abu Dhabi, Amal explores personal
issues born from her environment. In her most recent works, she negotiates personal
fears and anxieties through the objects that are able to control and negate them.

Ammar Al Attar

A leading Emirati photographer, Ammar has works in collections worldwide. He
documents the ephemera of everyday life with series that epitomise swathes of the
UAE’s cultural history and landscape. Through his lens, incidental features become
captivatingly vivid, quietly articulating new insights into grand narratives. Ammar
participated in ‘Emirati Insights’, the 2015 Abu Dhabi Festival exhibition.

Amna Al Dabbagh

The research-based work of this young artist and designer is motivated by information and
curiosity. Her broad practice befits curiosity — she has trained in visual communication,
graphic design, architecture and industrial design. In 2012, she was shortlisted for The
Sheikha Manal Young Artist Award.

Amna Al Maamari

This Abu Dhabi born artist explores the tangible and intangible aspects of what it is
to be a woman. Through drawing, painting and sculpture she marries inner and outer
dialogues and intrigue with the complex dichotomy of life, each piece questioning identity
and relationships. She holds a BA in Visual Arts from the College of Arts and Creative
Enterprises, Zayed University.

Anood Al Obaidly

Anood explores the environment of her native Abu Dhabi through mixed media and
found materials. Describing minimalist landscapes, her works distil space to define a
state of mind. She has exhibited regionally, including a solo exhibition at Tashkeel in
2014; in the same year she received The Sheikha Salama Artist in Residence Award.

Ayesha Hadhir

This young textile artist began designing and creating clothes when she was just 15.
Drawing upon familial histories, her visually rich and sumptuously textured works
incorporate fabric, thread and, more recently, scanography and large-scale print. She
has exhibited across the UAE and is currently completing her BA in visual art the College
of Art and Creative Enterprises, Zayed University.

Azza Al Qubaisi

A pioneer in Emirati crafts, jewellery design and sculpture, Azza completed her studies in
London before returning to Abu Dhabi to pursue her MA. Her works have been exhibited
across the region and Europe. She incorporates modern and traditional techniques
and materials to explore inherited collective histories, imagined memories and the UAE
landscape. Azza participated in the ADMAF touring exhibition ‘Three Generations’ in
2013. She is featured in the publication ‘The Art of the Emirates’.

Badria Al Maazmi

Current affairs are the starting point of Badria’s paintings. The conflicted emotions
provoked by the news are abstracted and realised. Vivid colours contrast with largely
black and white canvases to depict personal inner monologues as well as the perceived
collective responses of society. Badria is a co-winner of the 2015 Mubadala Design
Commission, presented by Mubadala and is a Cultural Excellence Fellow.

Dana Al Mazrouei

Dana’s work has been shown across the UAE, from Bastakiya to Emirates Palace and
Abu Dhabi Art. She painted the 89" level of Burj Khalifa, designed one of five F1 replicas
during the Abu Dhabi Grand Prix and the cover of HH Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid’s ‘40
Poems from the Desert’. She participated in the ADMAF exhibitions ‘Generation NEXT’
and ‘Three Generations’ in 2013 and is featured in the publication ‘“The Art of the Emirates’.
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Dhabiya Al Romaithi

Born in Al Ain and resident in Abu Dhabi, this University of Sharjah student aspires to
further her studies abroad. Her process-driven practice explores the interactions and
contrasts of materials, reflecting on personal experiences and her environment.

Ebtisam AbdulAziz

The multidisciplinary artist and writer incorporates her perspective on mathematics and
the structures of systems to explore issues of identity and culture through installations,
performance pieces and works on paper. She participated in the ADMAF touring
exhibition ‘Three Generations’ in 2013, the Abu Dhabi Festival exhibitions ‘25 Years of
Arab Creativity’ in 2013 and ‘View From Inside’ in 2015 and is featured in the publication
‘The Art of the Emirates’. Represented by The Third Line, Dubai.

Eman Al Hashemi

Experiments and explorations in printmaking have allowed this recent University of
Sharjah graduate to unlock the medium’s potential to develop a distinct visual language.
Works embody the repetitive processes and resultant modulations to bespeak time and
deterioration. Constructions of 2D prints into 3D structures are delicately ephemeral, with
pieces ultimately exploring the vulnerability and fragility of her subjects.

Esra Al Farsi

The Dubai-based emerging artist is an Interior Design graduate of Zayed University.
Fascinated by fine art, photography and fashion design, Esra began her artistic career
by exhibiting at Tashkeel. She is inspired by her culture and her environment and her
paintings are densely detailed and comprehensive. Her photography skills support her
keen, realistic eye and she often works from a photographic image.

Faisal Abdulqader

The self-taught artist sustained an early fascination with art through reading, meeting
artists and visiting museums. After a career in finance, he returned to his practice. His
realistic works depict UAE culture and he strives to capture collective memories and
aspects of heritage he fears will be lost.

Faiza Mubarak

Self-taught painter Faiza conjures abstract natural worlds. Her practice has been
influenced by artists working in and visiting the UAE, including a collaboration with
Nja Mahdaoui. Under the auspices of the Emirates Foundation, she participated in Le
Consortium in Dijon, France, and has also enjoyed a residence at the Cité Internationale
des Arts. She holds a Masters’ in Art History and Museums Studies from Paris-Sorbonne
University Abu Dhabi.

Farah Al Fardh

Umm Al Quwain-based Zayed University graduate took up paper quilling in 2004. Since
then she has attracted much attention and holds workshops across the UAE and beyond.
Recipient of the Tamaiaz Entrepreneurship Award for the first Arabic website on paper
quilling.

Farah Al Qasimi

The Yale University graduate lives between Abu Dhabi and New York. She uses medium
and large format cameras and considers music a part of her studio practice. Farah has
exhibited at Maraya Art Centre, Sharjah and Sikka Art Fair, Dubai. Farah participated
in the 2013 ADMAF exhibition ‘Generation NEXT' and ‘Emirati Insights’, the 2015
Abu Dhabi Festival exhibition. She is featured in the publication ‘The Art of the Emirates’.

Farid Mohammed Al Rais

The Dubai-based artist was mentored by Abdul Qader Al Rais and Mattar Bin Lahej.
Today, he seeks to revisit contemporary classicism in the UAE. He has exhibited at
Emirates Palace, Mubadala and Ghaf Gallery, as well as other prominent venues. Farid
participated in the ADMAF exhibition ‘Unconventional’ in 2011.
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Fatima Al Budoor

Artist and traveller Fatima has lived and studied in Dubai, Boston, London and Dubai.
Her multi-disciplinary work reflects her life, focusing on transience—each piece the site
of loneliness or else exploring relationships to people and to places. From her studio in
Tashkeel, her practice combines writing, drawing, photography and printmaking. She has
exhibited internationally.

Fatma Lootah

Fatma minimises the cultural barriers between East and West. Her work exhibits a deep
sense of the Gulf of her childhood, yet equally reflects her current home, Italy. Her practice
originated in performance art and has evolved to encompass abstract and figurative
painting and digital techniques. She participated in the ADMAF exhibition ‘Unconventional’
in 2011 and is featured in the ADMAF publication ‘The Art of the Emirates’. ‘Perfume of
the Earth® was commissioned by the 2015 Abu Dhabi Festival. In 2016, she will host
young Emirati artists on an ADMAF residency.

Hamdan Buti Al Shamsi

Based in Al Ain, the self-taught photographer and graphic designer has exhibited widely in
group exhibitions across the UAE. His commissioned site-specific digital artworks can be
found in the Qattara Arts Centre, Al Ain. Hamdan participated in the ADMAF exhibitions
‘Unconventional’ in 2011, ‘Generation NEXT’ and ‘Three Generations’ in 2013 and ‘Emirati
Insights’, the 2015 Abu Dhabi Festival exhibition. He is featured in the ADMAF publication
‘The Art of the Emirates’.

Jalal Lugman

The Abu Dhabi-based digital artist and sculptor is an important name on the Emirati
art scene and has exhibited internationally in USA, MENA and Europe. He is a strong
advocate of Emirati arts practice and arts education in UAE schools. Jalal participated in
the ADMAF exhibitions ‘Unconventional’ in 2011, ‘Three Generations’ in 2013 and ‘Emirati
Insights’ in 2015. He is a 2013 Abu Dhabi Festival commissioned artist and is featured in
the ADMAF publication ‘The Art of the Emirates’.

Jamal Al Suwaidi

Al Suwaidi’s early passion lead him to the Sharjah Art Institute. His work depicts the
environment of the UAE, incorporating nature, history and heritage. Through his sculpture,
he explores references including calligraphy, the desert landscape and more modern
concerns like oil.

Karima Al Shomely

The Sharjah-based graduate of Chelsea College of Art and Design is completing her PhD
in Fine Art, supported by ADMAF. Her prints, photography and installations have been
in many key exhibitions in the UAE and internationally and can be found in collections in
London, New York, France, Dubai and Spain. Karima participated in the ADMAF touring
exhibition ‘Three Generations’ in 2013 and the Abu Dhabi Festival exhibitions ‘25 Years of
Arab Creativity’ in 2013 and ‘View From Inside’ in 2015. She is featured in the publication
‘The Art of the Emirates’.

Khawla Darwish

The Zayed University graduate is an Expo 2020 Ambassador. Artist and educator, her
work addresses the culture in which she was born and raised through a contemporary and
modern style. A participant of the Venice Biennale 2009 and Sikka Art Fair in Dubai, she
exhibited in the ADMAF exhibitions ‘Unconventional’ in 2011, ‘Storytellers’ in 2012 and is
also featured in the publication ‘The Art of the Emirates’.

