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As the Abu Dhabi Festival enters its third decade, it aligns with Abu Dhabi’s
cultural vision, reinforcing its commitment to bolstering the UAE’s global presence
and showcasing renowned creators on the city’s stages. The Festival mirrors its
organisers’ belief in the pivotal role of culture and arts in fostering hope, spread-
ing values of coexistence, peace, and human fraternity, and conveying a message
of tolerance from the Emirates to the world.

As the Festival celebrates the People’s Republic of China, the guest of hon-
our in its current edition, we anticipate an extraordinary event bringing togeth-
er cultural luminaries and ancient traditions from both the East and West. This
highlights the Festival’s role in stimulating cultural diplomacy, promoting human
encounters, and encouraging dialogue.

The twenty-first edition of the Abu Dhabi Festival coincides with the celebra-
tion of the country’s 52nd Union Day and the UAE’s hosting of the Conference
of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change

(COP28). This reflects the Festival's commitment to raising environmental aware-
ness among its audiences in the Emirates and globally. It embodies the collective
efforts of institutions and underscores the inspiring role of creative individuals as
ambassadors conveying the message of preserving the environment and combat-
ing climate change to secure resources for future generations.

We take pride in the significant achievements of the Festival throughout its
editions and eagerly anticipate its continued leadership and excellence. And we
believe this will further enhance the country’s standing as a global beacon of
knowledge, culture, and creativity.

H.H. SHEIKH ABDULLAH BIN ZAYED AL NAHYAN
MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS
FOUNDING HONORARY PATRON, ABU DHABI FESTIVAL

YOUNG MEDIA LEADERS HONIOUR THE LEGACY OF
THE LATE ARAB JOURNALIST GISELLE KHOURY

The late Arab media personality
Giselle Khoury inspired generations of
media professionals and has been particu-
larly important to the Young Media Lead-
ers. We remember the lady of free speech
and renowned thought and appreciate her
inspiring contribution to the Arab media
scene and commitment to the principles
of enlightenment, dialogue and openness.

Abu Dhabi Music & Arts Foundation
enjoyed a close relationship with the cel-
ebrated journalist Giselle Khoury, which
saw her participate as a guest in press
conferences. Her last collaboration with
the Festival was a workshop in the Young
Media Leaders programme, reflecting
her noble commitment to the next gener-
ation of journalists. The dialogue session
highlighted her legacy and shed light on
her professional experience, her work
as a television talk show presenter, and
her long career and rich experience since
1985.

Born in Achrafieh in the Lebanese cap-
ital, Beirut, in 1961, Khoury would become
one of the most prominent Arab jour-
nalists of her generation. After studying
media and history, Giselle Rhoury’s media
career began on screen. The small broad-

cast was featured on

the Lebanese Broadcasting Corpora-
tion (LBC) shortly after the opening of
this channel in the 1980s, which was the
first private television station in Leba-
non.

On this local screen, she presented
culture, documentary, and political
programmes, the most prominent of
which was Dialogue of a Lifetime in the
mid-nineties, where she hosted exchang-
es with some of the most notable artistic,
cultural, and political names in Lebanon
and the Arab world. In 2003, shortly
after its opening, Khoury moved to the
Al-Arabiga news channel, working there
for several years presenting Bel Arabi
and Studio Beirut.

Khoury continued her television
career on the BBC Arabic channel at the
end of 2013, where she presented the
program The Scene, which highlights
some of the most convincing eyewitness
accounts in modern history in the Mid-
dle East. She finally landed on Sky News
Arabia in 2020, where she presented her
talk show With Giselle.
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GISELLE KHOURY: ALEGACY OF PASSION AND

BY MEERA AL QUBAISI
HIGHER COLLEGES OF TECHNOLOGY HCT,
ABU DHABI

inspiring and made a big impression.
The memory of her integrity and
compassion will always remind us of
our responsibility to seek truth.

