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20TH ANNIVERSARY OF ABU DHABI FESTIVAL
OPENS WITH JUAN DIEGO FLOREZ AND FRIENDS

BY SHARINA ALFALAHI
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For two decades Abu Dhabi Festival
has been introducing the magic of music,
art, theatre, dance, and film to the public.
To celebrate the 20th anniversary held
under the theme ‘The Will for Evolution),
Juan Diego Florez and Friends opened the
special edition of Abu Dhabi Festival at
Emirates Palace with a concert performed
by the Peruvian opera star accompanied
by Vincenzo Scalera on piano with gui-
tarist Jonathan Bolivar featuring a pro-
gramme of famous opera arias followed
by Latin American songs. Ahead of the
concert, the beloved singer received the
Abu Dhabi Festival award for his lifetime
contributions to music and for trans-
forming the lives of thousands of children
through his Foundation, Symphony for
Peru from ADMAF patron His Excellency
Sheikh Nahygan bin Mubarak Al Nahyan,
Minister of Tolerance and Coexistence.

The first half of the concert show-
cased the remarkable talents of Florez and
Scalera together in a mesmerising opera
performance brimming with passion.

Their seamless understanding of each oth-
er’s breath-taking skills was evident, capti-
vating the audience from the very first note.
As someone experiencing opera for the first
time, | was astounded and gained a new-
found appreciation for this art form.

Scalera skilfully weaved together intri-
cate melodies and Florez’s voice, rich and
powerful, transported audiences to a time of
elegance and astounding beauty. The energy
emanating from the audience could be felt.
They were enthralled, eagerly embracing
the journey through the highs and lows of
the music, swept away by the ever-changing
tones of Florez’s profound voice. The collec-
tive atmosphere was charged with anticipa-
tion and delight, as evergone surrendered to
the captivating allure of the performance.

Following the first half of the concert
aspiring Emirati singer Rashed Al Nuaimi
took the stage. It was a poignant sight to
witness an Emirati artist being a significant
part of the festival’s grand opening night.
The audience was immediately captivated
by Al Nuaimi’s performance, as his velvety
and emotive voice effortlessly filled the air.

Minister of Tolerance and ADMAF Patron, H.E. Sheikh Nahyan bin Mubarak Al
Nahyan, and ADMAF Founder H.E. Huda Alkhamis-Kanoo bestow the Abu Dhabi
Festival award to Peruvian opera star Juan Diego Florez.
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We are grateful to Huda Alkhamis-Kanoo, for her unwavering
dedication and tireless efforts in enhancing Abu Dhabi’s position
as a leading cultural destination. The 20th -anniversary edition of
the Festival serves as a platform for cultural dialogue and a bridge
between East and West deeply rooted in the heritage of the UAE
and leads the way in advancing cultural diplomacy efforts and
strengthening the UAE’s international presence.

)

- His Highness Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan,

Emirati Singer Rashid Al Nuaimi with ADMAF Founder H.E. Huda Alkhamis-Kanoo. Minister of FOI‘Eign Affairs and International COOperation

There was an undeniable sense of connection between Alnuaimi and the
crowd, as his smooth yet powerful voice filled the concert hall. His performance
was a testament to the power of music to transcend cultural boundaries and unite
people in shared experiences. The presence of Al Nuaimi on that stage served as a
source of inspiration and pride, highlighting the rich talent and artistic contribu-
tions of Emirati artists in the global landscape of music.

Following the emerging star’s brilliant performance, the concert resumed
with Florez joined by guitarist Jonathan Bolivar leading a talented ensemble of
musicians. The ambience turned from rich purples and blues to more vibrant co-
lours as the setting shifted from the majesty of opera to the electric beats of Latin
American music. The change in the atmosphere was felt once Florez began to sing

PRESENTED BY

and it was as if we were all part of the same family, dancing, singing, and celebrat-
ing our love of music. Each song seemed to hold a special meaning for the opera
legend who gave us a tantalising taste of the culture and soul of each country from
which it emanated.