Khalid Shafar

Khalid came to design later in his career, studying in London and New Zealand. His work
sits at the intersection of design and art, each piece encompassing a personal expression
of form, movement, emotion and ‘the tale’ of objects. He has collaborated with design
giants including the Campana Brothers, Moissonnier and fashion house COS. In 2015, he
presented ‘THE NOMAD’ at Shubbak Festival, London. The work, co-commissioned by
ADMAF and Dubai Design District, will be exhibited at the 2016 Abu Dhabi Festival. He is
featured in the ADMAF publication ‘The Art of the Emirates’.
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Lamya Gargash

The award-winning artist, photographer and filmmaker is represented by The Third Line.
Her photographic series documenting recently abandoned houses and structures in the
UAE received great acclaim. The Central Saint Martins graduate has exhibited in Europe
and North America. Lamya exhibited in the Abu Dhabi Festival exhibition ‘View From
Inside’ in 2015 and is featured in the ADMAF publication ‘The Art of the Emirates’.

Maha Amiri

Vibrant acrylic and watercolour paintings create icons of the everyday. Her works are
inspired by psychology, depicting subconscious and conscious emotions and behaviour.
Bold stylistic references are reminiscent of pop culture icons like Warhol and Lichtenstein,
while themes reflect encountered environments in the UAE and USA.

Mahmoud Ahmed

Currently undertaking media studies at HCT Abu Dhabi Men’s College, Mahmoud
featured in ADMAF’s ‘Generation NEXT’ exhibition at Ghaf Gallery during Abu Dhabi Art
2013. His drawings uncover secrets and explore identities. He participated in the 2013
ADMAF exhibition ‘Generation NEXT’.

Maitha Abdalla

It was through art and design courses in London that Maitha discovered her interest in the
visual arts. Travel provided opportunities to meet and interact with people, the inspiration
behind her work. She takes a critical view of social and cultural issues she encounters.
She was assistant curator of the Emirates Fine Arts Society 34" annual exhibition.

Maitha Al Muhairy

An Architectural Engineer graduate, the work of designer and mixed-media artist combines
graffiti and traditional graphite portraits. Proportional composition is the shared factor of
her two disciplines, a subject she often explores in her work. She was awarded second
place in the Virginia Commonwealth University of Qatar Annual Design competition.

Maryam Al Falasi

This Dubai-based emerging artist depicts established symbols of Emirati culture in an
unconventional way, creating a new picture of the past. In 2011, her work was selected
as the cover for the ‘40 Poems from the Desert’ exhibition catalogue, celebrating the work
of HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, marking the UAE’s 40" anniversary.

Mattar Bin Lahej

The Dubai-based, self-taught artist and sculptor has participated in exhibitions nationally
and internationally. His recent series of stainless steel sculptures inspired by sacred
texts were presented in Dubai Mall. As founder of Marsam Mattar Gallery, he is a prolific
arts educator, running workshops nationwide. He participated in the ADMAF exhibitions
‘Unconventional’ in 2011, ‘Three Generations’ in 2013 and is a 2013 Abu Dhabi Festival
commissioned artist. He is featured in the ADMAF publication ‘The Art of the Emirates’.

May Rashed Al Shamsi

The self-taught, figurative painter is a member of Emirates Fine Arts Society and
participated in ADMAF’s ‘Generation NEXT’ exhibition. She has been influenced by
international travel, including her experience as an intern at the UAE Pavilion at the
Venice Biennale.

Mohamed Al Mazrouei

Having spent the first half of his life in Egypt before moving to Abu Dhabi, Mohamed often
incorporates elements of both cultures, leading to an autobiographical experience. He
has held four solo exhibitions in the UAE and has taken part in many group exhibitions,
both locally and abroad. He participated in the 2012 ADMAF exhibition ‘Storytellers’ and
is featured in the ADMAF publication ‘The Art of the Emirates’.
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Mohammed Al Astad

The beaches of Khor Fakkan and Mohammed’s childhood inform and mark his work. His
innovative method involves burying canvases with iron in a ‘beach tomb’, the abstract
works ultimately bearing the imprints of rust. He holds a degree in graphic design and
has participated in over 300 group exhibitions and 20 solo shows, including the ADMAF
international touring exhibition, ‘Three Generations’. He is featured in the ADMAF
publication ‘The Art of the Emirates’.

Mohammed Kazem

Mohammed is at the vanguard of conceptual and interdisciplinary arts. His work
encompasses video, photography and performance to site the individual within
their immediate context, mapping environment and experiences. He has exhibited
internationally and his works are held in significant collections including the British
Museum, Mathaf and Guggenheim Abu Dhabi. ‘Directions (Circle) was commissioned by
the Abu Dhabi Festival in 2013. He exhibited in the Abu Dhabi Festival exhibition ‘View
From Inside’ in 2015 and featured in the publication ‘The Art of the Emirates’.

Nabeel Al Mehairbi

The landscape and portrait artist spent his early years in the UK inspired by the English
countryside. His love of nature has continued to the vistas of the Gulf and his range
extends from landscapes and cityscapes to portraiture using pencil, charcoal, pastels
and oil.

Nada Al Ameri

This emerging artist was born in Abu Dhabi and started painting at the age of six. After
graduating with a BSc in Chemistry from UAE University, she continued her artistic
practice and has participated in many local and international exhibitions, receiving awards
from different organisations.

Nassra Al Bunainain

Born in Abu Dhabi, the artist and graphic designer treats her work as a dialogue between
opposites, using influences derived from Pop Art. Shortlisted for the Emerging Emirati
Artist Award 2013, she has exhibited across the UAE since graduating from Zayed
University.

Nayef Eisa Al Baloushi

The emerging artist and UAE University graduate is interested in graphic novels, video
games and character design. Having trained in IT, he likes to create artworks digitally,
exploring Emirati culture as well as popular global trends.

Noor Al Suwaidi

Known for her kaleidoscopic canvases and variegated works on paper, Noor oscillates
between the realms of portraiture and figurative abstraction. Based in Abu Dhabi, the
artist and curator has exhibited across the UAE, Europe and USA. She holds an MA
in Curating Contemporary Design from Kingston University, London. Noor participated
in the ADMAF exhibitions ‘Unconventional’ in 2011, ‘Storytellers’ in 2012, ‘Generation
NEXT in 2013 and was an Abu Dhabi Festival 2015 commissioned artist. She is featured
in the ADMAF publication ‘The Art of the Emirates’.

Noora Al Ameri

The emerging artist is a student of media, design and fine art and works part-time at
twofour54. She enjoys painting, photography and Arabic typography design and was the
winner of ‘My Father’s House’, a 2010 British Council initiative that celebrated the cultural
heritage of the Arabian Peninsula.
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Noora Ramah

Born and raised in Abu Dhabi, Noora holds a BA in Visual Art from Zayed University. Her
artistic practice spans painting, drawing, sculpture and printmaking, yet her focus is in
video and photography. She has exhibited widely in the UAE. Noora is a co-founder of
the collective, Mizmah.

Nouf Al Ajami

The emerging artist is inspired by life experience and features random incidents and
concepts in her work. Consequently, she has been known to spend one or two years on
the creation of one piece. Her work is replete with geometrical forms that invite the viewer
to depart from reality.

Noura Al Ali

Noura’s mixed media artworks, paintings, photographs and sculptures are a record of
emotional responses to her immediate environment. Combining natural, found elements
with synthetic materials, she conjures imagined, unique landscapes which express her
feelings.

Reem Falaknaz

An award winning photographer, Reem documents the unfolding narratives of cities—
their urban landscapes, people and histories. In 2013, Reem became a fellow of FIND at
NYU Abu Dhabi. In 2014, she was accepted into the photography programme, funded by
the Arab Fund for Art and Culture, the Prince Claus Fund, and the Magnum Foundation.
Reem participated in ‘Emirati Insights’, the 2015 Abu Dhabi Festival exhibition.

Saeed Khalifa

Self-taught, Saeed is a digital photographer whose practice has developed to encompass
installation, video and hand-crafted elements. His work as a fashion photographer informs
his aesthetic, incorporating illustration into his works. In 2014, he received the third annual
Emerging Emirati Artist Award, including two-year representation by Sabrina Amrani
Gallery, Spain. Saeed participated in the 2013 ADMAF exhibition ‘Generation NEXT’ and
‘Emirati Insights’, the 2015 Abu Dhabi Festival exhibition.

Saeed Mohammad Al Madani

The Dubai-based mixed media artist has participated in the Sharjah Calligraphy
Biennial where he displayed artworks that detailed conceptual representations of Arabic
typography and personal reflections of his culture. He continues to pursue his passion
and regularly participates in selected exhibitions. He participated in the ADMAF touring
exhibition ‘“Three Generations’ in 2013.

Saggaf Al Hashemi

A self-taught artist, Saggaf uses his talent to express the beauty he perceives in the
Emirati landscape. Via motifs like horses, he is able to share the depth of the Arab and
Islamic traditions of his country.

Salama Al Mansouri

The self-taught artist is a member of Emirates Fine Art Society and has participated in a
many local and international exhibitions. Her work expresses human emotions, through
oil, watercolour, acrylic, pastel, coloured pencils and pencil.

Salama Al Mazrouei

The UAE University graduate is a member of Emirates Fine Art Society and has
participated in a many local and international exhibitions. Her work expresses human
emotions, through oil, watercolour, acrylic, pastel, coloured pencils and pencil.
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Saoud Al Dhaheri

The Al Ain-based photographer and digital artist is currently focusing on a combination
of photography, digital art and mixed media to explore the expression and breadth of his
art. A regular participant in exhibitions in the UAE, his images are infused with colour
and humour, illuminating otherwise mundane objects. Saoud participated in the ADMAF
touring exhibition ‘Three Generations’ in 2013.

Sarah Ibrahim

This emerging artist from Abu Dhabi draws inspiration from the simple things in life.
Working mainly in oils and acrylics, she is constantly experimenting with new techniques.
Her debut exhibition was part of the 2012 UAE National Day celebrations at Zayed
University, in collaboration with the UAE Symphony Orchestra. Sarah participated in the
ADMAF exhibition ‘Generation NEXT’ in 2013.

