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Abu Dhabi Festival returns to the capital for sensational
twenty-third edition under the theme "The Wisdom of Culture’

ABU DHABI

The United States of America
is the Country of Honour of the
2026 Abu Dhabi Festival.
Running across the capital from
12 April, some of the country’s
most esteemed cultural organ-
isations and artists will form a
central part of the Festival’s pro-
gramming, ranging from recitals
to ballet productions.

These performances form part
of the Festival’'s theme, ‘The
Wisdom of Culture’, marking the
importance of cultural exchange
that the Festival has spearhead-
ed since its inception, while also
coinciding with 30 years since
the founding of its parent organ-
isation, Abu Dhabi Music and
Arts Foundation (ADMAF).
Some of the US artists featur-
ing in the programme include
Grammy Award-winning pia-
nist and composer Jon Batiste,
who will inaugurate the season
at Emirates Palace Mandarin
Oriental Auditorium on 12 April.
American Ballet Theatre, whose
long-standing relationship with
the Festival includes co-com-
missioning works such as Jes-
sica Lang’s ZigZagin 2021 and
previously bringing stars such as
Misty Copeland to perform Ro-
meo & Julietfor the 2018 edition,
will also appear on 17 April at
Emirates Palace Mandarin Ori-
ental. The company will perform
seminal works by three Amer-
ican choreographers - Twyla
Tharp, Alexei Ratmansky and

George Balanchine - set to the
music of Tchaikovsky.

The partnership also extends to
the US as part of the Abu Dha-
bi Festival Abroad programme,
featuring a performance by the
New York Arabic Orchestra,
conducted by Jordan’s Lagth
Sidiq, in Washington, D.C., while
the UN Chamber Music Society
will perform a concert at Carne-
gie Hall in December, commem-
orating World Arabic Language
Day. Details for the latter will be
announced soon.

Her Excellency Huda Alkhamis-
Kanoo, Founder of Abu Dhabi
Music & Arts Foundation (AD-
MAF) and Founder and Artistic
Director of Abu Dhabi Festival,
said: “It is the wisdom of cul-
ture that transforms creativity
into progress and innovation, its
pulse setting the rhythm for the
future and its call for solidarity
echoing the shared voice of hu-
manity.”

Eric Gaudiosi, Chargé d’Affaires
of the US Embassy in Abu Dhabi,
echoed that point, stating the im-
portance of artistic initiatives in
building more cohesive societies.
“When supported through
strong institutions, cross-sec-
tor collaboration, and public
engagement, these forces create
the dynamism and openness that
strengthen communities, fuel
economic growth, and expand
opportunities,” he said.

A portrait of H.E. Huda Alkhamis-Kanoo, Founder of Abu Dhabi Music & Arts Foundation (ADMAF) and Founder and Artistic Director of Abu Dhabi
Festival, to mark the announcement of the Festival’s twenty-third edition.
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Piano prodigy Yunchan Lim performing at the Red Theater, The Arts Center at NYU Abu Dhabi at Abu Dhabi Festival 2025.
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Abu Dhabi Festival 2026 unveils headline programme —

and it's spectacular

ABU DHABI

Hauser, Dhafer Youssef and the
Qatar Philharmonic Orchestra
are among the leading names
performing at Abu Dhabi Festi-
val 2026, with performances in
the UAE capital running from 12
April through to mid-May.

In addition to the American art-
ists already appearing in Abu
Dhabias part of the United States’
role as Country of Honour, the
2026 edition brings together or-
chestral music, ballet, opera, jazz
and contemporary performance
across venues including Emir-
ates Palace Mandarin Oriental
Auditorium, NYU Abu Dhabi and
Etihad Arena.

Croatian cellist and classical mu-
sic star Hauser will appear at Eti-
had Arena on 2 May, continuing
the Festival’s engagement with
large-scale classical concerts.
Tunisian composer, vocalist and
oud player Dhafer Youssef will
also feature, performing at NYU
Abu Dhabi’s Red Theater on 14
April, presenting a programme
rooted in Arab and North Af-
rican musical traditions while
drawing on jazz and European
classical forms.

Orchestral music remains a
central pillar of the season. The
Qatar Philharmonic Orchestra,
under the masterful direction of
Giacomo Sagripanti, with cele-
brated soprano Maria Agresta
and distinguished tenor Giorgio
Berrugi, will present a Verdi op-
era gala on 21 April at Emirates
Palace Mandarin Oriental Audi-
torium, marking the 125th anni-
versary of the composer’s death.
Further highlights include a re-
cital by violinist Lisa Batiashvili

and pianist Giorgi Gigashvili on
22 Aprilat NYU Abu Dhabi’s Red
Theater, bringing together two
musicians known for their clari-
ty of interpretation and collabo-
rative focus.

Opera also features prominent-
ly, with soprano Sondra Rad-
vanovsky appearing alongside
pianist Vincenzo Scalera on
25 April, in a programme that
draws from the core Italian and
Russian repertoire, including
works by Bellini, Verdi, Puccini
and Tchaikovsky.

The headline programme also
includes Algarabia, a multidis-
ciplinary production that brings
together musicians from Spain’s
University of Navarra Sympho-
ny Orchestra with dancers and
actors. Blending flamenco with
Arab poetic traditions, the work
will receive its Arab world pre-
miere at Emirates Palace Man-
darin Oriental Auditorium on
26 April, following its debut in
Spain.

A dedicated Emirati Recital Se-
ries is also on the programme.
Emirati mezzo-soprano Fatima
Al Hashimi will open the series
on 12 May at NYU Abu Dhabi’s
Blue Hall with a programme that
moves between classical and
traditional Arabic repertoire.
Oud virtuosos Saif Al Nagbi
and Mubarak Al Dhaheri will be
joined by qanun plager Noura Al
Mazrouei for a nuanced and cap-
tivating performance on 15 May,
while cellist Elham Al Marzooqi
will close the season on 16 May
with a recital spanning classi-
cal, contemporary and regional
works.

Multi-Grammy and Academy Award winner Jon Batiste brings his Maestro show to Abu Dhabi for the Festival’s inaugural concert at Emirates Palace
Mandarin Oriental.

Renowned cellist Hauser will bring his electrifying power and passion to
Etihad Arena in May for an unforgettable Abu Dhabi premiere.

American Ballet Theatre will take to the Abu Dhabi Festival stage on 17 April 2026.
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Proximities’ exhibition in Seoul kicks off Abu Dhabi Festival 2026

Left to right: General Director of SeMA Choi Eun-ju; Seoul Deputy Mayor Kim Tae-kyun; Founder of ADMAF and Founder and Artistic Director of Abu Dhabi Festival, H.E. Huda Alkhamis-Kanoo; South Korea’s First Lady Kim
Hea Kyung; UAE Minister of Culture, H.E. Sheikh Salem bin Khalid Al Qassimi; Minister of Culture, Sports and Tourism of the Republic of Korea, H.E. Chae Hwi-young; UAE Ambassador to the Republic of Korea, H.E. Abdulla

Saif Al Nuaimi.