Throughout the performance, Florez interacted with the audience, taking
requests, and engaging in a way that made everyone feel completely immersed in
the experience. This personal touch added to the excitement of the evening, leav-
ing us all eager to hear him sing the different requests and enjoy the excitement
of the night. Juan Diego Florez and Friends was the perfect way to inaugurate a
Festival that celebrates the arts and creates a sense of community. Two decades of
celebrating the beauty of music and the arts and still more is get to come.
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REWARDING EMIRATI EXCELLENCE

BY MARIAM BAHWAN

March 1st, 2023 will forever be a remarkable
day etched in my memory. It marked the opening
night of the highly anticipated 20th-anniversary
edition of Abu Dhabi Festival where [ would have
the exceptional opportunity to emcee the ADMAF
Award Ceremony in the presence of H.E. Sheikh Na-
hyan bin Mubarak Al Nahyan, Minister of Tolerance
and Coexistence, and H.E. Huda Alkhamis-Kanoo,
Founder of ADMAF and Founder and Artistic Direc-
tor of Abu Dhabi Festival.

The ceremony honoured the exceptionally
talented Emiratis who had won the coveted ADMAF
awards the gear prior, making it a night to remem-
ber for all who were present. As a member of AD-
MAF’s Young Media Leaders programme, it felt tru-
ly empowering as a young Emirati woman to use the
skills I had acquired in the programme to success-
fully present the ambitious winners of the award on
stage. | was not only proud of myself, but of my fel-
low Emiratis and their achievements. As I called out
their names to receive the award from H.E. Sheikh
Nahyan and H.E. Huda Alkhamis-Kanoo, I couldn’t
help but admire all they had accomplished.

Ameena Khalfan Alali, a Zayed University
graduate, won the Gulf Capital ADMAF Visual Arts
Award for her unforgettable work ‘My Grandmother
Ameena’s Wishes, which captures the childhood
tales of her grandmother through poetic hand
gestures. Hamdan bin Shfayan Alameri received
the Gulf Capital ADMAF Creativity Award, which
recognises emerging Emirati talent in the fields of
visual and performing arts, literature, and film. He
won the award for his playscript, ‘Room 2071, about
the pressures faced by scholarship students to fulfil
the often unreasonable expectations set by family
and society. The talented writer received the award
alongside his fellow castmates Ali Alahbabi,

ADMAF Award winners from top left clockwise: Sultan Dafoon, Ali Lari, Omar Al Ansari, Ali Alahbabi, Hamdan Alameri, Maitha Al
Hammadi, Ameena Alali, Media Alfalasi, Asma Almarri, and Dr. Ebtesam Alteneiji.

Omar AlAnsari, Dr. Ebtesam Alte-
neiji, and Abdulaziz Alshamsi.
Maitha Al Hammadi, an
American University of Sharjah
architecture graduate, was the
recipient of the TotalEnergies
Sustainability Design Award,
which acknowledges outstanding
innovation and accomplishments
of young Emiratis in the realm
of sustainable design and ar-
chitecture. She won the award
for her project, ‘Agro-Industrial
Tourism.” The ADMAF Design
Fund Award, in collaboration
with L’Ecole School of Jewelry

Arts and supported by Van Cleef
& Arpels, aims to empower young
Emiratis to kickstart their ca-
reers in creative industries. Asma
Almarri and Media Alfalasi, both
students of the Dubai Institute

of Design and Innovation, were
announced as the winners of the
2022 award for their impressive
work, an ear cuff jewellery piece
paying homage to Emirate moth-
ers, ‘Osha’

The Unproduced Screenplay
Award in partnership with Al Ain
Film Festival went to 3 talented
individuals— Ali Lari for his film
The Scale, Sultan Ali Humaid
Dafoon Alaleel for Nessah, and

RKhalaf Jamal Fairouz for Apple.
The award ceremony was
a private and intimate event
that hosted the winners, alon
with their families and friends,
to celebrate their remarkable
achievements. Witnessing the joy
of loved ones made the already
special night, even more memora-
ble. The award ceremony not only
recognised their achievements
but served as a testament to the
potential our nation’s gouth hold
in shaping the future with their
creativity and innovation, while
inspiring others to follow their
dreams and passions.