Shaikha Ahmed Salem

The emerging artist is a finance graduate of UAE University. She has experimented
with different media and in her second year at university, her work began to attract
the attention of fellow students. Since her graduation, Shaikha has spent more time to
pursuing her artistic practice.

Shamsa Al Dhaheri

Photographer Shamsa studies at NYU Abu Dhabi and has a keen interest in social
research and public policy. Her work centres on the veil as a charged symbol and,
through abstractions and experimentations, she strives to depoliticise the material.
Removing the human, she drastically changes its meaning and perception. She won the
Total-Abu Dhabi Festival Visual Arts Award 2015.

Sheikha Fatima Bint Hazza’ Bin Zayed Al Nahyan

Sheikha Fatima is an ambassador of cultural development in the UAE and an avid
art enthusiast, practitioner, collector and patron of the arts and literature. Her artwork
explores cultural identity through a diverse range of media. She founded an eponymous
foundation celebrating all forms of cultural expression and cultivating children’s literature.
She participated in the Abu Dhabi Festival 2015 exhibition, ‘Emirati Insights’.

Sumayyah Al Suwaidi

Hailed as the first female Emirati digital artist, the Abu Dhabi-based social entrepreneur
manipulates seemingly normal and mundane photographs into masterpieces of emotion
and sensuality. She has participated in exhibitions in the UAE and internationally and
curates many group and open-call shows. Sumayyah curated the ADMAF exhibition
‘Unconventional’ in 2011, and exhibited in ‘Three Generations’ tour in 2013. She is also
featured in the ADMAF publication ‘The Art of the Emirates’.

Wafa Khazendar

The Dubai-based writer and artist is haunted by humanitarian issues and seeks to evoke
one’s imagination through fantasy. Her subjects have their own unusual daring world and
are captured in an acrylic- blend with other materials. She creates effects and allusions
that reflect a richness in colour and design. Wafa participated in the ADMAF exhibition
‘Storytellers’ in 2012.

Yousif Harmoudi

The Sharjah University business graduate has held a fascination with photography since
childhood. He has exhibited in several exhibitions in the UAE and beyond including
Sikka Art Fair (2012), Storytellers at Mubadala (2012) and ‘Three Generations’ (2013/4).
He has also produced several films and works as a cameraman. Yousif participated in
the ADMAF exhibition ‘Storytellers’ in 2012, ‘Three Generations’ in 2013 and ‘Emirati
Insights’, the 2015 Abu Dhabi Festival exhibition.

Zeinab Al Hashemi

Zeinab refers to her work as ‘Construction Design Art’; her practice falls between product
design and fine art. Her site-specific installations and public artworks are eclectic and
subversive, always transforming the quotidian. The only constant is a ritualised, nomadic
search for inspiration. She employs contemporary techniques and materials but draws
upon rich Emirati traditions. She has been widely exhibited across the UAE.



THE
ADMAF ART
COLLECTION

The ADMAF art collection has grown to more than
80 pieces. Since its inception, ADMAF has been
privileged to work with the leading proponents of the
visual arts sector; the collection is reflective of this
vantage, demonstrating the diversity of contemporary
Emirati and Middle Eastern artistic expression.

By exhibiting the collection in its offices and through
exhibitions and loans, ADMAF promotes the achievements
and oeuvre of each artist — engaging,

Comprising works by artists from across
the Arab world with a special focus

on Emirati practitioners, the collection
advocates creativity, innovation and
cross-cultural dialogue

ADMAF added five works to its collection in 2015,
including three commissions for the Abu Dhabi
Festival.

Sawsan Al Bahar, ‘Wra’a il Zaman (Leaves of Time)’
The specially commissioned installation is a metaphor:
a calendar of selected days carried away on the wind
as time passes by. It is a depiction of the state of
suspension in which Palestinian refugees live. Inspired

by the old printed Arabic calendars

educating and informing the public Demonstrating (Roznama, or Book of Days), it

about the region’s art scene.

consists of suspended 3D sculptural

the diversity of pieces; each piece is a page from

A flexible resource with no permanent

the Roznama carrying key dates in

gallery, ADMAF welcomes enquiries ~ contemporary Emirati  the past 70 years since the Nakba

from institutions interested in loans
from the collection.

of 1948. The work resembles sheets

and Middle Eastern of paper blowing in the breeze and

captures a frozen moment in time.

Gifts by individuals and organisations artistic expression ‘Wra’a Il Zaman’ was shortlisted for

are gratefully received and are

assessed based on factors such

as condition, provenance, storage and cultural value.
Acknowledgement is given to donors through ADMAF’s
website and catalogues.

Sawsan Al Bahar, ‘Wra’a il Zaman (Leaves of Time)’

the 2015 Christo & Jeanne-Claude
Award and a version was exhibited as part of the
annual ‘Made in Tashkeel’ exhibition. It is a 2015 Abu
Dhabi Festival Commission (see page 97).

Fatma Lootah, ‘The Perfume of the Earth’

(detail) the Bouquets’ (detail)

Noor Al Suwaidi, ‘In Ode to

Fatma Lootah, ‘The Perfume of the Earth’

A work on canvas and wood by the ltaly-based,
Emirati artist Fatma Lootah. Lootah’s subjects are
very often people from the UAE, real or imagined.
In ‘Perfume of the Earth’ she incorporates natural
materials of the land (wood, sand) and the images of
people to represent the nation. The work depicts two
generations, with a pillar of sand between, warning of
the potential divisions between them. “All eras of the
UAE are important, but the previous generations are
really the most critical,” she says. “Without them, the
UAE would not be as it is now. The newest generation
must remember that and stay connected, not just with
that memory but with the earth.” Itis a 2015 Abu Dhabi
Festival Commission (see page 97).

Noor Al Suwaidi, ‘In Ode to the Bouquets’

‘In Ode to the Bouquets’ is a celebration of the return
to the simple beauties that nature offers: it is as if
Al Suwaidi is asking us to stop and smell the roses.
Her work can best be described as a kaleidoscopic
trip into colourful canvases and variegated works on
paper, all oscillating between the realms of portraiture
and figurative abstraction. ‘In Ode to the Bouquets’
was inspired by an exhibition she saw at the Dallas
Museum of Art on 19"-century floral still-life. The
experience brought back early childhood memories
which she channelled into the work. It is a 2015 Abu
Dhabi Festival Commission (see page 97).

Ammar Al Attar, ‘Sibeel Water VII' (detail)

Ammar Al Attar, ‘Sibeel Water VII’

Taken from a series documenting details of the free
water fountains that adorn the exteriors of Emirati
palaces, mosques, factories and homes, ‘Sibeel Water
VII’, epitomises Al Attar’s capacity to telescope social
and cultural narratives into beautiful images of the
incidental every day. His anthropologist’s lens is trained
on details which metonymically stand for and preserve
greater aspects of his culture. ‘Sibeel Water’ speaks
of charity and traditions, both aesthetic and social. As
with many of his works, there is transience implied in
the very act of documentation; the reverence for the
simple subject implying the grander, disappearing way
of life it represents. It was exhibited at the 2015 Abu
Dhabi Festival exhibition, ‘Emirati Insights’.

Maitha Demithan, ‘Ajyal (Generations)’
Exploring the traditions of the UAE, this almost-life
sized photograph transposes two generations to
reference the traditions which bind them together. The
stitched, palimpsest aesthetic of two digital scans — a
younger and older man — are overlaid to highlight the
distances which can emerge as the country changes.
Unlike some of her more collaged images, ‘Ajyal’ still
exhibits a closeness between the two generations, the
similar stances of the two men, and the two generations
of falcons, suggesting a sustained connection. It was
exhibited at the 2015 Abu Dhabi Festival exhibition,
‘Emirati Insights’.

Maitha Demithan, ‘Ajyal (Generations)’




GRANTS

Enabling independent cultural expression across
the UAE, ADMAF Grants facilitate artistic and
cultural projects that would otherwise not be

AD MAF possible. Through financial assistance and advice,

grants support individuals and organisations who
G RANTS seek to further artistic practice and add value

to society through arts and culture. ADMAF

welcomes applications from across the UAE and

awards grants in a number of categories

Cultural Citizenship

ADMAF supports UAE nationals, as individuals or groups, to uphold local cultural expression and contribute to
the ongoing development of the national arts sector.

Community Arts

ADMAF supports initiatives by and for a wide variety of social groups across the UAE, regardless of age, class
or ability. ADMAF believes access to the arts provides an important voice to the underprivileged as well as those
located in remote areas.

Arts Education

ADMAF provides support to individuals, educational institutions and educational groups to enhance the
academic syllabus, extra-curricular programmes and capital projects.

2015 Grants

For an art competition to celebrate the often overlooked creativity of people with an autism spectrum disorder.
Using education, the initiative also sought to dispel myths by educating the wider community on these talents.

Khaled Al Jabri ‘Catow’

\ Support for Emirati writer and cartoonist to produce a pilot for his cartoon series ‘Catow’.

Karima Al Shomaly

Karima Al Shomaly’s prints, photography and installations have been part of exhibitions in the UAE and
internationally. The Sharjah-born artist has been undertaking a PhD at Kingston University in London since 2012,
supported by an ADMAF Grant. Once awarded, Karima will be the first ever, female Emirati Doctor of Fine Arts.
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Abu Dhabi Festival Lecture ‘Recent Preoccupations’ by Rem Koolhaas,
The American University of Sharjah




Going;_-.,;.j;tu
to Heaven

Saeed Salmeen Al Murry ‘Going to Heaven’

Sultan is a lonely boy whose late-Grandmother’s love was replaced by a stepmother’s disdain.
He sets out on a journey to find the tenderness he craves. Shot across four emirates, two
Emirati actors make their film debut. It received the 2015 Dubai International Film Festival
Best Emirati Feature and is set for nationwide release in August 2016.