SEOUL

Following the resounding suc-
cess of Korean contemporary
art exhibition Layered Medium:
We Are in Open Circuits in Abu
Dhabi in spring 2025, Proximi-
ties opened at Seoul Museum of

o >

l»dn#

AN
Founder of

Art (SeMA) in December 2025,
launching Abu Dhabi Festival
2026.

Presented by Abu Dhabi Music
& Arts Foundation (ADMAF)
and Seoul Museum of Art as

J

South Korea’s First Lady Kim Hea Kyung

part of Abu Dhabi Festival, and
curated by Maga El Rhalil and
Eunju Kim, the exhibition brings
together more than 110 works by
47 UAE-based artists, including
33 Emiratis.

4 Credit: Newsls
a5

The milestone exhibition, which
marks the largest presentation
to date in Korea highlighting
contemporary art from the UAE,
offers a profound exploration
of contemporary ‘proximities’

L

ADMAF and Founder and Artistic Director of Abu Dhabi Festival, H.E. Huda Alkhamis-Kanoo, with =~ UAE Minister of Culture, H.E. Sheikh Salem bin Khalid Al Qassimi speaking at the opening of Proximities.

formed when two distinct worlds
with different geographies, cul-
tures and histories meet and
intertwine. Through the unique
perspectives of UAE-based art-
ists spanning three generations

and guest curators, it provided a
valuable opportunity to examine
the shared dynamics of change
and the future directions con-
necting the UAE and Korea.

The exhibition remains ongoing
until 29 March 2026.

Powered by GS Energy

‘ ‘ This landmark exhibition reflects the spirit of dialogue, understanding and shared humanity that lies at the heart of Abu Dhabi Festival’s mission.
Through this collaboration with the Seoul Museum of Art, we celebrate the power of artistic exchange to transcend boundaries and create new
spaces of connection.

- Her Excellency Huda Al Rhamis-Ranoo,
Founder of Abu Dhabi Music & Arts Foundation (ADMAF) and Founder and Artistic Director of Abu Dhabi Festival

»
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Afra Al Dhaheri, Jadael (Braids), 2021.
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Alaa Edris, The Seven Jinnat of the Trucial States, 2011.

Khalid Seddiq, Bathtub Chairs, 2017.

ADMAF TRIBUNE
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A Place for Turning section at the landmark Proximities exhibition at Seoul Museum of Art. Shamma Al Bastaki, Tryptitectural Study I, 11, I11,2024.

Shamma Al Amri, Suspended Judgement, 2018. Shaikha Al Mazrou, Balance I, 2017.
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Art @ Embassies panel explores
"The Art That Bonds’ in Seoul

SEOUL

Art @ Embassies returned to
Seoul with a panel discussion
held in collaboration with the
Embassy of the United Arab
Emirates in the Republic of Ko-
rea, under the patronage of H.H.
Sheikh Abdullah bin Zaged Al
Nahygan, Founding Honorary Pa-
tron of Abu Dhabi Festival and
UAE Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs. Ti-
tled ‘The Art that Bonds), the dis-
cussion, held before a 60-strong
audience, explored how artistic
practice and curatorial frame-
works transcend geographic,
linguistic and socio-cultural
boundaries, fostering dialogue,
empathy and intercultural un-
derstanding — the essence of
cultural diplomacy. It brought
together Emirati artist Moza Al-
matrooshi and curator Mayga El
Khalil.

The session opened by high-
lighting the importance of art
as a medium for building bridg-
es between cultures, inviting
the audience to engage with the
panellists’ reflections on the on-
going UAE-Korea collaboration.
Central to the conversation was
the landmark exhibition Proxim-
ities at the Seoul Museum of Art,
which followed the earlier Abu
Dhabi exhibition Layered Medi-
um: We Are in Open Circuits.
Curator Maya El Rhalil discussed

Celebrating artistic excellence:

her co-curation of Proximities
with Eunju Kim, focusing on its
role in fostering cultural dialogue
between the UAE and Korea and
on shaping shared narratives that
preserve distinct cultural identi-
ties across Emirati and Korean
contemporary art.

Multimedia artist Moza Al Ma-
trooshi reflected on her story-
telling-driven practice, informed
by regional food production and
political contexts, and on how her
work resonates begond the UAE
to bridge linguistic and cultural
divides.

The discussion also addressed
the role of visual art in soft-pow-
er diplomacy and the importance
of cultural institutions and ex-
hibitions such as Proximities in
fostering dialogue across art eco-
systems.

The session concluded with a
Q&A exploring transnational
collaboration, cultural identity
within shared narratives and the
societal impact of intercultural
dialogue through art.

Through this panel, ADMAF
underscored its commitment to
nurturing cultural diplomacy
and supporting artistic projects
that connect communities across
borders, demonstrating the uni-
fying power of creativity in a glo-
balised world.

Powered by GS Energy

The 60-strong audience look on as they listen to the panel discussion between curator Mayga El Khalil (Ieft) and Emirati artist Moza Al Matrooshi (centre).

Lee Bul receives prestigious Abu Dhabi Festival Award

Presented in association with Chopard

Abu Dhabi Music & Arts Foundation

n collaboration w

‘ The Embassy of the United Arab Emirates in Seoul

presents

Left to right: H.E. Huda Alkhamis-Kanoo, Founder of ADMAF and Founder and Artistic Director of Abu Dhabi Festival; Lee Bul, South Korean
contemporary artist; H.E. Abdulla Saif Al Nuaimi, UAE Ambassador to the Republic of Korea; Mr Young Soo Huh, Vice Chair of GS Holdings.

SEOUL

Lee Bul was honoured with the
Abu Dhabi Festival Award in
Seoul.

Widely regarded as one of South
Korea’s most important contem-
porary artists and an influential
international figure, she received
the prestigious award in Seoul in
December in recognition of her
profound impact on contempo-
rary visual art and her influential
role in shaping artistic discourse
regionally and globally.

Working across sculpture, in-
stallation and performance, Lee
Bul explores the intersections of
the body, technology, politics and
utopian ideals, cementing her
status as a trailblazing figure in
contemporary art. She has cre-
ated major commissions, and her
works are held in leading global
collections. In 2025, Lee Bul’s
work was part of Layered Me-
dium: We are in Open Circuits
presented by Abu Dhabi Music &
Arts Foundation and Seoul Mu-
seum of Art at Abu Dhabi Festival
2025.