GREGORY PORTER BRINGS A NIGHT

OF SOUL TO ABU DHABI

On a warm evening in Abu Dhabi, jazz enthu-
siasts and music lovers gathered at Emirates Pal-
ace for an unforgettable performance by Grammy
Award-winning jazz singer, Gregory Porter as part of
the special 20th edition of Abu Dhabi Festival.

Porter took to the stage with his signature Kan-
gol Summer Spitfire hat and warm smile, enchanting
the audience with his rich, soulful voice. He began
the performance with 'Painted On Canvas, which
transported the audience to a world of heartache and
emotion. The song, which appears on porter’s album
Be Good, is a poignant reflection on the pain of lost
love. As Porter’s voice soared over the haunting mel-
ody, the audience was captivated by the raw emotion
of his performance.

Porter desired to take his audience on a trip
with him with "Take Me to the Alley' which was a
standout moment of the evening, with Porter de-
livering a powerful and emotional rendition of the
song. Before he began to sing, Porter spoke about
the inspiration behind the song, which is a haunting
reflection of the lives of those living on the margins
of society. The performance was a moving tribute
to the resilience and strength of those who often go
unnoticed and unheard.

Porter is not only a talented singer but also a
generous performer. During his performance, Porter
stepped back from the microphone and allowed his
band members to showcase their skills through solos
and improvisation. The audience was treated to a
showcase of talent as the bassist, pianist, saxophon-
ist,and drummer each took their turn in the spot-
light, demonstrating their mastery of their respective
instruments.

Jazz legend Gregory Porter.

BY MARIAM ALMARZOOQI

Porter combined two of his songs
from his album Liquid Spirit,'Musical
Genocide' and 'Grandma’s Hands' - into
a powerful medley. The juxtaposition of
the two songs was a significant statement
about the importance of preserving musical
traditions and honoring the legacies of those
who came before us. As Porter’s voice rose
over the music, the audience was captivat-
ed by the raw emotion and intensity of the
performance. The seamless blending of the
two songs was a testament to Porter’s skill
as both a songwriter and performer.

As Gregory Porter’s performance drew
to a close, he saved one of his most powerful
songs for last. 'Holding On/, which features
electronic duo Disclosure, is a high-pow-
ered and uplifting anthem that had the
entire audience on their feet. As Porter’s
crescendo-ing voice filled the concert hall,
the energy in the room was electric. The

song’s message of hope and resilience was a
perfect way to end the performance, leaving
the audience feeling inspired and energised.
Porter’s ability to connect with his audience
through his music was on full display during
his performance of 'Holding On) and it was
a fitting end to a truly unforgettable evening
of jazz music.



Dance Company E during the world premiere performance of ‘The Pearl Diver’s Daughter’.

AN ENCHANTING EVENING OF
STORY AND DANCE

BY DIALA RHALID DARWISH

Abu Dhabi Festival held the world premiere of
"The Pearl Diver’s Daughter, its co-production with
the US Embassy in Abu Dhabi and the Cultural
Foundation, on the 19th of March at the Cultural
Foundation. Written by Emirati female playwright,
Maitha Al Khayat, with music composed by Emi-
rati female composer, Eman Al Hashimi, the per-
formance was a mesmerising portrayal of culture
and tradition, submersed with mystical acrobatic
dances and an array of mood-altering musical
symphonies.

The show was a captivating display of the
profound history of the pearl diving industry
within the United Arab Emirates, showcasing the
beauty and challenges of the region’s past. It was
a celebration of Emirati culture, with immersive
dance routines from the talented cast of the Amer-
ican contemporary dance group Company E. The
audience was taken on a time-traveling journey as
the performance depicted the life of a pearl diver
and his everlasting connection and undying love
for his daughter. The pearl diver risked his entire
life by voyaging the depths of the ocean to fulfill his
daughter’s wish. Embedded within the performance
were themes such as family values, relationships,
and the sacrifices made for loved ones.