As the programme finishes and
we embark on our careers, I am
excited about the future. Though
the path ahead has challenges, the
opportunity to make a difference
through our work inspires us — the
world awaits our stories, voices, and
unique perspectives, and it’s up to us
to rise to the occasion and seize the B
opportunity that lies before us.

We've been equipped with the
skills and ethics needed to succeed.
Nouw, it’s time to apply them as we
pursue stories that matter. Giselle
Khoury'’s example of uncompromis-
ing integrity will stay with us. Here’s
to the adventures that lie ahead:
together, we will shape the future of
journalism and leave our mark on
the world.

It is exciting to reflect on the
Young Media Leaders programme,
recognising that it has been much
more than a stepping stone. Men-
torship and support have guided us
through the different areas of the
industry, setting out a path towards
a career in journalism. Each session
gave us the necessary tools, insights,
and practical skills —from the art of
investigative reporting to mastering
storytelling.

More than practical skills, we
have also been taught to embrace cu-
riosity, learning that no story is too
small and no voice too insignificant.

Our encounter with the late
Giselle Khoury was an essential part
of our journey. During her guest ses-
sion for the programme, she spoke
passionately about seeking truth
through reporting, telling us that “it’s
worth it” despite any potential risks.
Her insight and commitment were
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‘ON AIR’ WITH ADMAF AND SKY NEWS ARABIA

BY FATIMA KHALED MOHAMMED BA FAQAS
ZAYED UNIVERSITY

In January, ADMAF welcomed a new cohort of Young Media Leaders, the vocational training
programme for aspiring journalists, with workshops and practical, hands-on sessions with in-
dustry leaders. Only 15 university students were selected to join this year’s programme. Taking
place over four months, every weekend from January to April, the programme will be based out
of the Sky News Academy at the Sky News Arabia building.

Students were introduced to the ADMAF and Sky News Arabia Staff on the first day. Later,
Eisa Almarzooqi, a young Emirati Sky News Arabia presenter, gave a speech, sharing experienc-
es, good and bad, with the students. Eisa also answered student’s questions and offered advice.
Students then began training sessions in broadcast and presenting. Michella Haddad, a fellow
TV Presenter, led the workshops, providing insight into techniques, details, and tips of the trade.
Afterwards, I had the opportunity to present and broadcast in one of Sky News Arabia’s studio
rooms. Students learned what happens in ‘real-time’ in presenting, experiencing the camera, the
equipment, and the gallery where everything on the show can be seen and heard.

Later in the month, the second day of training resumed with TV broadcasting, led by Mi-
chella. English and Arabic scripts were provided for more practice in broadcasting using audio
and visual equipment. Focusing on breathing and vocal techniques improved the presentations,
and multiple practices ensured the techniques were grasped. The students then headed to one
of Sky News Arabia’s studios where the guest speaker His Excellency Mohamed Al Hammadi,
Chairman Of The Board Of Directors of the UAE Journalists Association, addressed the cohort,
sharing insights from his career and experience as a journalist in an engaging and insightful
speech, followed by a question and answer session. After, students returned to the training
room to practice as broadcasting equipment was set up. Each student had the opportunity to
broadcast, receiving feedback on their performances.

The third training day began at the Sky News Arabia Academy
training room, where students met Safia Al Shehi, a guest speaker,
social influencer, and thought leader. The dialogue session with Safia
discussed her experiences, both positive and negative, as well as her
achievements. Safia shared her experience in communication, social
impact, and her role as a UAE-based media professional and content
creator. She also encouraged students not to let struggles take them
down.

After the speech, the students went with Safia to the training room
where the instructor for the day, Rami Majzoub, Director of Sky News
Arabia Academy, delivered a lesson on Cultural Storytelling. Rami
began with an icebreaker, pairing students and inviting them to share
stories about themselves in a narrative format. Later, Rami discussed
the importance of storytelling, its history, and its forms. The students
were then divided into two groups of five to create an infographic
for the Abu Dhabi Festival. They were given ample time to take notes
about the festival with the help of Sameh, the Arabic content and
programme manager at ADMAF. They used the information to inform
their research and infographic.