Preceding the Art @ Embassies
panel discussion in Seoul, Lee
Bul was presented with the cov-
eted accolade by H.E. Abdulla
Saif Al Nuaimi, UAE Ambassa-
dor to the Republic of Rorea; H.E.

Huda Alkhamis-Kanoo, Founder
of Abu Dhabi Music & Arts Foun-
dation (ADMAF) and Founder
and Artistic Director of Abu
Dhabi Festival and Mr Young Soo
Hubh, Vice Chair of GS Holdings.
Paying tribute, H.E. Huda
Alkhamis-Kanoo said:

“Today, we are in the presence
of greatness. Lee Bul, as one of
the world’s greatest contempo-
rary artists, gour work stands
as a sentinel, opening our eyes
to the world unknown. You push
the possibilities of creativity by
exploring how technology shapes
minds and bodies. In recognition
of this profound practice, and
under the patronage of His High-
ness Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed
Al Nahgan, we present to gou the
Abu Dhabi Festival Award in as-
sociation with Chopard.”

The Abu Dhabi Festival Award,
presented in association with
Chopard since 2012, honours
the esteemed artists whose work
transcends genre and culture.
Lee Bul joins a distinguished ros-
ter of recipients spanning music,
arts and culture, including con-
ductor Riccardo Muti, jazz musi-
cian Wynton Marsalis, musician
Gustavo Dudamel and the late
Quincy Jones.
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ADMAF TARES AMERICA

In November, Her Excellency Huda Alkhamis-Kanoo, Founder of Abu Dhabi Music & Arts Foundation (ADMAF) and Founder and Artistic Director of
Abu Dhabi Festival, embarked on a landmark visit to the United States of America. From New York to Washington D.C., Her Excellency met with leading
cultural institutions — including the Lincoln Center and Metropolitan Opera — as well as ambassadors, artists, creatives, thought leaders and potential
partners to explore new avenues of collaboration. The visit builds on over half a century of friendship and diplomatic ties between the United Arab Emir-
ates and the United States, which will be celebrated as Country of Honour at the twenty-third edition of Abu Dhabi Festival. Read on for the highlights.

From Abu Dhabi to Carnegie Hall:
Elham Al Marzooqi's New York debut

More than 70 musicians of the Reina Sofia School Orchestra and 15 members of the Colombian Youth Philharmonic performed in the orchestra’s US debut at Carnegie Hall.

Emirati cellist Elham Al Mar-
zooqi made history in Novem-
ber when she took to the global
stage performing at New York’s
iconic Carnegie Hall as the
UAE’s first professional female
Emirati cellist.

The world premiere of ‘A Jour-
ney to the New World, pre-
sented by Reina Sofia School of
Music (an Abu Dhabi Music &
Arts Foundation International
Strategic Cultural Partner) in

collaboration with Abu Dhabi
Festival as part of the Abroad
programme, brought togeth-
er major cultural institutions
from Colombia, Spain and the
UAE in a powerful union of cul-
tures and nations.

In the esteemed presence of
Her Majesty Queen Sofia of
Spain, Maestro Andrés Oroz-
co-Estrada led a distinguished
ensemble featuring the Reina
Sofia School Orchestra, mak-

ing its Carnegie Hall debut,
the Colombian Youth Philhar-
monic, renowned violinist Re-
naud Capugon and Elham Al
Marzoogqi. The unison took the
audience on a rich and emotive
musical journey: ‘A Journey to
the New World’

The performance featured Al-
béniz’s ‘El Puerto’from Iberia,
a lively five-minute piece or-
chestrated by E.F. Arbés. Fol-
lowed by Barber’s Violin Con-

certo, Op. 14, a work of lyrical
depth and technical brilliance.
The night concluded with
Dvorak’s iconic Symphony No.
9 From the New World, deliv-
ering a powerful performance
that brought the night to a stir-
ring close.

Reviews praised the pro-
gramme’s emotional depth and
balance, highlighting Maestro
Andrés Orozco-Estrada’s dy-
namic leadership and describ-

ing Al Marzoogqi’s performance
as a breakthrough and “a testa-
ment to cultural collaboration
and artistic excellence.”

In collaboration with Abu Dha-
bi Festival, the performance
underscored ADMAF’s com-
mitment to creating global
opportunities for Emirati mu-
sicians. Al Marzoogqi’s Carne-
gie Hall debut symbolised the
growing international pres-
ence of Emirati artists and

ADMAF’s mission to champion
homegrown talent while fos-
tering intercultural dialogue
through music.

Anchored by its partnership
with the Reina Sofia School of
Music, the collaboration rein-
forced the UAE’s commitment
to artistic exchange and excel-
lence, strengthening cultural
connections between the Mid-
dle East and the wider world.
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Abu Dhabi Festival premieres Faraj Abyad’s new album
in landmark US concert

NEW YORK

As part of the Abroad pro-
gramme, Abu Dhabi Festival, in
collaboration with MetLiveArts,
presented Shams Wujoudi (The
Sun of My Existence), a work by
contemporary Syrian singer and
composer Faraj Abyad, in the
United States for the first time.
This landmark concert at New
York City’s Peter Jay Sharp The-
atre at Symphony Space marked
the release of Faraj Abyad’s new
album and introduced the Athar
Orchestra New York, whose in-
augural performance brought an
extraordinary fusion of musical
traditions to an enthusiastic au-
dience.

Drawing on Pan-Arab and West-
ern traditions, the programme
was rooted in classical and con-
temporary Arabic poetry and
included folkloric Syrian songs
and Muwashahat reimagined

A

Musicians of the UN Chamber Music Society perform in Weill Recital Hall at Carnegie Hall.

through Afro-Cuban jazz and
Western classical influences.
The concert also marked the
debut of Athar Orchestra New
York, an ensemble named and in-
spired by H.E. Huda Alkhamis-
Kanoo, Founder of Abu Dhabi
Music & Arts Foundation (AD-
MAF) and Founder and Artistic
Director of Abu Dhabi Festival.
This ensemble brought together
musicians from classical, jazz,
Arabic and microtonal tradi-
tions, creating a unique space
where diverse musical languag-
es converge. The performance
also showcased the OMA PRO-
MA Scottsdale Concert loud-
speakers for the first time, de-
livering exceptional clarity and
high-fidelity sound.