Sumayyah Al Suwaidi ‘8" Ramadan Art Bazaar’

A collective art exhibition curated by the Nationals’ Gallery member featured works from
40 UAE-based artists, each piece selling for under 4,000AED in aid of charity. Creating
the opportunity to enjoy and acquire reasonably priced original works, participating artists
increased awareness of their work.

Abu Dhabi Festival Lecture ‘Recent Preoccupations’ by Rem Koolhaas,
The American University of Sharjah

Rem Koolhaas, Pritzker-prize winner and curator of the 2015 Venice Biennale of Architecture,
addressed an audience at the American University of Sharjah. The lecture formed part of the

Abu Dhabi Festival 2015 and was organised by American Institute of Architecture Students.
Audience: 800

‘More than Art’ Summer Camp

A four-week art programme for children, including two-weeks of workshops and activities
led by Emirati artist, gallerist and Nationals’ Gallery member Mattar Bin Lahej. The camp
concluded with a two-week exhibition at his Dubai gallery, Marsam Mattar.
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Diwan Concert and Educational Workshops,
Alliance Frangaise Abu Dhabi

Supported for concert performed by five women from five different cultures. Taking place on
International Women’s Day the concert was complemented by educational workshops and
formed part of the Abu Dhabi Festival 2015 community programme.

House of Arts, ‘Introduction to Music History’

Fourworkshops on music history for female students of UAE University, covering: Renaissance
and Baroque, Classical Period, Romantic and Impressionism and 20" Century, History of
Music in Arabic countries.

Jennifer Laursen, The Wasmuth String Orchestra

Concerts and complementary outreach activities across Abu Dhabi: Khalifa University, NYU
Abu Dhabi, La Sorbonne Abu Dhabi and The British School Al Khubairat.

Middle East Film & Comic Con, Dubai

During the fourth consecutive edition to be held in Dubai, an ADMAF grant facilitated travel
and accommodation for international professionals leading workshops and supported the
logistics, set-up and materials for the educational programme.




ADMAF

Arts and culture are the glue

that binds societies. Together
with its international partners,

I NTER NATI 0 NAL ADMAEF is creating the ideal
climate for meaningful cross-

The beginning of 2015 saw ADMAF Founder Hoda
Al Khamis-Kanoo speak at the landmark conference
‘Arab World Renewal’ in Paris. The international forum
at the Institut du Monde Arabe brought together key
stakeholders in the cultural sector. In front of a packed
audience, the ‘In Conversation’ session explored
the vision and impact of ADMAF,

moderated by Paris-Sorbonne

cultural dialogue and exchange

In May, ADMAF’s Founder met with leading cultural
institutions in the USA, namely Cleveland Orchestra,
Cleveland Museum of Art, existing partner Cleveland
Clinic Arts & Medicine Institute, the LA Philharmonic
and the American Film Institute. Subsequent to the
visit, ADMAF signed a co-commissioning agreement

with the LA Philharmonic for an

immersive, multimedia production

University Professor, Dr Fabien It enables all parties  of Ravel's ‘Mother Goose’ featuring

Chareix.

ARS Electronica as installation

to build bridges of artists, to be premiered in February

In April, ADMAF visited Barcelona

2016.

and held talks with the Gran Teatre UnderStanding and

del Liceu, one of Spain’s leading

July saw three co-commissions by

houses for opera and classical d/alogue between their the Abu Dhabi Festival revealed

music. Discussions led to the
signing of a strategic partnership in
September with the Liceu’s Artistic
and Production Director General,
Christina  Scheppelmann. From
Spain, ADMAF travelled to Italy
for the official opening of the UAE Pavilion at the
Venice International Biennale, curated by HH Sheikha
Hoor Al Qasimi. In addition, the Foundation met with
representatives of the German Research Centre
Venice, Palazzo Tiepolo Passi, Palazzo Grassi,
Fondazione Querini Stampalia, Venice International
University, and the renowned artist Fabrizio Plessi
with whom ADMAF is developing an artist mentoring
and residency programme.

Ravel's Mother Goose, LA Philharmonic

respective countries
and cultures

at Shubbak, London’s festival of
contemporary Arab culture. The
2015 opening concert ‘Burda’ saw
the prodigy Mustafa Said make a
welcome return to the Barbican
stage with The Asil Ensemble.

Accompanied by the celebrated vocalist Karima Skalli,
the concert featured three Burdas, song cycles that
combine poetry and music. ‘Homage to Sami Al Shawa’
celebrated the legacy of the great Arab violinist, and
featured Kuwaiti violinist Ahmed Al Salhi, while Khalid
Shafar’s installation ‘THE NOMAD’ became the visual
arts hit of Shubbak. Above and beyond these projects,
ADMAF also signed a partnership with Shubbak
to collaborate on more co-commissions as well as
audience development and arts education in the future.

Lincoln Center Global Exchange, New York City

August saw ADMAF visit the Paloma O’Shea
International Santander Piano Competition, and
witnessed Juan Perez-Floristan take first prize (the
first Spaniard in almost 30 years). During the visit,
ADMAF signed a partnership with the Queen Sofia
School of Music, the Madrid-based institution which
is part of the Albeniz Foundation. The second half of
2015 took ADMAF to the USA.

In September, ADMAF co-presented ‘Pianists for
Peace’ in Geneva for International Peace Day and
to mark the 70" Anniversary of the United Nations.
In collaboration with the Geneva Centre for Human
Rights Advancement and Global Dialogue and the
UNESCO Geneva Liaison Office, the evening featured
five pianists including Palestine’s Bishara Haroni.

In October, Hoda Al Khamis-Kanoo and ADMAF
Advisor Mohamed Abdul Latif Kanoo became founding
members of the Lincoln Center Global Exchange in
New York, joining leading cultural and corporate figures
to explore the impact of arts and culture on society. In
Washington DC, the Arab Gulf States Institute hosted
a lecture by ADMAF entitled ‘The Art of the Emirates’.
In association with the Middle East Institute, ADMAF
presented its latest book, enlightening a packed
audience on the dynamic nature of today’s Emirati
visual arts sector. The delegation also witnessed
Noura Al Kaabi, twofour54 CEO, collect a 2015
American Abroad Media Award in recognition of her
role in leading the UAE’s growing media industry. The

‘THE NOMAD’ by Khalid Shafar — Shubbak, London

USA visit also saw ADMAF engage in discussions
with the UAE Embassy, The Phillips Collection, The
Meridien Centre, The National Museum for Women
in the Arts, The Culture Shed, The Kennedy Centre,
Aspen Music Festival & School, and the National
Portrait Gallery as well as existing partners American
Ballet Theatre, Jazz at Lincoln Center and Carnegie
Hall. Meetings with composers Mohammed Fairouz
and Tareq Yamani have resulted in commissions
destined to bear fruit in 2017 and 2020.

The year ended with a visit to Abu Dhabi by the Artistic
Director of the Edinburgh International Festival,
Fergus Linehan, who spoke to staff and members of
ADMAF’s Cultural Excellence Fellowship in addition
to continuing discussions with Hoda Al Khamis-Kanoo
on future paths of collaboration.

By the end of 2015, ADMAF had 25 strategic cultural
partnerships with leading arts organisations around
the world. By aligning with established, non-profit,
cultural organisations, ADMAF is able to channel
international best practice into the UAE cultural sector,
thus nurturing higher standards of artistic creation
and delivery. In addition, it enables all parties to build
bridges of understanding and dialogue between their
respective countries and cultures, thus contributing to
the enhancement of bilateral relations. Partnerships
also create an essential channel to communicate and
share missions, objectives and activities to a broad
and diverse audience.

Pianists for Peace, Geneva
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ADMAF

Bringing the world to

Abu Dhabi and taking

WORLD

Canada: Russell Maliphant (2011); Dominican Republic: National
Michael Schade (2014); Symphony Orchestra; José Antonio
Jan Lisiecki (2015), Molina (2011); Aisha Syed Castro
USA: Rosamund Mack, Neil Rutman (2015)

(2003); David Korevaar (2005);

Waleed Howrani (2006); CATCUNY

(2009); Wynton Marsalis, Duke

Ellington Big Band (2010); Cleveland

Clinic Arts & Medicine Institute (since

2010); Ensemble ACJW, Margaret

Wolfson, Kevin Spacey, Yefim

Bronfman (2011); Christo (since

2011); Natalie Cole, Declassified

Ensemble (2012); Quincy Jones,

Dominick Farinacci, Joshua Bell

(2013); Decoda Ensemble, Bill

Fontana, Herbie Hancock, Renée

Fleming, American Ballet Theatre

(2014); Chicago Shakespeare Theater

(2015); FotoFest International (2015);

Carnegie Hall, Jazz at Lincoln, The

Metropolitan Opera, American Ballet

Theatre (ADMAF Partners)

Abu Dhabi to the world

Venezuela: Gustavo Dudamel & The
Simon Bolivar Symphony Orchestra
of Venezuela; Simén Bolivar Music
Foundation (2014)

Brazil: Gilberto Gil (2013); Sérgio
Mendes (2015)

Uruguay: Erwin Schott (2008)
Argentina: Gorosito-Cataldi-De La
Vega Trio (2008)

Morocco: Asma Al Munawar (2008);
Sidi Larbi Cherkaoui (2012)

Algeria: Hamza Bounoua

(2008); Rachid Koraichi (2011);
Contemporary Ballet of Algiers (2014)
Tunisia: Anouar Brahem (2003); Nja
Mahdaoui (2008); Latifa (2009)
Libya: Ali Omar Ermes (2008)
Egypt: Nazih Girgis (2004); Cairo
Symphony Orchestra (2007); Susan
Hefuna, Khaled Selim (2008); Bait Al
Oud, Egyptian Philharmonic Society
Orchestra, Adam Henein (2010),
Sherine Tohamy, Dina El Wadidi
(2013); Hosni Mojahed (2014)