Maitha Al Khayat’s writing was magisterial, and
she skillfully brought to life the story of the pearl
diver’s daughter, which is a reflection of the strong
family bonds within Emirati families. The play
highlighted the essence of generosity, and the im-

portance of kinship while disseminating the vitality
of preserving the United Arab Emirates culture,
and the role of family unity in doing so. Eman Al
Hashimi’s music complemented the play sufficient-
ly, balancing modern tunes and traditional Emirati
music, adding to the authenticity while maintaining
the performance’s modernity.

The audience was entranced and enthralled by
the performance, which received a well-deserved
standing ovation at the end. Many viewers spoke
of the beauty of the show and were in awe of the
powerful messages it held. The Abu Dhabi Music
& Arts Foundation (ADMAF) was pleased to have
organized such a successful event. The Founda-
tion’s mission is to promote the scope of artistry
and culture of the United Arab Emirates and the
wider Arab world. The Pearl Diver’s Daughter was
a spectacular reflection of the Foundation’s work
and its commitment to showcasing the region’s rich
heritage through art.

In conclusion, The Pearl Diver’s Daughter was
a triumph of storytelling, music, and dance. The
show’s success was a testament to the talent of the
cast, the skill of the writer and composer, and the
organisers’ dedication. The show took its audience
on a memorable rollercoaster of emotions and shed
light on the significance of family, which is the core
gem of the rich Emirati culture. Abu Dhabi Festival
can be proud of its world premiere of The Pearl
Diver’s Daughter, which will surely go down in his-
tory as a remarkable tribute to Emirati culture.
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THE RETURN
OF FESTIVAL
IN THE PARK

BY SHARINA ALFALAHI

Abu Dhabi Festival’s annual Festival in the Park
returned on 12 & 13 March at Abu Dhabi’s Umm Al
Emarat Park Amphitheatre, as part of the 20th anni-
versary edition held under the theme ‘The Will for
Evolution’.

The two-day event featured a number of enter-
taining and educational activities to be enjoyed by
people of all ages and backgrounds. As part of AD-
MAF’s effort to create a more inclusive community,
several initiatives were made available exclusively
to People of Determination to encourage them to
seek creativity and the arts as a form of expression.
The Dance Micro-Workshop presented by Dance It
Forward Dubai and instructed by Ancy Alexander, for
example, is designed to instill confidence in partici-
pants and raise awareness about inclusivity.

Commenting on the annual event, Her Excellency
Huda Alkhamis-Kanoo, Founder of the Abu Dhabi
Music & Arts Foundation, Founder and Artistic Direc-
tor of Abu Dhabi Festival, said: “Our annual Festival
in the Park is a multi-faceted cultural celebration
highlighting our ongoing efforts to be active drivers of
social unity and community development. This year,
we bring the public together to celebrate the talent
of our nation’s rising stars, providing a platform for
Emirati musicians and performers to showcase the
breadth of their pioneering abilities”.

The first day of the fun-filled festival included
among many interesting workshops like the Sustain-
able Palm Eye Art workshop with Emirati Artist Azza
Al Qubaisi, a drumming and dance workshop and
storytelling session with Saudi filmmaker and chil-
dren’s author Khadijah Kudsi in the afternoon. The
evening came to an end with a performance by two of
the UAE'’s rising talents. Emirati composer and pianist
Hamad Al Taee delivered a moving performance with
his original songs and opera singer Ahmed Al Ho-
sani gave a soulful performance that left audiences
impressed by the breadth of his vocal range.