The musical programme was
enriched by a curated selection
of visual art from the Barjeel

Art Foundation, featuring works
by iconic modern Arab artists.
Presented in dialogue with the
music, these artworks created a
visual journey that deepened the
audience’s sensory experience.
Earlier in May 2025, Abyad first
collaborated with Abu Dhabi
Festival at The Metropolitan
Museum of Art, presenting new-
ly commissioned works rooted
in Arabic poetry. The November
concert built on this dialogue,
offering New York audiences a
powerful encounter with Arabic
musical and poetic heritage.
Through commissioning new
work and supporting the New
York debut of Athar Orchestra
New York, Abu Dhabi Festival
reaffirmed its commitment to
cultural exchange and interna-
tional artistic collaboration.

The US debut of composer Faraj Abyad’s new album The Sun of My Existence, performed at New York City’s
Peter Jay Sharp Theatre at Symphony Space.

UN Chamber Music Society

concert celebrates Arabic
Language Day in New York

NEW YORK

In celebration of World Arabic
Language Day, Abu Dhabi Festi-
val, in partnership with the UN
Chamber Music Society (UN-
CMS), presented a special con-
cert as part of its Abroad pro-
gramme at Weill Recital Hall at
Carnegie Hall in New York, one
of the most important and pres-
tigious arts venues in the United
States.

The annual occasion honours
the Arabic language’s rich cul-

tural and intellectual heritage
and its multifaceted role in the
development of art and science.
The evening featured a capti-
vating programme of classical
and contemporary Arabic mu-
sic, showcasing the linguistic
and musical diversity of the
Arab world. The concert also
underscored the pressing need
for global solidarity and sup-
port for Arabic-speaking coun-
tries in the grip of humanitari-

an crises.

Founded in 2016 by Brenda
Vongova, the UN Chamber Mu-
sic Society advances the values
and goals of the United Nations
through the universal language
of music. Renowned for perfor-
mances that inspire unity and
cross-cultural understanding,
this collaboration reaffirmed
music’s enduring power to con-
nect people across cultures.

‘ ‘ Through masterpieces of poetry, song and traditional Arabic music - both classical and contemporary - the vocabulary and musical rhythms of
Arabic resonate with global audiences. These performances showcase the creations of prominent poets and artists, highlighting the historical role
of our beautiful language in shaping civilisation and bridging cultural dialogue.

- Her Excellency Huda Al Khamis-Ranoo,
Founder of Abu Dhabi Music & Arts Foundation (ADMAF) and Founder and Artistic Director of Abu Dhabi Festival

»
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Art @ Embassies heads to New York and Washington

NEW YORK |WASHINGTON, D.C.

Art @ Embassies continued in
November, stimulating cultural
diplomacy through intercultur-
al dialogue. As part of the 2025
Abroad programme, the ‘Music
is the Bridge’ panel discussions
— held in partnership with the
UAE Embassy in Washington,
D.C. and the Permanent Mission
of the United Arab Emirates to
the United Nations in New York -
brought together artists, cultural
leaders and esteemed guests to
celebrate the role of the arts and
music in transcending boundar-
ies and connecting people.

The New York edition took place
on 14 November at the UAE Per-
manent Mission to the United
Nations, with opening remarks
by H.E. Mohammed Abushahab,
UAE Permanent Representative
to the United Nations, followed
by H.E. Huda Alkhamis-Kanoo,
Founder of Abu Dhabi Music &
Arts Foundation (ADMAF) and
Founder and Artistic Direc-

tor of Abu Dhabi Festival, who
highlighted ADMAF’s mission
to promote cultural diplomacy,
nurture emerging talent and po-
sition the UAE as a global hub for
artistic exchange

Moderated by Emirati film-
maker Noor Kanoo, the panel
featured composer, singer and
multi-instrumentalist Faraj Ab-
yad; Elham Al Marzoogqi, the
UAE'’s first professional female
Emirati cellist, and internation-
ally acclaimed Syrian clarinet-
tist and composer Kinan Azmeh.
The panel reflected on their
artistic journeys and the role
of music in bridging cultures.
The discussion concluded with
a Q&A engaging the 70-strong
audience of ambassadors and
diplomatic representatives and
an impromptu solo performance
by Kinan Azmeh.

Four days later, the series con-
tinued in Washington, D.C,

hosted by the UAE Embassy to

David Ludwig, Dean and Director of Music at The Juilliard School.

the United States. Noor Kanoo
moderated a second discussion
with Faraj Abyad and Elham Al
Marzooqi, joined by Kate Seelye,
Vice President for Arts and Cul-
ture at the Middle East Institute,
who contributed an institutional
perspective on the role of music
in transcending boundaries and
nurturing dialogue. The evening
concluded with a special musi-
cal performance by Faraj Ab-
yad, alongside Athar Orchestra
virtuoso Ismail Lumanovski on
oriental clarinet.

Through its New York and
Washington editions, Art @ Em-
bassies reaffirmed ADMAF’s
commitment to cultural diplo-
macy, showcasing exceptional
Emirati and Arab creative voices
on the international stage and
underscoring the power of the
arts as atool for dialogue, under-
standing and global connection.

H.E. Huda Alkhamis-Kanoo, Founder of ADMAF and Founder and Artistic Director of Abu Dhabi Festival, with

ADMAF and Lincoln Center
advance cultural collaboration

NEW YORK

Abu Dhabi Music & Arts Foun-
dation (ADMAF) and Lincoln
Center for the Performing Arts
met in New York to explore op-
portunities for expanded cul-
tural collaboration, with a focus
on education, accessibility and
international engagement.

The meeting on 10 November
2025 brought together H.E.
Huda Alkhamis-Kanoo, Founder
of Abu Dhabi Music & Arts Foun-
dation (ADMAF) and Founder
and Artistic Director of Abu
Dhabi Festival, and Dr Mariko
Silver, President and Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer of Lincoln Center
for the Performing Arts.

The discussion reaffirmed the
longstanding relationship be-
tween the two institutions, ref-
erencing past collaborations
including The Flying Dutchman
(2020) with The Metropolitan
Opera and ADMAF’s continued
partnership with Jazz at Lin-
coln Center.

Education and public engage-
ment were central themes, with
Lincoln Center outlining its
mission to broaden access to
the arts, including initiatives
reaching New York City school
students. ADMAF noted align-
ment with its own public-facing
programmes, such as Festival

in the Park in Abu Dhabi.
Future collaboration opportu-
nities were discussed included
contemporary dance, co-pro-
duced programming and artis-
tic exchanges linking Abu Dha-
bi and New York. The meeting
concluded with agreement on
next steps, including exploring
co-produced programming be-
tween Lincoln Center and Abu
Dhabi Festival, sharing future
festival plans, as well as invit-
ing Dr Mariko Silver to Abu
Dhabi as part of Abu Dhabi Fes-
tival 2026, which honours the
United States.