>
|

Bahrain: Beit Al Quran (2007); Abdulla Al Muharragi, Jamal Abdul Rahim (2008)
Iraq: Sa’di Al-Hadithi (2003); Naseer Shamma (2004/5/7/8/10/12); Mohamed
Ghani Hikmat (2007); Dia Al Azzawi (2009); Zaha Hadid Pavilion (2011); Hassan
Massoudy, Magamat (2012)

Iran: Pari Saberi (2007); Parviz Tanavoli (2010)

Jordan: Mona Saudi (2008); Karim Said (2009); Macadi Nahhas (2011);
Bassem Al Selawi, Maysoon Masalha (2014); Jordan Media Institute (ADMAF
Partner)

Lebanon: Lebanese National Oriental Orchestra (2006); Elias Rahbani, Charbel
Rouhana, Tarek Atrissi (2007); Marcel Khalife (2007/8); Nabil Helou, Zeina
Basbous, Zakira Project, Roger Moukarzel, Hiba Al Kawas (2008); Magida EI
Roumi (2009); Abdel Rahman El Bacha, Bassam Lahoud, Compagnie Pauline
Haddad, Soumaya Baalbeki (2011); Oussama Rahbani (2011/13); Fadel
Shaker, Babel Theatre (2012); Bechara El Khoury (2013); The Asil Ensemble
for Contemporary Arab Music, Michel Fadel (2014); Mayssa Karaa (2015); The
Foundation for Arab Music Archiving & Research, Baalbeck International Festival
(ADMAF Partners)

Oman: Royal Oman Symphony Orchestra (2003)

Palestine: Kamanjati (2007); Laila Shawa (2008); Edward Said National
Conservatory of Music (2010); Ashtar Theatre (2014)

Syria: National Symphony Orchestra (2009, 2011); Sawsan Al Bahar (2015)
Turkey: Istanbul Chamber Orchestra (2006); The Ottoman Court Collection from
Dolmabahce Palace (2006); Goksel Baktagir (2012)

UAE: Abdul Aziz Al Fadli; Abdul Aziz Al Musallem; Abdul Rahim Salem; Abdul
Rauf Khalfan; Ahmed Zain; Al Ghadeer; Ali Al Saloom; Amal Al Agroobi; Amel

Al Marzoogqi; Amna Al Fard; Azza Al Qubaisi; Bait Al Oud; Dana Al Mazrouei;
Aisha Bilkhair; Ebtisam Abdulaziz; Emirates Youth Symphony Orchestra; Faisal
Al Sari; Fantasia Ballet; Farid Al Rais; Fatma Lootah; Habib Ghuloom Al Attar;
Hamdan Al Abri; Hamdan Buti Al Shamisi; Jalal Lugman; Karima Al Shomaly;
Khawla Darwish; Maitha Demithan; Mattar Bin Lahej; Mohammad Al Madani;
Mohamed Al Buraiki; Mohamed Al Mazrouei; Mohammed Al Astad; Mohammed
Al Harmoudi; Mohammed Al Hashimi; Mohammed Kazem; Nabeel Al Mehairibi;
Najat Makki; Noor Al Suwaidi; Nujoom Al Ghanem; Qais Sedki; Rawia Abdullah;
Resuscitation Theatre; Saeed Salmeen Al Murry; Saoud Al Dhaheri; Shamsa

Al Omaira; SAMA Quartet; Sara Al Nuami; Sara Al Qaiwani; Sougha; START;
Sultan Al Amimi; Summayah Al Suwaidi; Takht Al Emarat; Yousif Al Harmoudi,
Barjeel Art Foundation, among others; Zayed University, New York University
Abu Dhabi, UAE University, Higher Colleges of Technology, Sharjah University,
UAE Red Crescent (ADMAF Partners)

Australia: Slava & Leonard
Grigorayan (2005); Claudia Zorbas
(2007); Sydney Opera House (2015)
China: Monks from the Shaolin
Temple (2012); YUNDI (2013)
Japan: Tokue Hisako (2007);
Nobuyuki Tsujii (2010)

South Korea: Sarah Chang (2008);
Ah Ruem Ahn (2015)

Philippines: Bayanihan National Folk
Dance (2007)
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Armenia: Hasmik Leyloyan (2010)

Austria: Ambassade Orchestra Vienna
(2007); Salzburg Marionettes (2010)
Azerbaijan: Azerbaijan Opera (2003);
Azerbaijan State Symphony Orchestra (2005)
Belgium: José Van Dam (2009); Orchestre
Royal de Chambre de Wallonie, Isabelle de
Borchgrave (2011); Julien Libeer (2015);
BOZAR & Queen Elisabeth Music Chapel
(ADMAF Partners)

Cyprus: Cyprien Katsaris (2003)

Czech Republic: Premier College Youth
Symphony Orchestra (since 2010); Czech
Philharmonic, Ji-i B-lohlavek (2013)
Denmark: Nikolaj Znaider (2008)

Estonia: Kristjan Jarvi (2010)

France: French Art Festival, La Semaine
Francophone (2008); Jean-Yves Thibaudet
(2008/9); Roberto Alagna (2009); Le Capitole
Opera (2010); Augustin Dumay, Sylvie
Guillem, Jean-Guihen Queyras (2011);
Ibrahim Maalouf (2012); Gautier Capugon
(2014); Institut du Monde Arabe, Institut
Frangais, UNESCO

(ADMAF Partner)

Germany: Roswitha Lohmer (2003); Patrick
Simper, Deutsches Symphonie-

Orchester Berlin (2006); Kunst Museum Bonn
(2007); Jonas Kaufmann, Andreas

Gursky (2009); Arabella Steinbacher (2010);
SemperOper Ballet, NDR Radiophilharmonie
Hanover (2012); Dresden Philarmonic, Sascha
Goetzel (2014); Anne-Sophie Mutter (2015)
Holland: Tiibingen Chamber Orchestra
(2004); Bernadeta Astari (2008); Rem
Koolhaas (2015)

Hungary: The Budapest Festival Orchestra
(2015)

Iceland: Vladimir Ashkenazy (2014)
Ireland: Sir James Galway (2009); National
Youth Orchestra of Ireland (2011)

Italy: Armonia Quartet (2005); Daniela Lojarro
(2007); Amato lonata Organic

Jazz Band (2008); Andrea Bocelli (2009);
Puccini Festival Opera & Orchestra (2010);
Nicola Luisotti (2011); Riccardo Muti & the
Luigi Cherubini Youth Orchestra (2015)
Lithuania: The Lithuanian Chamber
Orchestra (2008)

Montenegro: Milo§ Karadagli (2014)
Norway: Leif Ove Andsnes (2015)

Poland: Katarina Peers (2003); Krzysztof
Jablonski, The National Polish Radio
Symphony Orchestra, Krzysztof Penderecki
(2010); Szymon Brzéska (2012)

Romania: Angela Georghiu (2009); lon Marin
(2009)

Russia: Anastasia Khitruk (2006); State
Hermitage Orchestra, Russian Youth
Chamber (2007); Vladimir Jurowski, Anna
Netrebko (2008); The Bolshoi Ballet &
Orchestra (2008/9), Nina Kotova (2009);
Maxim Beloserkovsky & Irina Dvorovenko,
Dmitri Hvorostovsky, Valery Gergiev (2011);
Maxim Vengerov, St Petersburg Philharmonic,
Yuri Temirkanov (2012); Mariinsky Theatre
(ADMAF Partner)

Slovakia: Eugen Prochac (2005); The
Keleman Trio (2007)

Spain: Musica Antigua (2004); En Dos
Palabra (2006); José Carreras (2007); José
Maria Gallardo del Rey, Evru, Miguel Trillo,
Miguel Oriola (2008); Placido Domingo (2013);
Queen Sofia College of Music, Grand Teatre
del Liceu (ADMAF Partners)

Sweden: Swedish Radio Symphony
Orchestra (2007)

Finland: In Time Quintet (2007)

UK: British Philharmonic Orchestra (2006);
London Philharmonic Orchestra (2008);
Mathew Barley (2008-10); English National
Ballet (2009); Live Music Now (2009/10/13);
Birmingham Stage Company, London
Symphony Orchestra, Wayne Marshall, Sir
Colin Davies (2010); Globe Education at
Shakespeare’s Globe (2010-13); The World
Orchestra for Peace (2011); October Gallery
(2011-12); Anoushka Shankar (2012); Kev
Sutherland, Dez Skin (2011); Engineering
UK (2011); Scottish Opera (2012/13); Tim
Rhys-Evans, Bryn Terfel (2013); Oily Cart,
Trevor Kweku Blackwood (2014); European
Union Youth Orchestra, University of London
SOAS, Prince’s School of Traditional Arts;
Manchester International Festival, Edinburgh
International Festival, Royal Opera House,
British Council, Shubbak Festival (ADMAF
Partners)

Ukraine: The National Symphony Orchestra
of Ukraine (2007/13)



80

Three distinguished institutions signed
strategic partnerships with ADMAF in

2015. Each signified the beginning of a
collaboration to nurture creativity, education

NEW
PARTNERS

Shubbak | July 2015

Following three Abu Dhabi Festival co-commissioned works at the 2015 Shubbak Festival of contemporary Arab
culture in London, ADMAF signed a Letter of Cooperation with Shubbak Chair, Omar Al Qattan. The two parties
plan to develop further co-commissions and other mutually beneficial forms of collaboration in the years ahead.

and audiences for the arts

Queen Sofia College of Music | August 2015

Confirming a shared commitment to cross-cultural exchange and intercultural dialogue, a Letter of Cooperation
was signed by Hoda Al Khamis-Kanoo, ADMAF Founder, and Paloma O’Shea Artifiano, 15t Marquise of O’Shea,
Founder and Principal of the Queen Sofia College of Music. The letter was signed in the presence of HE José
Eugenio Salarich, Spanish Ambassador to the United Arab Emirates during an ADMAF visit to the 18" Paloma
O’Shea International Piano Competition of Santander in Spain.