With its immersive workshops, industry experts, and hands-on
training, the Young Media Leaders programme promises to equip the
next generation of Emirati journalists with the skills to tell compelling
stories and shape the media landscape.
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ABU DHABI FESTIVAL:
A GLOBAL CELEBRATION OF CULTURE

AND ARTS

BY SHAHAD HASAN ALGHARDAQA
HIGHER COLLEGES OF TECHNOLOGY,ABU DHABI

The 21st Abu Dhabi Festival opened with a celebration of the Chinese New
Year, made possible through a collaboration between the Festival and the Embas-
sy of the People’s Republic of China in the United Arab Emirates. In attendance
was H.E. Huda Alkhamis-Kanoo, the Founder of Abu Dhabi Music & Arts Founda-
tion and Founder and Artistic Director of Abu Dhabi Festival. Her continued lead-
ership in cultural exchange initiatives embody the Festival’s vision of innovation
and cultural diversity, all core principles celebrated during the evening.

The National Ballet of China enthralled audiences with a unique rendition of
Tchaikovsky’s “The Nutcracker’, infusing the classic and beloved ballet with Chi-
nese flair. The audience met the captivating show with great excitement and awe.

This year, the People’s Republic of China is recognised as the Festival’s Coun-
try of Honour, celebrating 40 years of diplomatic relations with the UAE. The
co-presentation by the Abu Dhabi Festival and the Embassy of the People’s Re-
public of China in the United Arab Emirates highlighted the festival’s commitment
to fostering cultural exchange and collaboration on an international scale. The
successful partnership brought together the vibrant energy of the Chinese New
Year with the world-class artistry of the National Ballet of China, performed in
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THE WILL FOR HOPE

the Arab World for the first time.

As part of the evening, local talent was also celebrated with several awards
for emerging creative leaders. This included the Gulf Capital ADMAF Creativity
Award winners, an ensemble from Sharjah Performing Arts Academy for their
immersive theatrical experience ‘Phobia’ — a journey through self-discovery and
resilience.

Recognising both established, world-class international art forms alongside
the leaders of tomorrow highlights how the annual Abu Dhabi Festival remains an
important artistic platform illuminating the path of cultural exchange. By enhanc-
ing human communication across borders and cultures, the Festival reflects the
UAE’s commitment to promoting the values of tolerance and peaceful coexistence.
It strengthens Abu Dhabi’s position as a global artistic destination.
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KAMASI WASHINGTON
WHAT A DAZZLING STAR

BY HADIABED AL WALI NAIM
ABU DHABI UNIVERSITY

Kamasi Washington’s musical genius was on full display during his Abu Dhabi Washington reminded us of an important message for humanity, say-
Festival performance. As the star took the stage, we heard the whispers of jazz ing: “we do not only have to tolerate each other. Rather, we must love each
history from his trumpet. The concert channelled the language of music in cele- other, appreciate each other, and understand our differences, for together
bration of African American cultural heritage. we form the collective consciousness of humanity.”

Washington and his ensemble blended brass, strings and keys with drums that Through the power of music across cultures, we learn and are uplifted.
seemed to resound from the heart of the earth. The vocals — reminiscent of wom- If we listen to this visionary, we hear the future.

en’s lyrical cries against suffering — were full of passion.

Throughout the set, Washington carried a message of hope and unity, carrying
the message of the 21st Abu Dhabi Festival, which took place under the slogan
‘The Will for Hope'.
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ACTIONS SPEAK LOUDER THAN WORDS:
Young Media Leaders at Abu Dhabi Festival

iR

Abu Dhabi Music & Arts Founda-
tion’s Young Media Leaders programme
is made possible through a collabora-
tion with Sky News Arabia. Workshops
and training sessions provide a unique
opportunity to participate in different
kinds of media coverage. Training with
professionals and engaging in discus-
sions with experienced journalists
foster a deeper understanding of work
environments in the media industry..