Left to right: Composer, singer and multi-instrumentalist Faraj Abyad; the UAE’s first professional female
Emirati cellist Elham Al Marzoogqi; internationally acclaimed Syrian clarinettist and composer Kinan Azmeh;

Emirati filmmaker Noor Kanoo.

ADMAF and The Julliard School
explore strategic partnership

NEW YORK

Abu Dhabi Music & Arts Foun-
dation (ADMAF) and The Jul-
liard School took an important
step towards strengthening
cultural collaboration follow-
ing a high-level meeting held on
10 November 2024 at Julliard’s
New York campus.

The meeting brought together
H.E. Huda Alkhamis-Kanoo,
Founder of Abu Dhabi Music &
Arts Foundation (ADMAF) and
Founder and Artistic Director
of Abu Dhabi Festival, and Da-
vid Ludwig, Dean and Director
of Music at Juilliard, alongside
senior representatives from
both institutions.

Discussions focused on shared
priorities in artistic excel-

lence, education and cultural
exchange, laging the ground-
work for a long-term partner-
ship. ADMAF highlighted the
Abu Dhabi Festival as a glob-
al platform for dialogue and
cross-cultural engagement,
strengthening cultural ties be-
tween the UAE and the United
States.

Education and talent develop-
ment were central to the con-
versation, with both institutions
aligned on supporting emerging
musicians and composers and
expanding access to world-class
training. A key focus was the
Abu Dhabi International Com-
position Competition, launched
in 2025 as the first initiative of

Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts, New York.

its kind in the Arab world, which
attracted 165 submissions from
47 countries. Juilliard shared its
experience in supporting young
composers and discussed op-
portunities for collaboration.
Future artistic collaboration
was also explored, including po-
tential performances, master-
classes and residencies involv-
ing Juilliard faculty, ensembles
and students at Abu Dhabi Fes-
tival.

The meeting concluded with an
agreement to pursue next steps
towards partnership, including
inviting Juilliard leadership to
attend Abu Dhabi Festival and
engage directly with emerging
artists.
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ADMAF and Metropolitan Opera deepen
dialogue on future opera collaboration

NEW YORK

Abu Dhabi Music & Arts Foun-
dation (ADMAF) and Metro-
politan Opera met in New York
to advance long-term collab-
oration in opera, building on
more than a decade of partner-
ship.

The meeting brought together
H.E. Huda Alkhamis-Kanoo,
Founder of Abu Dhabi Music &
Arts Foundation (ADMAF) and
Founder and Artistic Director
of Abu Dhabi Festival, and Pe-
ter Gelb, General Manager of

Metropolitan Opera, to review
progress and explore future
co-productions, education ini-
tiatives and international en-
gagement.

Discussions focused on Abu
Dhabi Festival 2026, marking
the 250th anniversary of the
United States and 50 years
of UAE-US friendship, which
will feature a strong American
presence. ADMAF and Met-
ropolitan Opera highlighted
their forthcoming co-produc-

Two dancers of the American Ballet Theatre captured in performance.

New York
Philharmonic

explores future

collaboration
with Abu Dhabi

q

tion of The Golden Age by Law-
rence Brownlee, reaffirming
a shared commitment to vocal
excellence and expanding op-
era’sreach.

Both parties reflected on earlier
milestones, including the 2020
co-production of Wagner’s The
Flying Dutchmanand the launch
of The Met: Live in HD series in
Abu Dhabi in 2011, which intro-
duced cinema broadcasts of the
company’s performances to re-
gional audiences.

The meeting also explored po-
tential collaboration on The
Metropolitan Opera’s Wag-
ner Ring Cycle (2028-2030),
alongside discussions on ed-
ucation, contemporary opera
and support for new compos-
ers. The meeting concluded
with agreement to continue
strategic  discussions and
strengthen collaboration, re-
affirming opera’s role in cul-
tural diplomacy and global ex-
change.

American
returns to

Abu Dhabi Festival’s co-production of The Flying Dutchman (2020)

with the Metropolitan Opera and Opéra de Québec, in partnership with
Mubadala, at New York’s Metropolitan Opera.

Ballet Theatre
Abu Dhabi Festival

NEW YORK

During the official visit to New
York, Abu Dhabi Music & Arts
Foundation (ADMAF) met with
Barry Hughson, Executive Di-
rector of American Ballet The-
atre (ABT), reaffirming ABT’s
role as an ADMAF International
Strategic Cultural Partner and
confirming its return to the Abu
Dhabi Festival in 2026.

ABT will perform the Arab pre-
miere of a major production in

NEW YORK

ADMAF held discussions in New
York with Matias Tarnopolsky,
President and CEO of the New
York Philharmonic, to explore
future collaboration and cultur-
al initiatives in Abu Dhabi and
the UAE.

The exchange focused on shared
priorities in artistic excellence,
education and international ex-
change, with potential areas of
collaboration including orches-

Left to right: Kate Seelye, Vice President for Arts and Culture at the Middle East Institute; H.E. Huda Alkhamis-

Kanoo, Founder of ADMAF and Founder and Artistic Director of Abu Dhabi Festival; Ambassador Stu Jones,
President and CEO of the Middle East Institute.

tral co-commissions, residen-
cy or touring initiatives in Abu
Dhabi, and opportunities to sup-
port Emirati and Middle Eastern
composers and emerging musi-
cians through education and tal-
ent development programmes.
Both parties expressed interest
in developing long-term collabo-
ration that strengthens cultural
dialogue and enriches Abu Dha-
bi’s musical landscape.

April 2026. The Festival will
also honour Misty Copeland
with the Abu Dhabi Festival
Award, presented in associa-
tion with Chopard, in recogni-
tion of her historic contribution
to ballet, following her farewell
performance with ABT in Octo-
ber 2025. Copeland, ABT'’s first
African-American female prin-
cipal dancer, last appeared at
the Festival during ABT’s inau-

gural visit in 2014, performing
in Coppélia.

The meeting also explored ex-
panded collaboration, including
educational initiatives through
the Festival Academy, co-pro-
ductions and digital program-
ming, with both parties reaf-
firming their commitment to
artistic excellence, education
and cultural exchange.

Matias Tarnopolsky, President and CEO of the New York Philharmonic.

Middle East Institute talks advance
cultural diplomacy agenda

NEW YORK

Abu Dhabi Music & Arts Foun-
dation (ADMAF) met with the
Middle East Institute (MEI) in
Washington, D.C., bringing to-
gether Ambassador Stu Jones,
President and CEO of the Middle
East Institute, and Kate Seelye,
Vice President for Arts and Cul-
ture at the Middle East Institute,
to strengthen cultural diplomacy
through music and the arts.