Gran Teatre del Liceu | September 2015

Signifying a mutual interest to collaborate in music, opera and arts development, ADMAF signed a Letter
of Cooperation with Barcelona’s prestigious opera house, the Gran Teatre del Liceu. The co-operation was
inaugurated in a signing ceremony at Emirates Palace between Christina Scheppelmann, Artistic and Production
Director General of the Gran Teatre del Liceu and Hoda Al Khamis-Kanoo, ADMAF Founder.

L S A R i

INTERNATIONAL

STRATEGIC
CULTURAL
PARTNERS

ROYAL
OPERA

HOUSE

The UK opera house and performing arts venue
became a valued partner in 2011, which led to
the commissioned revival of the 2009 production
‘Beloved Friend’ for the 2012 Abu Dhabi Festival.
The partnership is expected to continue to flourish
in the form of commissions as well as education and
vocational opportunities for young Emiratis.

The New York City classical ballet company with an
annual season at the Metropolitan Opera House joined
ADMAF in 2011 and made its debut appearance in
Abu Dhabi at the 2014 Festival.

INSTITUT
DU MONDE
ARABE

Founded in Paris in 1980 by 18 Arab countries, IMA
joined forces with ADMAF at the end of 2011. The first
manifestation of the partnership was the exhibition
‘25 Years of Arab Creativity’ at the 2013 Abu Dhabi
Festival.

ﬁa;iyquh;qugﬁEi;pmn
(oY BAALBECK INTERNATIOMAL FESTIVAL

The oldest cultural event in the eastern Mediterranean,
the Festival partnered with ADMAF in 2011. Itis hoped
that the relationship will lead to co-commissions,
educational opportunities and cross-marketing activity.

ADMAF has been a partner of the New York City
opera house’s network since 2010, and has screened
productions at the Abu Dhabi Festival: Gounod’s
Hamlet (2011) and Wagner’s Ring Cycle (2012).
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ADMAF’s global network
aims to generate long-term
benefits for the UAE creative
and cultural industries

@w MARIINSKY THEATRE

Led by Maestro Valery Gergiev, The Mariinsky Theatre
is a symbol both of St Petersburg and of Russia. Since
it was founded 200 years ago, the Mariinsky Theatre’s
glory and international fame have been firmly grounded
in three things: its Opera, Ballet and Orchestra. In
2013, Abu Dhabi Festival welcomes the Mariinsky
Ballet & Orchestra in its first ever appearance in the
UAE.

ADMAF has engaged in two co-commissions with the
world’s first festival of original, new work and special
events, which takes place biennially in the UK. The
Zaha Hadid Pavilion portable performance space was
premiered in Manchester in 2009 and in Abu Dhabi in
2011. ‘Music Boxes’ was premiered in Manchester in
2011 and in the UAE capital in 2012.

ADMAF has worked with the New York music landmark
since 2010. In 2011/12, Ensemble ACJW delivered
workshops and performances, reaching over 500
Emirati pupils. The Declassified ensemble followed in
2013 accompanied by Carnegie Hall Executive and
Artistic Director, Sir Clive Gillinson, who delivered
the Festival lecture at Zayed University. Since 2014,
Carnegie Hall affiliated ensembles have run an
annual, highly successful residency with a concert
performance during the Abu Dhabi Festival.

Signed in the presence of the Lord Provost of Edinburgh
in August 2012, ADMAF’s historic partnership with
one of the most exciting (and oldest) arts festivals in
the world, is expected to lead to the commissioning
of new works; education & vocational development
opportunities for Emirati undergraduates and
graduates; as well as cross-marketing collaboration.
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ADMAF partnered with the center in 2011. Led by
Wynton Marsalis (Abu Dhabi Festival 2010 artist), the
collaboration has initiated joint programmes in music
education to engage Abu Dhabi schools. During Abu
Dhabi Festival 2015, Dominick Farinacci (trumpet)

and Richard D. Johnson (piano) ran interactive musi-
cal workshops for schoolchildren.

@0 BRITISH
®® COUNCIL

Chairman Sir Vernon Ellis signed the agreement with
ADMAF at the 2012 Abu Dhabi Festival. In November
2014, The Cultural Excellence Fellowship, a joint initi-
ative, was launched, which provides world-class train-
ing to emerging and established Emirati cultural man-
agers and creative entrepreneurs. The British Council
provided additional support for the Shubbak Festival
concert ‘Burda: Asil Ensemble & Karima Skalli’.

The Centre for Fine Arts in the heart of Brussels
is expected to work with ADMAF on future co-
commissions, as well as cross-marketing and
educational initiatives for students and graduates.

The Queen Elisabeth Music Chapel partnership was
signed in 2010. In the same year, the UAE capital wel-
comed baritone José Van Dam then ‘Mozart Master-
pieces’ at the 2011 Festival, with the Orchestre Royal
de Chambre de Wallonie, violinist Augustin Dumay
and Chapel laureates. In 2015, award-winning emerg-
ing talent Julien Libeer performed as part of the Abu
Dhabi Festival Recital Series and the school’'s direc-
tor, Bernard de Launoit delivered an Abu Dhabi Fes-
tival Lecture on ‘Music Transmission’. ADMAF looks
forward to supporting talented young musicians from
the Arab region in their studies at this extraordinary
Belgian institution.

The non-profit media and journalism educational
institution founded by HRH Princess Rym Ali joined
hands with ADMAF in 2012. Today ADMAF invigilates
admission exams for UAE applicants to the JMI, while
JMI professors give lectures to ADMAF’s Young Media
Leaders.

An agency of the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Institut Frangais is responsible for promoting French
culture globally. Since signing a partnership, the
two parties have co-presented a concert by Emirati
soprano Sara Al Qaiwani and pianist Hugues Leclerc.

ADMAF signed with the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organisation in 2013, and has
subsequently co-funded the Arabic edition of the UN
Creative Economy Report 2013, co-published by
UNESCO and UNDP. The Report was the subject of
an Abu Dhabi Festival debate in 2015.

AMAR assists in the preservation of rare music ar-
chives from Egypt, Lebanon and Syria. Having sup-
ported the album ‘Early Singers from Bilad Al Sham:
Syria, Lebanon, Palestine’, both parties signed a part-
nership, which has resulted in The Asil Ensemble of
Contemporary Arab Music performing at the 2014 Abu
Dhabi Festival. In 2015, ADMAF supported a sec-
ond album and accompanying book ‘Sami Al Shawa:
Prince of the Violin’ as well as two concerts at Lon-
don’s Shubbak festival.

ADMAF and PSTA have been working together since
2009 holding annual workshops to nurture Islamic
arts practice in Abu Dhabi schools and universities.
In 2014, the organisations signed a partnership and
delivered The Islamic Art Path during the 2015 Abu
Dhabi Festival, including workshops and an exhibition
for students in Al Ain and Abu Dhabi and training for
UAE-based teachers.

Signed in 2013, ADMAF has established scholarships
for two eligible Emiratis who wish to pursue an MA in
Art & Architecture of the Islamic Middle East or Music
in Development. The 2015 Abu Dhabi Festival Lecture
‘Arab Cultural Production in the Digital Age’ was
delivered by SOAS Senior Lecturer Dr Dina Matar.

F

Sharing a common goal to foster youth musicianship,
the two parties signed an agreement upon the debut
appearance of the EUYO at the Abu Dhabi Festival in
March 2015.

CCAMI and ADMAF have been collaborating on
symposia, lectures and in-hospital recitals for
healthcare students, professionals and patients since
2009. With the advent of a new facility in Abu Dhabi
opening in 2015, a partnership was signed during
the ‘Three Generations’ exhibitions at the Institute in
Ohio. The partnership will reach its next milestone with
concerts during Abu Dhabi Festival 2016.

Since its foundation in 1847, Barcelona’s opera
house has continued to fulfil its role as a culture and
arts centre and today stands as one of the symbols
of the city. ADMAF’s cooperation was initiated in
2015 and promises fruition via performances and co-
commissions in future festivals.

The Cultural Excellence Fellowshlp program
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The Queen Sofia College of Music is a private music
college founded in Madrid, Spain in 1991 by Paloma
O’Shea. A Letter of Cooperation was signed in 2015
based on an existing relationship which includes
Emirati soprano Sara Al Qaiwani’s participation in
the 2014 Santander Festival Summer School and the
Arabic Gulf debut of Ah Ruem Ahn during Abu Dhabi
Festival 2015. The partnership is a commitment to
future initiatives and platforms, including recitals at
the Abu Dhabi Festival, performance opportunities
for Arab musicians at the College and involvement of
College professors in ADMAF’s music education work.

London’s festival of contemporary Arab culture
joined the network in 2015 to collaborate on more
co-commissions as well as audience development
and arts education in the future. July saw three co-
commissions by the Abu Dhabi Festival revealed:
‘Burda’, ‘Homage to Sami Al Shawa’ and ‘THE
NOMAD'.

ersh |p wuth the Bntlsb Counpll
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ADMAF is a source of information,
providing important commentary on

the UAE and Middle Eastern cultural
P U B I_I CATI 0 N S sector. Available in print, many items

are also accessible online

A number of seminal publications have been released by ADMAF since its inception in 1996. Between January
to December 2015, ADMAF published 17 newsletters, magazines, brochures, programmes and books, including
the following:

Supported by The Art of the Emirates

During 2015, ADMAF published its first retail book, available in bookstores across the GCC.
The luxury coffee-table book documents the UAE’s visual arts sector through some of those
who have shaped it.