The following day on Monday the 13th of March,
people enjoyed a comedy show as a way to unwind
after an entertaining and enlightening day of work-
shops. Emirati comedian Abz Ali, who is a certified
dentist by day, made the audience laugh with his
unique perspective and funny outlook on society.
Sundeep Fernandes from India has made a name
for himself in the UAE comedy scene, and he did not
disappoint delivering his signature deadpan humour
at Festival in the Park. Filipino comedian Imah Dum-
agay showed us all why she is a crowd favourite.

Every year, Festival in the Park brings joy to the
community and this year was certainly no different.
Next year’s edition is sure to be a wonderful celebra-
tion that will create cherished memories for all those
who participate.

A young participant enjoys an art workshop at Festival in the Park.

Emirati opera singer Ahmed Al Hosani (left) and Emirati composer Hamad Al Taee with ADMAF
Founder H.E. Huda Alkhamis-Kanoo.
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Panellists Maryam Aida ‘Minova), Fatima Bin Safwan ‘FAFA’ and composer Thab Darwish.

EMIRATI MIUSICIANS:
BETWEEN CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES  suessasnan

The Abu Dhabi Music & Arts Foun-
dation (ADMAF) organised a panel dis-
cussion in collaboration with Berklee
Abu Dhabi featuring emerging Emirati
artists and musicians, under the title
'Emirati Musicians: Challenges and
Opportunities' within the framework
of the Foundation’s 'Riwaq Al-Fikr'
initiative, which has been providing
opportunities for the public to engage
in dialogue with leading intellectuals,
diplomats, and cultural dignitaries
since its inception in 2010.

Guest speakers of the insightful
talk moderated by writer and journal-
ist Saeed Saeed featured prominent
members of the nation’s music scene
including Emirati composer, Universal
Music Artist, and First Emirati voting
member of the Grammy Recording
Academy Thab Darwish, as well as
the Emirati-Honduran artist Fatima
Bin Safwan, known as 'FAFA', and Abu

Dhabi-based Emirati artist Margam
Aida, known as 'Minova.' The dialogue
centered on the challenges the musi-
cians faced in their artistic careers and
the opportunities that arose during
their respective journeys. They also
touched upon the incredible trans-
formation the nation’s capital has
undergone over the years, including
the significance of the designation of
Abu Dhabi as a 'City of Music' by the
UNESCO Creative Cities Network in
2021 and its impact on musicians and
cultural and musical institutions in Abu
Dhabi, in addition to the importance

of developing international platforms
for emerging artists in the UAE and the
Arab region.

Audience members heard first-
hand accounts from the musicians on
current cultural and artistic issues,
such as the role of arts and music in
creating cultural identity, the impor-

tance of innovation and creativity in
the music industry, as well as the role
of arts and culture in promoting cultur-
al dialogue and understanding between
different peoples and cultures.

The talk concluded with a conver-
sation on the importance of investing
in the talent of the youth through vari-
ous programs that enable young artists
to develop their skills and achieve
their ambitions in the music industry,
among them Berkeley Abu Dhabi,
which provides young artists with an
opportunity to develop their musical
and performing skills. Darwish himself
has received a tremendous amount of
support from ADMAF which has sig-
nificantly impacted the development
of his career and for which he remains
very grateful. Last year, the Foun-
dation’s flagship Abu Dhabi Festival
commissioned and produced his ‘Sym-
phony of Three’, which celebrates the

UAE’s values of peace, love and toler-
ance in four movements in collabora-
tion with Emmy and Grammy-winning
American composers John Debney and
David Shire.

For over a decade, ADMAF’s Ri-
wagq Al-Fikr has been encouraging di-
alogue between local and international
intellectual and artistic elites, through
the exchange of experiences, knowl-
edge, and opinions on various cultural
issues. By bridging diverse voices and
perspectives, Riwaq Al-Fikr has plaged
a pivotal role in nurturing an enriching
intellectual environment, fostering
cross-cultural understanding, and the
collective growth of the global artistic
community.