Training by Sky News Arabia’s
Michella Haddad was an enriching and
rewarding experience. As a trainee, |
had the opportunity to discover the way

to use my voice, considering variations
in delivery to communicate a specific
message. | also learned about the im-
portance of tone, pitch, and volume, and
how these three factors hugely affect
the way a message can be delivered.
Under Michella Haddad’s guidance,
I gained insights into the intricacies
of media production and learned to
navigate the fast-paced world of news
reporting.

Furthermore, our involvement
in Abu Dhabi Festival allowed me to
practice my newly developed skills. The
Festival’s diverse programme, encom-

passing music, theatre, and visual arts,
provided a platform to celebrate cre-
ativity and foster cross-cultural under-
standing. My coverage included exclu-
sive interviews with audience members
attending the Festival. This not only
showcased the depth of the Festival’s
offerings but also allowed me to use my
journalistic training to communicate
with different people of a wide range of
backgrounds.

Being part of the ADMAF’s Young
Media Leaders’ team working with
Sky News Arabia and at the Abu Dhabi
Festival allowed me to strengthen my

abilities in various communication
skills and journalistic approaches. I
look forward to future collaboration
opportunities, further contributing to
the dygnamic landscape of mass com-
munication. With this foundation, I am
excited to continue growing as a jour-
nalist and storyteller.

BY RAGHAD HAMARSHA
ABU DHABI UNIVERSITY

FESTIVAL IN THE PARK
A TRIBUTE TO CHINESE CULTURE AND TRADITION

In mid-Febrary, Umm El Emarat Park was transformed into a cultural haven
at the heart of the city. The event welcomed audiences of diverse backgrounds
and ages, offering entertainment activities for all, including art workshops, dance
sessions, storytelling, drumming, and theatre pieces.

China was celebrated as the Abu Dhabi Festival's Country of Honour, and it
played a central role in the event through visual arts and culture presentations,
including traditional wares and crafts, in collaboration with the Chinese Lan-
guage Institute Middle East and the China Cultural Centre UAE.

The festivities started in the late afternoon with activities for families and
culture enthusiasts. Stalls showcasing Chinese souvenirs and accessories wel-
comed visitors, alongside examples of other forms of Chinese art, including
calligraphy presentations — fascinating in the context of the Emirates’ rich history
of calligraphy.

Several exhibits focused on sustainability and environmental health, such as
the Naturals Exhibit, which used the Abu Dhabi Festival to sell natural products
for self-care. Other activities involved a sustainable agriculture workshop with
Emirati Farmer Saeed Al Remeithi and an Emirati bracelet-making workshop by
Al Ghadeer. Rids and pre-teens enjoyed interactive games, with prizes awarded in

question-and-answer sessions and for artistic activities like drawing and colour-
ing.

As the sun began to set, families gathered to engage in a series of musical per-
formances. Children and young adults took to the stage to present their talents,
playing instruments and singing. Audiences then enjoyed Chinese cultural dance
performances, including the illusion of a dragon involving the efforts of two men
moving within the same costume.

As the night sky enveloped Umm El Emarat Park, the festival concluded with
the Peter Pan Musical Theatrical Show performed by the talented British team of
S4K. The intimate outdoor setting allowed great engagement between the per-
formers and the audience watching the stage, creating a magical atmosphere that
left a lasting impression on all in attendance.
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THE LANGUAGE OF MUSIC IN JULIEN
QUENTIN’S PIANO MASTERCLASS

BY MOHAMMED AL MAHMOUD
ABU DHABI UNIVERSITY

In the world of music, masterclasses
are a bridge between established talents
with the traditions of the past and the
innovative goung creatives that can shape
the future. Julian Quentin, a French pianist
renowned for his versatility and sensitivity,
recently led a masterclass that exemplified
the profound impact a dedicated mentor
can have on aspiring musicians. Quentin’s
approach, honed through years of guidance
from his mentors, brings a meticulous yet
graceful touch to teaching, embodying the
essence of music as a form of storytelling.