Telling the individual stories of artists, foundations, educators and gallerists, the book offers
an overview of the dynamic cultural context of the nation. The first edition of a future series,
the book looks back to the origins of the cultural sector, while celebrating its bright future
growth through young talent. In-depth interviews and studio portraits take readers behind the
scenes, giving rigorous and unprecedented insight into the motivation, passion and vision of
some of the UAE’s leading arts protagonists.

ik

e = a- o I

-

-

e
e el . ]

e

View From Inside

This limited edition publication accompanied the Abu
Dhabi Festival 2015 exhibition of the same name.
Showcasing a diverse selection of photography, video
and mixed media art by leading contemporary Arab
artists. The publication, like the exhibition, vividly
reveals the inter-relationships between tradition and
change, both regional and global, and how these
connections are central to the way contemporary artists
engage with the world around them. The publication
includes essays by Karin Adrian von Roques, lead
curator, as well as FotoFest co-founder and curator,
Wendy Watriss. ‘Emirati Insights’, an exhibition
focused on Emirati artists working in photography,
videography and mixed media, is also documented in
the book.

The ADMAF Tribune

Published three times a year, The ADMAF Tribune
features a round-up of the latest news. The Tribune are
a cornerstone of the Foundation’s communications plan
and are distributed to arts audiences throughout Abu
Dhabi and are also made available online. Members
of ADMAF’s Young Media Leaders programme write
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two issues, providing valuable experience in writing
arts reviews, previews and features for the nation’s
budding journalists. The third issue is distributed to
Abu Dhabi Art visitors.

My News Magazine

ADMAF Publications works closely with Young Media
Leaders each year to publish one issue of ‘My News’
magazine. Featuring interviews, opinion pieces,
travelogues and reviews, the articles — all written
by undergraduate students — seek to highlight the
promise of tomorrow’s media professionals. My News
is distributed nationwide through newspapers.

Abu Dhabi Festival Programmes

These programmes are exclusively available to
ticketholders for the Abu Dhabi Festival’'s programme
at Emirates Palace as well as audiences for the Riwaq
Al Fikr/Festival Debates. Each one offers a detailed
insight into the history of the works presented and
performed, and also includes biographies of the
participating artists and organisations.




MARKETING

ADMAF
MARKETING &

COMMUNICATIONS

REPORT

Between January and December 2015, ADMAF
activities attracted extensive press coverage.
A total of 1,184 reports about the Foundation and its
initiatives ran across print, online, television and radio,
generating a 38% increase in editorial value. A total of
six opinion-editorials were published in The National
Newspaper (UAE), Al Ittihad Newspaper (UAE), Al
Bayan Newspaper (UAE) and
Al Hayat Newspaper (UK) in
addition to prime coverage
in ABC Cultural, Voyage
Magazine, Liberta, Q Travel,
Arte, Sky News, RFI and Radio
Monte Carlo.

ADMAF extended its media

reach by 15%, communicating to 10,098,150 people,
which was made possible by activating new channels
across airports, in-flight entertainment systems and
cable networks.

Social media continues to be a key aspect of the
Foundation’s digital strategy providing a number of
engagement platforms. 2015 saw 21% increase in
Facebook fans, 37% increase in twitter followers,
104% Instagram and 1,944% increase in YouTube
channel views. The Abu Dhabi Festival social media
platforms witnessed steady growth with 26% increase
in twitter followers, 56% increase in Facebook fans,
243% increase in Instagram fans and 135% increase
in YouTube channel views.

To engage, empower and
inspire the youth market
through the introduction of
IAMADF’ hashtag

The ADMAF
marketing machine
plays an important
role in developing
audiences for the arts
and highlighting the
significance of the
Foundation’s work

In addition to ADMAF arts education, community arts,
special projects and festival initiatives, the media
singled out the launch of ADMAF’s major publication
‘The Art of the Emirates’, Abu Dhabi Festival's
participation at Shubbak Festival and the signing of
letters of cooperation with Gran Teatre del Liceu,
Queen Sofia College of Music and twofour54.

An integrated communications
campaign was developed to
celebrate ‘ldea: The Seed of
Invention’, the theme of the
12th edition of the Abu Dhabi
Festival. The purpose of the
campaign was to engage,
empower and inspire the youth
market through the introduction of IAMADF’ hashtag
across the Festival's digital and social media platforms.

An additional two new sessions of the Artists’ Studio
— ADMAF’s online initiative that inspires and informs
young people about careers in arts and culture —
were filmed and posted on the Foundation’s official
YouTube channel. The sessions included Sérgio
Mendes and Nujoom Al Ghanem.

The websites of ADMAF and the Abu Dhabi Festival
witnessed 14% growth in traffic with 422,878 page
views and 98,735 new users.



60,111,885

Facebook impressions

40,724

new Facebook fans

1,615

new Instagram followers

2,894

new twitter followers

7,228,842

organic twitter impressions

17,464

YouTube channel views

2.78

ADMAF website pages/sessions

129,035

Website sessions

00:02:37

average session
duration on website

1,184

media reports

492

media activities

6

opinion editorials

217

media interviews

AED
10,856,000

editorial value

Abu Dhabi Festival Audience
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CORPORATE
PARTNERS

ADMAF has partnered with many businesses
since its establishment in 1996. In 2015, it enjoyed
collaborations with several companies operating in
the UAE.

Mubadala remained ADMAF’s largest corporate
partner, choosing to associate with initiatives that
elevated the knowledge capacity of young Emiratis with
a strong focus on arts, science and technology. The
United Arab Emirates University’s IT student project
‘Robotic Artist’, the Ministry of Science’s Abu Dhabi
Festival performances in Al Ain and Abu Dhabiand The
Mubadala Design Commission
involved hundreds of young
people across the Emirate as
innovators and audiences. In
addition, Mubadala enabled
ADMAF to continue its

pioneering ‘Music in Hospitals’ ImpaCt on so

These visionary businesses
are ensuring that ADMAF’s

A partnership with the arts offers a cost
effective way to associate with creative
excellence and national identity in order to
address a corporate social responsibility
agenda or stand out in a competitive
marketplace

Nahayan Mubarak Al Nahyan to Ayesha Jassim
Al Badi of Zayed University. Her winning artwork
‘M9108” was enjoyed by thousands of ticketholders to
the 2015 Abu Dhabi Festival’s concerts at Emirates
Palace. Gulf Capital also enabled media students of
HCT Abu Dhabi Men’s College to visit the New York
Film Academy; while students of Zayed University’s
College of Arts and Creative Enterprises were able to
acquire important Islamic design skills.

Harnessing the power of music, Waha Capital
enabled ADMAF to reach 179 students through
the ‘Melody, Harmony and
Rhythm!” workshops with Jazz
at Lincoln Center. In addition,
its support of ‘The Art of the
Emirates’ enabled the first book
dedicated to Emirati visual art

Clety continues to be released in bookstores

series, advocating the benefits to deepen and grow across the GCC and Lebanon,

of music to the UAE healthcare

sector. Finally, Mubadala’s

involvement in the Cultural Excellence Fellowship will
ensure that the UAE creative and cultural industries
continue to flourish, driven by citizens with the aptitude
and acumen to lead it. In total, more than 850 people
directly benefitted from Mubadala’s partnership with
ADMAF in 2015, in addition to the many thousands
across the country and beyond that were reached
through the initiatives’ marketing campaigns.

Gulf Capital continued its partnership with ADMAF
across a range of platforms that reflected its
commitment to education. The 2015 Gulf Capital —
ADMAF Creativity Award was presented by HE Sheikh

raising levels of appreciation

for UAE creativity. The seminal
publication was further highlighted through ADMAF’s
continuing partnership with The Galleria. Lightboxes
across the luxury retail and dining destination located
on Al Maryah Island presented some of the country’s
leading artists and their works.

Total, EGA and Senaat concluded ADMAF’s family
of corporate partners in 2015, enabling ADMAF to
directly engage with over 2000 children, students
and young people with special needs. Together with
Chopard, the Abu Dhabi Festival Award partner, these
visionary businesses are ensuring that ADMAF’s
impact on society continues to deepen and grow.

Strategic Partners
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‘When Music Matters’ starring
Mayssa Karaa. Abu Dhabi Festival 2015

ABU DHABI
FESTIVAL 2015

In 2015, the Abu Dhabi Festival celebrated its 12
edition thanks to the vision and unwavering support of
HH General Sheikh Mohammed Bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme
Commander of the UAE Armed Forces; and HE Sheikh
Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahyan, Minister of Culture,
Youth & Community Development whose patronage
of the initiative is a source of constant encouragement
and guidance. The support of all other partners and
stakeholders, especially the Abu Dhabi Tourism &
Culture Authority, is also greatly appreciated.

Idea: The Seed of Invention

2015 was named the ‘Year of Innovation’ by the federal
government. The UAE’s ambition is encapsulated
in the National Innovation Strategy, a commitment
to building innovation incubators, school and
university programmes and global

Consisting of 45 productions, 140 events
in 30 venues across the seven Emirates.
The 2015 Abu Dhabi Festival celebrated
ideas as the seed of invention

In a world that has never been as complex and diverse
as it is today, the ability of Abu Dhabi to generate new
ideas, to be the place of invention, is one of paramount
importance. The UAE capital possesses a clarity of
vision in which culture and heritage are as valued as
science and technology. We are blessed to have all
these elements in place and our role, indeed our duty,
is to spark enlightenment, to empower, encourage and
inspire new ideas and embrace them. In such fertile
soil, we can sew the seeds that can best equip us to
shape our future world.