ADMAF CELEBRATES WORLD POETRY DAY

BY MARYAM IBRAHIM

ADMAF celebrated World Po-
etry Day 2023 on March 22nd with
an evening of poetry inspired by the
exceptional achievement of the lon-
gest Arab space mission by Emirati
astronaut Sultan Al Neyadi. The en-
gaging talk moderated by poet Sameh
Kaawach was held as part of ADMAF’s
8th edition of Riwaq Al Adab Wal Kitab
and featured ‘Prince of Poets’ runner-up
Najat Al Dhaheri, and poets Mariam Al
Zaraouni and Dr. Hassan Al Najjar.

The Foundation’s Riwaq Al Adab
Wal Ritab initiative aims to strength-
en and support the Emirati publishing
industry by presenting the achieve-
ments of Emirati and Arab writers.
The initiative seeks to foster creativity
among local writers and to preserve
and celebrate the beauty of the Arabic
language in literature and its role as a
key element of national identity.

Held at the Manarat Al Saadigat
Theater Hall, the talk drew a large
crowd who gathered to hear the in-
triguing insights of the guest speakers
as they explored the poetry of the late
Founding Father Sheikh Zayed, the
profound significance of Arabic po-
etry in addressing a range of societal
concerns and its integral role in Emirati
society, deeply rooted in heritage and

culture. They also highlighted its impact
on preserving the Arabic language and
spreading knowledge to future genera-
tions.

Her Excellency Huda Alkhamis-
Ranoo, Founder of the Abu Dhabi Music
& Arts Foundation, Founder and Artistic
Director of Abu Dhabi Festival, said:
“We are pleased to celebrate World
Poetry Day with an evening of poetry
inspired by the poems of Sheikh Zayed,
paying tribute to Emirati astronaut
Sultan Al-Negadi’s historic journey to
space. We commemorate this excep-
tional achievement by presenting the
talents of established Emirati poets
Najat Al Dhahri, Maryam Al-Zarouni,
and Dr. Hassan Al-Najjar who through
insightful dialogue share their unique
perspectives and interpretations of
Sheikh Zayed'’s poetic legacy.”

Her Excellency added: “ADMAF’s
Riwaq Al Adab Wal Ritab, now in its
eighth gear, has published over 120
books in thought, literature, and po-
etry. The special initiative highlights
our commitment to preserving cultural
identity and Arabic literature while
celebrating the UAFE’s rich heritage and
its determined will for evolution.”

The engaging talk was a great success, attracting a diverse audience of po-
etry lovers from across the region. The participants enjoged an evening of rich
cultural exchange, highlighting the deep connection between poetry and the
heritage of the United Arab Emirates. The event was a testament to ADMAF’s
commitment to enhancing artistic and cultural excellence in the region and
demonstrated the importance of poetry as a means of expression and commu-
nication, and its significance in preserving cultural heritage.

Emirati poets (from left to right) Mariam Al Zaraouni, Dr. Hassan Al Najjar, and Najat Al Dhaheri
engage audiences of ADMAF’s World Poetry Day talk.
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AWARD-WINNING COMPOSER TAN DUN
CAPTIVATES AUDIENCES AT ABU DHABI FESTIVAL

BY SHAIRHAALALIAND
MARIAM AL MARZOOQI
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H.E. Salem Khalid Al Qassimi, Minister of Culture and Youth and ADMAF Founder H.E. Huda Alkhamis-Kanoo bestow the Abu Dhabi Festival Award to world-renowned composer Tan Dun (far left).

On the 17th and 18th of March, internationally celebrated composer Tan Dun
took audiences in Abu Dhabi on a journey of emotional discovery, transcending
the boundaries of time and place. His first performance as part of the 20th anni-
versary of Abu Dhabi Festival, entitled ‘From West to East: A Classical Odyssey’
at Emirates Palace saw the renowned composer conduct the Orchestra of Teatro
Comunale di Modena Pavarotti-Freni joined by world-famous Chinese cellist
Jian Wang in an unforgettable musical concert featuring an iconic repertoire of
Mozart, Tchaikovsky and Mussorgsky. The performance was a masterful display
of exceptional talent from two of the most acclaimed figures of contemporary
classical music. Before he took the stage, Tan Dun received the Abu Dhabi Fes-
tival award in recognition of his outstanding lifetime achievements, innovative
contributions to contemporary music, and tireless dedication to advancing peace
and intercultural dialogue through his exceptional work bestowed by His Excel-
lency Salem Khalid Al Qassimi, Minister of Culture and Youth, and Her Excellen-
cy Huda Alkhamis-Kanoo, Founder and Artistic Director of Abu Dhabi Festival.