The meeting built on a long-
standing collaboration, includ-
ing the 2022 Washington, D.C.
launch of Portrait of a Nation IT
and Art of the Emirates Il and
the 2023 exhibition Perceptible

Rhythms/Alternative Temporal-
ities, which showcased Emirati
artists to international audienc-
es and fostered cross-cultural
dialogue.

A key focus was continued col-
laboration around the New York
Arabic Orchestra, an ensemble
uniting American and Arab mu-
sicians. Plans were discussed
to expand audiences in the US
capital, including a 2026 concert
at The Barns at Wolf Trap led by
Maestro Layth Sidik.

H.E. Huda Alkhamis-Kanoo,
Founder of Abu Dhabi Music &
Arts Foundation (ADMAF) and

Founder and Artistic Director of
Abu Dhabi Festival, Ambassador
Stu Jones and Kate Seelye also
discussed shared challenges
facing cultural institutions and
reaffirmed the importance of
sustained support for the arts.
ADMAF and the Middle East
Institute committed to explor-
ing new collaborations, artist
exchanges and educational
programmes, affirming their
shared belief that music and the
arts are powerful instruments
for peace, understanding and
global connection.
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Co-production brings Mussorgsky’s ‘Godunov’ to Opéra de
Lyon for world premiere as part of Abu Dhabi Festival

PARIS

Abu Dhabi Festival presented the
world premiere of a new co-pro-
duction of Modest Mussorgsky’s
Boris Godunovat Opéra Nation-
al de Lyon in France in October.
The production was co-pro-
duced with the world-renowned
Opéra de Lyon, La Monnaie de
Brussels, Staatsoper Hannover
and Abu Dhabi Festival, bringing
Pushkin’s political fable to vivid
life through Mussorgsky's mu-
sic, inspired by the traditional
folk melodies of Russia.
Conducted by Vitali Alekseenok
and staged by Vasily Barkhatov,
the opera featured dazzling solo
voices, choral masses and an or-
chestra with unprecedented tex-
tures, reflecting a story in which
the darkest aspects of power co-

exist with a father’s tenderness
and a man’s inner turmoil. Dmi-
try Ulyanov sang the title role of
Boris, joined by an international
cast and the orchestra and cho-
rus of Opéra de Lyon. The pro-
duction, presented in Russian
with French subtitles, unfolded
in three acts and a prologue with
seven scenes and featured a sce-
nography inspired by Lars von
Trier’s Dogville.

This co-production offered a
fresh perspective on Mussorg-
sky’'s masterpiece, exploring
both the collective responsibil-
ity of a nation and the intimate
destiny of its ruler, while mark-
ing the French debuts of Alek-
seenok and Barkhatov.

Opéra National de Lyon staged Modest Mussorgsky’s big opera Boris Godunov.

ADMAF TRIBUNE
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International cultural leaders gather at Paris Opera patron dinner
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Abu Dhabi Festival signs MoU with Hong Rong Ballet

ABU DHABI | HONG KONG

Abu Dhabi Festival signed a land-
mark Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) with Hong Kong
Ballet (HKB) to bring exceptional
artistry to audiences from Hong
KRong to Abu Dhabi and beyond.

In October 2025, H.E. Huda
Alkhamis-Kanoo, Founder of Abu
Dhabi Music & Arts Foundation
(ADMAF) and Founder and Ar-
tistic Director of Abu Dhabi Fes-
tival, signed the MoU with Heidi

Lee, HKB’s Executive Director,
and Septime Webre, HKB’s Ar-
tistic Director, marking a new
chapter in the more than for-
ty-year relationship between the
UAE and Hong Kong. The move
established the first cultural
partnership of its kind between
the Arab world and Hong Kong’s
leading ballet company.

This partnership will strength-
en the cultural ties and bonds

of friendship between the two
nations, while exploring op-
portunities that foster mutual
understanding and transcend
boundaries to connect people. It
also aligns with the UAE's vision
to position Abu Dhabi as a global
beacon for creativity and cultur-
al diplomacy, while reinforcing
Hong Kong’s role as a gateway
between East and West in the
performing arts.

“ Abu Dhabi Festival is founded upon the fundamental principle that
the arts is a universal language which transcends borders and unites
humanity. By investing in world-class cultural and creative excellence,
together we inspire and educate generations for the betterment of all.

- Her Excellency Huda Al Khamis-Kanoo,
Founder of Abu Dhabi Music & Arts Foundation (ADMAF)
and Founder and Artistic Director of Abu Dhabi Festival

{4

)

This collaboration not only amplifies the reach of HKB’s inspiring

performances but also underscores the transformative power of the
arts to unite communities across the globe.

- Heidi Lee,

Executive Director of Hong Kong Ballet

)

PARIS

On 21 November, H.E. Huda
Alkhamis-Kanoo, Founder of
Abu Dhabi Music & Arts Foun-
dation (ADMAF) and Founder
and Artistic Director of Abu
Dhabi Festival, attended the
Paris Opera Annual Dinner for
Major Donors and Corporate
Sponsors, held at Studio Bal-
anchine at the Opéra Bastille.
The evening celebrated arts pa-
tronage and reaffirmed support
for the Opéra national de Paris.
Organised under the auspices
of AROP (Association pour le

Rayonnement de 1'Opéra na-
tional de Paris), the occasion
brought together philanthro-
pists, corporate partners and
cultural leaders to support the
Opera’s artistic and educa-
tional mission, including new
productions, ballet and opera
performances and outreach ini-
tiatives.

Guests enjoyed vignette perfor-
mances by opera singers and
ballet dancers of the Opéra na-
tional de Paris and were intro-
duced to ‘Nouvelle Ere, Nouvel

Air’, the institution’s restoration
and renovation project for
the Palais Garnier and Opéra
Bastille, unveiled last year by
France’s Minister of Culture,
Rachida Dati.

The presence of international
cultural figures, including H.E.
Huda Alkhamis-Kanoo, high-
lighted the global dimension
of arts patronage and reflected
the UAE’s growing engagement
with leading international cul-
tural institutions.

Left to right: Heidi Lee, Hong Kong Ballet’s Executive Director; H.E. Huda Alkhamis-Kanoo, Founder of ADMAF
and Founder and Artistic Director of Abu Dhabi Festival; Septime Webre, Hong Kong Ballet’s Artistic Director.
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Life and Legacy: H.E. Huda Alkhamis-KRanoo delivers
lecture in Bahrain

BAHRAIN

On 1 December, H.E. Huda
Alkhamis-Kanoo, Founder of
Abu Dhabi Music & Arts Foun-
dation (ADMAF) and Founder
and Artistic Director of Abu
Dhabi Festival, delivered a lec-
ture on her life and legacy at the
Shaikh Ebrahim Bin Moham-
med Al-Khalifa Center for Cul-
ture and Research in Bahrain.
Speaking to a full audience, Her
Excellency reflected on how
her early gears in Beirut and
Paris, and later her life in Abu
Dhabi, shaped her lifelong ded-
ication to empowering commu-
nities through arts, culture and
education.