Through the Abu Dhabi Festival as well as our year-
round arts-based initiatives, ADMAF opens the doors
of knowledge to broaden horizons, to enable us all
to imagine the impossible. We create the optimal
conditions to be able to say ‘What if?” We strive to

support that first, simple, brilliant

idea and allow the magic of

partnerships. The focus on utilising Creaﬁng the perfect creativity to happen.

the power of the mind to bring

about further progress reflects an  conditions to germinate In the young media leaders

extraordinary ecosystem presentin

this country that can sew the seeds  the seeds of creativity

of invention.

of every citizen

Being a hub for new ideas is the

reclamation of a long tradition of

Arab thinking and something that ADMAF encourages
throughout the UAE by embedding and nurturing
creativity.

Anyone who is familiar with Bedouin culture —
historically, one of the founding elements of Arab
culture and identity — will know that, in the water-
scarce environment of the desert, the notion of a seed
growing is not taken lightly. Every plant that stems
from a seed bears witness to a powerful, yet fragile,
miracle. It bears witness to life itself, to life’s resilience,
and to life’s extraordinary creativity.

ADMAF’s work is that of cultivating the desert — of
creating the perfect conditions to germinate the seeds
of creativity of every citizen of the UAE and then
nurturing these seeds until they blossom.

Why do we do this? Why do we believe that nurturing
creativity is essential to the future of the UAE?
Because, throughout history, mankind can trace its
evolution through periods of co-existence when the
energy of cultural expression has fuelled the pursuit
of progress and led to the discovery of new paths of
thought.

and cultural entrepreneurs we
are training; in the emerging
flmmakers, writers, artists and
musicians we are funding; and in
the audiences for the arts we are
fostering, we are exploring new theories, perspectives
and practices. And in 2015, the year that the Abu
Dhabi Festival theme is ‘Idea: The Seed of Invention’,
we invited the nation’s next generation to look beyond
the boundaries of convention.

The lasting wealth of a nation is creativity. It is the
world’s only limitless resource to ensure our prosperity
- economically, culturally and socially. After all, a little
less that 20 years ago, ADMAF was just an idea.
Today, with a school and university network that spans
the UAE, a family of global partners and a portfolio
of creative platforms, we dream of making the desert
flourish with ideas that will make a difference and will
drive the UAE for generations to come.

In the end, the seeds, the ideas we plant are a force
for good, the promise of a new future and of new
possibilities, not only for us, but also for our children.
All this lies at the heart of ADMAF and of the Abu
Dhabi Festival.

From the speech by Abu Dhabi Festival Artistic Director, Hoda Al Khamis-Kanoo, at the press conference in December 2014.
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Festival Country of Honour: Republic of Italy

Each year, a country of honour commemorates the Festival’s contribution to bilateral cultural relations. Previous
designates have been the United States of America (2014), Spain (2013), UK (2012), Belgium (2011), Poland
(2010), France (2009), Lebanon (2008, 2006), and Egypt (2007). The 2015 Abu Dhabi Festival Country of
Honour was ltaly, which featured performances by The Luigi Cherubini Youth Orchestra conducted by Riccardo
Muti. HE Giorgio Starace, Ambassador of the Republic of Italy to the UAE, was present at numerous events
throughout.

Guests of the Festival

Each year, ADMAF invites key figures from the international cultural sector to experience the Abu Dhabi Festival
and participate in its discussion series, Riwaq Al Fikr. This helps the festival strengthen its global profile, develop
key relationships within the industry and even identify projects for the future. In 2015, ADMAF welcomed to the
Abu Dhabi Festival the following distinguished Individuals:

HRH Archduchess Eilika Mercedes Stoutzker

Austria Philanthropist, UK

HRH Prince Georg von Habsburg Oussama Rifahi

Archduke of Austria Executive Director, Arab Fund for Arts & Culture,
Anita Cosgrove Lebanon

Cleveland Clinic Global Arts and Medicine Institute Professor Yudhishthir Raj Isar
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2015 ABU DHABI FESTIVAL
FACTS & FIGURES

ITALY 28,61 3 total audience
Country of Honour 920/0 free events

8 gulf premieres 1 15+

participating
Emirati
practitioners

140

Bernard de Launoit

President, Queen Elisabeth Music College, Belgium
Charlotte Lloyd Webber

Lamplighter Theatre, UK

Dr Anna Paolini

Representative in the Arab States of the Gulf &
Yemen, UNESCO

Dr Dina Matar
Senior Lecturer, University of London School of
Oriental and African Studies, UK

Haifaa Al Mansour

Filmmaker, Saudi Arabia

Hatoon Zuhair Kadi

Writer & Presenter, Saudi Arabia
lan Stoutzker

Founder Chairman, Live Music Now
Manish Pandey

Filmmaker, UK

France

Rochelle Roca-Hachem
Officer for Culture, UNESCO

Russell Granet
Executive Director, Lincoln Center Education, USA

Salem Brahimi
Filmmaker, France

Stéphan Vincent-Lancrin

Senior Analyst & Project Leader, Organisation for
Economic Co-operation and Development France

Stephen Stapleton

Founding Director, Edge of Arabia & The Crossway
Foundation, UK

Wael Attili

Creative Founder, Kharabeesh Network, Jordan

events
20
nationalities
days in the
audience
30
venues E geﬁss
J releases
= N 28
7Emirates ﬁ\ journalists

AED

5Tm _
o theme:
1 Emirati-led worth of ID E The Seed
initiatives media value of Invention

o 16 o 20
countries international

represented guests

45 90%

productions capacity of ticketed performances

commissions

2015 Festival Awards
Riccardo Muti | Ivan Fischer | Jean-Pierre de Launoit
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AB U D HAB I The Abu Dhabi Festival Awards are

FESTIVAL
AWARDS

Presented in association with Chopard, the Abu
Dhabi Festival Award has become the benchmark
of cultural excellence. Inaugurated in 2012, the
first award commemorated the eminent Lebanese
conductor and composer, Dr Walid Gholmieh (1938—
2011), and was received by HE Fouad Siniora,
former Prime Minister of the Republic of Lebanon
and his widow, Elham Gholmieh. In 2013, Placido
Domingo was honoured for his contribution to opera,
his support of young practitioners, and his tireless
commitment to nurturing new audiences. In 2014,
an unprecedented three awards were bestowed on
three outstanding individuals who have dedicated

presented annually in recognition of
outstanding lifetime contributions to
arts and culture

their lives to inspiring and engaging youth in music:
José Antonio Abreu, Gustavo Dudamel and Quincy
Jones. To mark the 12" edition of the Abu Dhabi
Festival, Patron HE Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al
Nahyan bestowed awards on two of the world’s
leading conductors, lvan Fischer and Riccardo Muti
who continue to push the boundaries of their practice
while engaging the young in upholding the rich legacy
of classical music. In a similar vein, a posthumous
award was received by Bernard de Launoit, President
of the Queen Elisabeth Music College in Belgium, on
behalf of his father, Comte Jean-Pierre de Launoit
(1935-2014).

COMMISSIONING

INNOVATION

In the field of music, the Festival Composers’ Platform
has supported the development and release of new
works by artists. Previous beneficiaries have included
Faisal Al Saari (UAE), Naseer Shamma (lraq),
Bechara El Khoury (Lebanon/France), Hiba Al Kawas
(Lebanon) and Macadi Nahhas (Jordan). Between
January and December 2015, the Festival supported
three creations, which were made available to
audiences through a listening post at Emirates Palace.

The Foundation for Arab Music Archiving
and Research (Lebanon/UAE)

As part of the 2015 Abu Dhabi Festival, ADMAF
continued its collaboration with its partner to produce
‘Sami Al Shawa: Prince of the Violin’ a four-CD box set
featuring 83 original tracks and a book celebrating one
of the Arab fathers of the violin. In July, The Festival
commissioned two concerts at Shubbak Festival in
London: ‘Sami Al Shawa: Prince of the Violin’ starring
Ahmed Al Salhi and ‘Burda: A Suite of Seven Lyrical
Chapters’ performed by The Asil Ensemble for
Contemporary Arab Music. The release of the ‘Burda’
CD coincided with the UK debut performance.

In the visual arts, the Festival is developing a track
record as a commissioner of new work. During 2015,
the festival commissioned three works which were
displayed at Emirates Palace:

Sawsan Al Bahar (Syria)

‘Wra’a il Zaman (Leaves of Time’) is a metaphor: a
calendar of selected days carried away on the wind
as time passes by. The installation is a depiction of
the state of suspension in which Palestinian refugees
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Each year the Abu Dhabi
Festival commissions new
work by leading musicians
and artists, creating a legacy
for the world that is rooted in
the United Arab Emirates

live. Shortlisted for the 2015 Christo & Jeanne-Claude
Award, a version was exhibited at ‘Made in Tashkeel’,
Dubai. (see page 70)

Fatma Lootah (UAE)

‘The Perfume of the Earth’ incorporates natural
materials of the land (wood, sand) and the images
of people to represent the nation. The work depicts
two generations, with a pillar of sand between. “The
newest generation must remember that and stay
connected, not just with that memory but with the
earth,” says Lootah. (see page 70)

Noor Al Suwaidi (UAE)

‘In Ode to the Bouquets’ is a celebration of the
return to the simple beauties that nature offers; as if
Al Suwaidi is asking us to stop and smell the roses.
It was inspired inspired by an exhibition she saw at
the Dallas Museum of Art on 19th-century floral still-
life. The experience brought back early childhood
memories which she channelled into the work.
(see page 70)

Khalid Shafar (UAE)

‘THE NOMAD’ is an interactive public installation
supported by the Abu Dhabi Festival and Dubai Design
District (d3). It debuted in July at Shubbak in London
and then returned to Dubai in October. The work is
a contemporary architectural reinterpretation of the
Arish — a traditional Gulf house made from palm trees
and fronds. Using similar modular building techniques,
Shafar offers a new outdoor design which functions
both as a social space and a sculptural installation.
It will be presented at the Abu Dhabi Festival 2016.
(see page 77)
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