The concert was followed by the world premiere of Tan Dun’s Pipa Concer-
to. He plaged the traditional stringed Chinese instrument with such grace that
members of the audience found themselves lost in the beauty of the instrument
which seemed to evoke feelings of longing, joy, sorrow, and excitement almost all
at once.

The following evening, on the 18th of March, Tan Dun returned to the stage
to perform his eight-years-in-the-making work, Buddha Passion. Inspired by
the city of Dunhuang and its ancient caves, Tan Dun created a powerful musical
masterpiece that weaves chants, stories and sounds into a breathtaking vocal
masterpiece, capturing the Buddha'’s teachings and timeless concepts of love,
forgiveness, sacrifice and salvation in six spectacular acts.

The first act of the powerful opera entitled ‘The Bodhi Tree’ told of the little
prince who would later become Buddha after having become enlightened. The
second act, ‘The Deer of Nine Colors’ follows the extraordinary journey of a
magical deer known for its magnificent multicolored coat whose beautiful ap-
pearance attracts the attention of a greedy hunter who seeks to possess its mag-

ical hide. The sorrowful tale serves as a lesson about the consequences of greed
and the significance of appreciating and safeguarding the wonders of nature.

The third act highlighted a heartbreaking tale with a beautiful message. Enti-
tled ‘A Thousand Arms and A Thousand Eyes’ it told through the powerful voices
of Chinese soprano Lei Xu and tenor Yi Li, the tale of an Emperor’s three daugh-
ters, and the compassion demonstrated by the most beautiful of the three who
sacrifices her eyes and arms to save the life of a dying women. We learn from
the story that by opening our hearts and extending a helping hand, we can make
a profound difference in the world. The solemn act was followed by the more
upbeat Zen Garden which told through music a contemplative tale illustrating
profound lessons about mindfulness, perception, and the nature of reality.

The breath-taking opera culminated in the last two acts ‘Heart Sutra’ and
‘Nirvana), the ultimate state of enlightenment and liberation from suffering,
which was followed by a standing ovation and audible praise from the audience.
The Grammy and Oscar winning conductor’s ability to convey deep spiritual
themes through his music was evident, and the audience was left with a sense of
awe and wonder at the beauty and complexity of his work.

Ahead of his performances at Emirates Palace, Tan Dun shared his artistic
practice with Mariam Almarzooqi who made her debut as a presenter by inter-
viewing the famous composer Tan Dun before his performance for ADMAF’s
Young Media Leaders program. Mariam provided a unique opportunity for the
Young Media Leaders program to gain valuable insights into the world of music
composition and the creative industries.

Without a doubt, the master conductor’s performances at the special 20th
anniversary edition of Abu Dhabi Festival were truly unforgettable experiences
that left a lasting impression on all who were fortunate enough to witness them.

Without a doubt, the master conductor’s performances at the special 20th
anniversary edition of Abu Dhabi Festival were truly unforgettable experiences
that left a lasting impression on all who were fortunate enough to witness them.
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RIWAQ AL FIKR TALK

THE NEW AGE OF MUSIC AND ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

From left to right: Mariam Al Askari, Mohammed Al Ogaily and Professor Hasan Hujairi.
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In line with its vision to support and empower
the youth, the Abu Dhabi Music & Art Foundation
(ADMAF) has signed a memorandum of under-
standing with the Mohamed bin Zayed University of
Artificial Intelligence (MBZUAI). The agreement aims to provide students with
opportunities to gain knowledge through initiatives and programmes featuring
international professors, speakers, artists in residence, scientists, and thought
leaders in the cultural and creative sectors.