She highlighted the sense of
responsibility that inspired her

to establish ADMAF in 1996
and to launch Abu Dhabi Fes-
tival in 2004, initiatives that
strive to nurture young talent,
support artistic expression and
build bridges across cultures.
She spoke of how life and leg-
acy for her extend far beyond
institutions: they reflect her
belief in empowering youth,
elevating Arab creativity and
championing culture as a liv-
ing, evolving force capable of
shaping identity and fostering
connection.

Her lecture resonated as a tes-
tament to three decades of ded-
ication — an ongoing story of
vision, service and artistic am-
bition that continues to unfold.

H.E. Sheikha Mai Bint Mohammed Al Khalifa, founder of the Shaikh Ebrahim bin Mohammed Al-Khalifa Center for Culture and Research and President
of its Board of Trustees (left) and H.E. Huda Alkhamis-Kanoo, Founder of ADMAF and Founder and Artistic Director of Abu Dhabi Festival (right).

Abu Dhabi Festival names inaugural winners of region’s

first

cglobal composition competition

Daniele Gasparini received First Prize in the Orchestral Category for
En el Aire.

H.E. Huda

Alkhamis-Kanoo
meets GS Energy
CEO in Seoul as

Festival partnership

continues

Andrey Zubets received First Prize in the Piano Category for Mirror

Preludes.

SEOUL

In December, H.E. Huda
Alkhamis-Kanoo, Founder of
Abu Dhabi Music & Arts Foun-
dation (ADMAF) and Founder
and Artistic Director of Abu
Dhabi Festival, met in Seoul
with Huh Yong-soo, Chief Exec-
utive Officer of GS Energy and
Vice Chairman of GS Group.

GS Energy has been an Energy
Partner of Abu Dhabi Festival
since 2018, supporting the Fes-
tival’s international activities
and programmes. The meeting
took place in Seoul during the
opening of Proximities at the
Seoul Museum of Art (SeMA),
the exhibition of contemporary
UAE visual art presented by
Abu Dhabi Music & Arts Foun-
dation (ADMAF) and SeMA, as

part of Abu Dhabi Festival.

Huh Yong-soo, a third-genera-
tion member of the GS founding
family, has led GS Energy since
2019 and was appointed Vice
Chairman of GS Group in 2025.
Alongside his leadership in en-
ergy transition initiatives, he is
actively involved in the arts and
culture sector, including ser-
vice on the board of the Seoul
Philharmonic Orchestra.

The fruitful meeting highlight-
ed the value of the partnership
and a shared interest in its con-
tinued development, with GS
Energy confirming continued
support of Abu Dhabi Festival
and exploring opportunities to
support Korean artists and cul-
tural initiatives.

ABU DHABI

Abu Dhabi Festival, the flagship
initiative of Abu Dhabi Music &
Arts Foundation, has announced
the inaugural winners of the Abu
Dhabi International Competition
for Composition (ADICC), the
region’s first global composition
competition.

Daniele Gasparini was awarded
First Prize in the Orchestral Cat-
egory for En el Aire, followed by
Nadim Tarabay in Second Prize
and Thomas Kornél in Third
Prize. In the Piano Category, An-
drey Zubets received First Prize
for Mirror Preludes, with Tarek
Yamani awarded Second Prize
and Bruno VIahek receiving
Third Prize.

The competition attracted more
than 165 submissions from 47
countries and was judged by an
international jury chaired by
Pulitzer Prize-winning compos-
er Du Yun. The jury praised the
winning works for their technical
excellence, expressive depth and
strong performance potential.

As inaugural laureates, the First
Prize winners receive AED
130,000, along with a profession-

al recording opportunity and
world-premiere performances
with internationally acclaimed
partner orchestras at the 23rd
edition of Abu Dhabi Festival
in April 2026. Second Prize
winners receive AED 50,000,
a performance opportunity
and professional mentorship,
while Third Prize recipients
are awarded AED 25,000 and
access to professional mentor-
ship.

The winning compositions will
also be professionally recorded
as part of the Abu Dhabi Festival
Composers’ Platform initiative.
Established more than 15 gears
ago, the platform supports com-
posers worldwide in presenting
their work in Abu Dhabi and in-
ternationally and has produced
36 original compositions and
80 co-commissions.

Through ADICC, Abu Dhabi
Music & Arts Foundation con-
tinues to support emerging
composers and strengthen Abu
Dhabi’s role as a global centre
for musical innovation.

Huh Yong-soo, Chief Executive Officer of GS Energy and Vice
Chairman of GS Group.
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EMPOWERING THE YOUTH OF OUR NATION
Inside ‘Mutual Systems” My experience at Abu Dhabi Art

ABU DHABI

By Noha Alamoudi, Cultural Media Intern

Abu Dhabi Music & Arts Foun-
dation’s (ADMAF) 2025 Com-
munity Project Mutual Systems,
presented at Abu Dhabi Art in
collaboration with future-fo-
cused curatorial studio Salasil,
explored the dgnamics of com-
munity, memory and place in a
city defined by its geography and
vibrant cultural exchange.

Bringing together creatives and

community organisers, the ex-
hibition explored how relation-
ships are shaped across urban
and natural landscapes, high-
lighting community not as a fixed
entity, but as a living system.

The idea of Abu Dhabi as a city
of islands connected by intangi-
ble bridges of history and shared
practice was embodied in art-
works such as Lamya Gargash’s

Kun: To Be, whose photographs
captured liminal spaces, using
symbolic gold fabric and archi-
tectural cues to evoke spiritu-
al orientation and the ongoing
journey of becoming.

The sense of memory and trans-
formation continued in Salmah
Almansoori's Who I Became,
where childhood objects be-
came personal archives, prob-

ing the fragmented, emotional
nature of recollection.

Other installations contem-
plated community through rit-
uals, inherited knowledge and
resilience. Sharifah Alhinai,
co-founder of the Khaleeji Art
Museum, created majlis-in-
spired installations that echoed
themes of loss and remem-
brance, with sewn names serv-

ing as tributes to loved ones.
While multimedia works like
Evident Presence gave voice to
those living with MS, under-
scoring the power of narrative
and visibility.

Working as a cultural mediator
intern with the ADMAF team
during the art fair deepened my
understanding of how curato-
rial intent translates into lived

experience. The role required
navigating between artist vision
and diverse audience needs. Me-
diating conversations between
visitors and artworks revealed
Mutual Systems to be more than
an exhibition: it functioned as
a participatory space where
meaning emerged through en-
counter, dialogue and shared
reflection.