Quentin’s masterclass was an intimate
affair for talented students eager to absorb
every ounce of wisdom he had to offer.
Each student who approached the piano re-
ceived more than just a lesson in technique.
They were given a comprehensive guide
to instilling emotion and narrative depth
into performance. Quentin’s drew out each
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student’s unique voice, encouraging them to
tell a story through their fingertips. A key
theme of the masterclass was the impor-
tance of conveying a story through music. Quentin emphasised that playing notes
with technical precision is only the beginning; the true essence of performance is
to take the audience on a journey.

Interestingly, when Quentin switched to teaching in French, even those who
could not understand the language were moved by his voice’s passion. It was a
powerful reminder that music, like love or grief, is a universal language, felt in the
heart rather than understood by the mind.

The masterclass was also a beautiful moment for the parents in attendance.
Watching their children perform under Quentin’s guidance, they saw their young
musicians’ potential being nurtured and expanded. The smiles on their faces spoke
volumes about the impact of Quentin’s mentorship on the students and their fami-
lies.

Quentin’s teaching style is highly interactive. He utilises hand gestures and
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music. Reflecting on Quentin’s time as an assistant instructor at Indiana University,
it’s clear that his academic experience has sharpened his ability to convey complex
musical concepts in an accessible manner. His mentorship style is both a contin-
uation of the legacy passed down by his mentors and a unique contribution to the

musical development of his students.

Julien Quentin’s masterclass at NYUAD was more than just a lesson in piano

technique; it celebrated music’s power to tell stories, evoke emotions, and connect
people across linguistic and cultural divides. For the students fortunate enough to
participate, it was an invaluable opportunity to grow as musicians and storytellers

of the soul.

body language with more direct, verbal instructions. This holistic approach ensures

that every student, regardless of their primary language, can grasp the nuances of
his guidance. His detailed analysis of each performance reflected not only a cri-
tique of technique but a deep dive into the emotional and narrative elements of the

XINJIANG: THE BEAUTIFUL STORY OF

CHINESE UYGUR’S

BY FATIMA RHALED MOHAMMED BA FAQAS
ZAYED UNIVERSITY

A traditional Chinese dancing epic,
‘Xinjiang is a Nice Place, happened at
the Cultural Foundation in Al Hisn, Abu
Dhabi, to mark the Chinese New Year.
A collaboration between the Ministry
of Culture and Tourism of the People’s
Republic of China and China’s Xinjiang
Uygur Autonomous Region, the event
displaged collaboration throughout,
with a lively audience interacting with
the performers, whistling, clapping, and
taking pictures and videos to preserve
memories of the event. In turn, the per-
formers celebrated our leave by clapping
with the audience and waving, making
sure to include those across the audi-
torium — in the front row seats, middle
seats, back seats, right up to the balcony
seats. We all felt the collaborative and
celebratory spirit when I attended with
my fellow Young Media Leaders Hadi
and Raghad, and my mother, Redha, an
ADMAF staff member.

Divided into three chapters — Danc-
es from Tianshan, Mountain Songs over

the New Silk Road, and Symphony of the
Runlun Mountains — the performance
was a mix of traditional dancing from
different Chinese sub-cultures. It includ-
ed a variety of distinctive opera-based
vocals, an acrobatic segment, and dec-
orative colourful outfits. Together, this
eclectic evening showcased the Xinjiang
people’s vibrant and diverse regional
cultures. Creative and colourful stage
designs complement varied performanc-
es to present a clear and bright tapestry
of people and their integration with each
other. The event aligned with the UAE
government’s commitment to tolerance,
with different cultures living togeth-

er peacefully and understanding one
another. The event fulfilled its mission to
“‘appreciate the culture of others as one
does one’s own” to make “the world... a
harmonious place”
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