Commenting on the partnership with MBZUAI, H.E. Huda Alkhamis-Kanoo,
Founder of the Abu Dhabi Music & Arts Foundation and Founder and Artistic
Director of Abu Dhabi Festival said: “The MOU marks an exciting new chapter in
the intersection of technology and the arts. This important collaboration prom-
ises to push the boundaries of creativity, innovation, and knowledge exchange
and reflects ADMAF’s efforts in fostering a thriving arts and culture scene while
embracing the transformative potential of technology.”

MBZUAI President and University Professor Eric Xing said “I'm excited to
partner with Her Excellency Huda Alkhamis-Kanoo as ADMAF and MBZUAI
share the same mission — to celebrate, cultivate, and embrace creativity in all its
forms. Art and science are siblings in human history, and together, our institu-
tions will work to develop a new generation of leaders who are well-rounded in
both.”

The MOU came ahead of the Riwaq Al Fikr - ADMAF Talk held in collabora-
tion with MBZUAI entitled ‘Music and Artificial Intelligence’ which engaged au-
dience members at the University’s Knowledge Center Auditorium in an insight-
ful discussion on how new Al technologies can create unique forms of artistic
expression across music and the performing arts, and its implications for the
future of music. The panel of leading experts in the field of music and artificial
intelligence included Gus Xia, Visiting Assistant Professor of Machine Learning
at the MBZUAI; Hasan Hujairi, Music Department Manager, Sharjah Performing
Arts Academy; and Mohammed Al Ogaily: VP Product Anghami.

Moderator Mariam Al Askari began with opening remarks before the panel
commenced by discussing how Al tools may help in creating artistic expressions,
but that we as humans, must compose, learn, and appreciate the art form.

Professor Hujairi, as an introduction, highlighted the fact that music is ex-
tremely versatile which means listeners may not be able to detect the music was
generates by Al, which isn’t necessarily an issue. The panel moved on to explore
the current challenges the industry is facing, and highlighted that as creators
and humans, we must understand and adapt. In addition, it was pointed out that
“Music is a medium of human expression,” therefore, fear of robots taking over is
unnecessary since both humans and Al must learn to co-exist. Additionally, Mr.
Al Ogaily expressed how Al contributes to minimising manual work, removing
the unnecessary processes, and allows the artist or creator to focus on what is
really important, similar to the way google replaced yellow books.

Moreover, when asked regarding instances where Al tools surprised the
panelists Professor Hujairi indicated that Al tools shocked him as they aided him
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in composing, performing live on stage, mixing and mastering levels for qual-
ity to balance, and providing a professional touch to his music without resorting
to expensive producers as a low budget musician. Dr. Xia added that the learning
principles behind human learning and machine learning is quite similar, surpris-
ingly, owing to the fact that one can apply identical learning techniques to both
in order to teach them from point zero and going forward. He expressed that
in the future, he does not see robots replacing musicians and artists, since it’s a
medium of human emotions.

The discussion then shifted to the panelist’s opinions regarding the changing
roles of musicians, producers, and computer scientists. Professor Hujairi ex-
pressed how such a notion isn’'t necessarily negative, since it provides the artists
creative and even tech freedom that enables them to create according to their
own needs as artists. Mr. Al Ogaily agreed, saying that the discussion of “what is
possible” constantly exists and highly depends on both software engineers and
artists. Dr. Xia added “A long term for the future of Al and music would be keep-
ing a natural balance when it comes to Al-created art” and that “the creativity of
the software should be created in a method that humans cannot detect”.

Following the Q and A session where a few audience members had exceed-
ingly thought-provoking inquires, the engaging talk came to an end after provid-
ing listeners with a deeper understanding and broadening their perspectives on
the new age of music and artificial intelligence.

ADMAF Founder H.E. Huda Alkhamis-Kanoo signs MOU with MBZUAI President Eric Xing.
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