Moustafa Zakaria’s Mihrab, 2025 (House of Artisans) - one of the inspiring projects reflecting on community as
memory, future and connection.

Curatorial studio Salasil co-founders Zainab Hasoon and Sara bin Safwan (shown on the right) in conversation

with visitors at Mutual Systems.

Elham Al Marzooqi: ADMAF believed in me early and
stood by me as an Emirati artist’

ABU DHABI

By Sheikha Mohammed Alkaabi, Young Media Leader

When the UAE’s first profession-
al female Emirati cellist Elham
Al Marzooqi learned she would
be performing at New York’s
Carnegie Hall, her reaction was
not immediate celebration, but
disbelief. “My first reaction was
honestly shock,” she says. “When
I got the call, it didn’t feel real.”
Abu Dhabi Music & Arts Foun-
dation (ADMAF), Abu Dhabi
Festival’s parent organisation,
informed her almost a gear in
advance of her appearance in
the world premiere of ‘A Journey
to the New World', presented by
the Reina Sofia School of Music
in collaboration with Abu Dha-
bi Festival, allowing the idea to
settle slowly and evolve from ab-
straction into responsibility.

“At first it felt like something in
the distant future,” she recalls.
“Something that didn’'t quite be-
long to me yet.”

That feeling vanished the mo-
ment she stepped onto the Carn-
egie Hall stage. “You feel the his-
tory immediately,” she says. “The
weight of the hall, the artists who
came before you, the meaning of
that space.” The atmosphere, she
adds, was charged, focused and
alive in a way she had rarely ex-
perienced before.

For Elham, the performance was
not simply about appearing at
one of the world’s most presti-
gious venues. It was the culmi-
nation of gears of preparation,
shaped by long-term belief rath-

er than last-minute opportunity.
“The support wasn’'t symbolic,”
she says. “Abu Dhabi Music &
Arts Foundation and Abu Dha-
bi Festival believed in me early,
planned ahead and stood by me
as an Emirati artist” That em-
phasis on sustained patronage is
central to her story. Talent, she
notes, needs structure to grow
and careers are built through
trust, not isolated moments.
Music has been part of Elham’s
life from an early age. She be-
gan with piano, learning theo-
ry and structure young, before
discovering the cello later on, an
instrument that felt instinctive
rather than imposed. “The cello
is close to the human voice,” she
says. “It carries emotion honest-
ly. There’s nowhere to hide with
it and I liked that.”

Her family treated music as se-
rious work, not a casual pursuit.
Her mother founded a music in-
stitute in Abu Dhabi, embedding
music into daily life and making
a professional path feel natural
rather than exceptional.

Still, Elham’s journey has never
followed a conventional script.
Alongside music, she pursued a
career in law and is also a moth-
er of two, abalance she describes
candidly.

“It hasn’t been easy and I won't
pretend it was,” she says. “Both
law and music demand discipline
and time.”

Rather than choosing between

identities, she learned to let them
coexist. Law gave her structure
and perspective. Music gave her
balance and purpose. Most im-
portantly, she learned patience
and accepted that progress is
rarely linear.

Before Carnegie Hall, Elham’s
path was shaped by a series of
formative experiences, includ-
ing her work with the Firdaus
Orchestra, mentored by A.R.
Rahman. Performing as part
of the ensemble in productions
under his direction, and in con-
certs featuring artists such as
Anoushka Shankar and Begoncé,
exposed her to diverse musical
traditions and the highest pro-
fessional standards. “All of those
experiences fed into Carnegie,”
she reflects. “It felt like the point
where preparation, opportunity
and responsibility came togeth-
er.”

She views the UAE’s classical
music scene with measured op-
timism: “There are more plat-
forms, more opportunities and
stronger support structures
than there were before. Organ-
isations like Abu Dhabi Music &
Arts Foundation have played a
major role in building that eco-
system by supporting artists
over time, not just through one-
off appearances.”

Her advice to young Emirati
women pursuing music is prac-
tical and unsentimental. Expect
detours. “The path is rarely

straight,” she says. “Setbacks and
pauses are normal. Taking a dif-
ferent route doesn’t mean you've
failed.”

She also stresses the importance
of mentorship and networks.
“This industry is built on rela-
tionships, trust and collabora-
tion,” she says. “Show up, stay cu-
rious and take gourself seriously,
even when others don't get.”

New York felt like an important
chapter for Elham, but not a con-
clusion — and it clarified what
she wants to continue building.
Alongside music, she has recent-
ly stepped into acting, complet-
ing her debut in BAAB, a film by
Emirati director Nayla Al Khaja
released in UAE cinemas from 8
January 2026. The experience,
she says, reinforced how con-
nected different art forms can be.
Musically, her focus is now on
depth, refining her voice, ex-
panding her repertoire and pur-
suing projects that sit between
genres and cultures. “Growth
doesn’t come from repeating
what’s comfortable,” she says. “It
comes from staying curious and
committed to the work.”

That, ultimately, is what defines
Elham Al Marzoogqi’s story. Not
just an appearance at Carnegie
Hall, but a career built through
discipline, belief and the long
view of what artistic journeys
can become when they are truly
supported.

H.E. Huda Alkhamis-Kanoo, Founder of Abu Dhabi Music & Arts

Foundation (ADMAF) and Founder and Artistic Director of Abu Dhabi
Festival, with Emirati cellist Elham Al Marzooqi during H.E’s visit to the
United States of Americain November.
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What’s On

HEADLINE
PROGRAMME

JON BATISTE

@ 12 APRIL
8:00 PM

ABU DHABI FESTIVAL

DHAFER YOUSSEF

"f ‘ 14 APRIL

»

@ 8:00 PM
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4BU DHABI
FESTIVAL*°

AMERICAN BALLET THEATER

‘\ \ 17 APRIL

EMIRATES PALACE

MINSOO SOHN

19 APRIL
8:00 PM

THE RED THEATER
THE ARTS CENTER,
NYU ABU DHABI

SONDRA RADVANOVSKY
&VINCENZO SCALERA

25 APRIL
__ 8:00 PM

.. THE RED THEATER
THE ARTS CENTER,
NYU ABU DHABI

BOOK YOUR

EMIRATI RECITAL SERIES

|- _
af = 12 MIAY

| THE BLUE HALL
THE ARTS CENTER,

ABUDHABIFESTIVAL.AE NYU ABU DHABI

Stay tuned for

1 March 2026: Echoes of Fez — Moroccan Ensemble for Andalusian
Music in partnership with the Moroccan Embassy in the UAE and
Louvre Abu Dhabi, as part of the ADMAF Spiritual Series.
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