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ACROSS CULTURES: FROM ABU DHABI TO SEOUL

Proximities: ADMAF and SeMA conclude landmark exhibition
drawing 80,000 visitors with joint publication launch

—

The two-part publication series Lagered Dialogues: We Are in Open Circuits and Layered Dialogues: A panel featuring curators Maga El1 Khalil and Eunju Kim, moderated by Anna Seaman, celebrating the
Proximities capture the curatorial journey behind the exhibitions. launch of the two-part publication series, marking the close of the landmark Proximities exhibition.

3
A guided tour takes place at the Proximities exhibition, led by curator Maya El Khalil.

Abu Dhabi Music & Arts Foun- to the present. The collaboration

dation (ADMAF) and Seoul Mu- culminated on 27 March with IN NUM B E RS

seum of Art (SeMA) concluded the launch of a two-part publi-

the landmark Proximities ex- cation series documenting both

hibition in Seoul on 29 March, exhibitions. %

which was held as part of Abu The companion publications,

Dhabi Festival Abroad, along- Layered Dialogues: We Are in @ 8OK EH%SF?AMME 41 5 1 1 O
side the launch of a joint pub- Open Circuits and Lagered Di- INSTITUTIONS V|S|TORS ATTENDEES ARTWORKS
lication of two books, after at- alogues: Proximities, serve as a — — —
tracting approximately 80,000 physical archive of the exhibi-

visitors. tions, offering an opportunity to (o] II,
Proximities, the largest pre- reflect on the curatorial journey & g

sentation of UAE contemporary and the dialogue that shaped UAE-BASED 47 11 33 LIVE MEDIA 643
visual art in East Asia, marked both projects. They form a last- ARTISTS EMIRATIS PANELS CL|PP|NGS
the second exhibition in the in- ing record of the strategic part- = - =

stitutional collaboration, follow- nership, bringing together art-

ing Layered Medium: We Are ists, curators and practitioners % @

in Open Circuits, presented in from each country writing about PR ADVERTISING

Abu Dhabi m_May 2025, wl}lch the other, ar'ld documenting the VALUE EQUIVALENCY B: 1 0.94M VALUE B 38 2M
explored media-based practices exchange of ideas that took place —_— ——

from Korea spanning the 1960s between Korea and the UAE.
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Ayman Zedani, The Desert Keepers,2022.

Abdulla Al Saadi, Stone Slippers, 2013. Hassan Sharif, Dictionary, 2015.

(il

Shaikha Al Ketbi, Book, 2024. That Thing, Amphibiansection at the landmark Proximities exhibition at Seoul Museum of Art.
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Abu Dhabi Festival Abroad: ‘Algarabia’ unites Arab and Spanish
traditions through music, dance and poetry in Pamplona

Algarabia, a show of music, dance and poetry promoting multicultural dialogue, is performed in Pamplona.

re.
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Senior representatives from the University of Navarra, the University of Navarra Museum and Khawla Art & Culture pictured with H.E. Saleh Ahmed Al Suwaidi, UAE Ambassador to Spain (centre).

Algarabia, a show of music,
dance and poetry that brings
cultures into dialogue, was pre-
sented at the Museum of the
University of Navarra (MUN) in
Pamplona on 27 and 28 March
2026 as part of the Abu Dhabi
Festival Abroad programme,
in collaboration with the MUN,
Khawla Art & Culture Founda-
tion and the Abu Dhabi Music &
Arts Foundation (ADMAF).

Algarabia embodied ADMAF’s
commitment, under the guid-

ance of His Highness Sheikh
Abdullah bin Zaged Al Nahyan,
Founding Honorary Patron of
Abu Dhabi Festival, to advance
cultural diplomacy, dialogue
and the partnerships it builds
to strengthen international col-
laboration, enhancing the UAE’s
global cultural presence and re-
inforcing its position as a hub of
creativity.

It also reflected the mission of
Abu Dhabi Festival to revive
the literary, poetic and musical

heritage that brings together
the Arab and Spanish worlds,
preserving this shared cultural
legacy for future generations.
Bringing together artists from
the Arab world and Spain, the
production blended movement,
live music and poetry in a multi-
disciplinary stage work shaped
by shared histories and cultural
exchange.

Ledby flamenco dancer and cho-
reographer Jesus Carmona, the
performance unfolded through

a narrative centred on a young
Arab woman, portraged by
Lebanese singer and performer
Cynthya Karam, as she travelled
in search of the Alhambra. Her
journey was expressed through
movement, voice and live mu-
sic, shifting between Arabic and
Spanish traditions.

On stage, Carmona’s choreog-
raphy interacted with Karam’s
vocal performance and the po-
etic presence of Lebanese actor
and poet Rafic Ali Ahmad, while

Spanish dancer Lucia Campillo
extended the work’s physical
language, creating a continuous
exchange between movement
and storytelling.

The performance was accom-
panied by the University of Na-
varra Symphony Orchestra and
Choir, conducted by Borja Quin-
tas, combining flamenco and
Arabic musical traditions along-
side compositions by Manuel de
Falla and Ihab Darwish.
Directed by Ignacio Garcia and

Jihad Mikhael, Algarabia drew
on the historical connections
between the Arab world and
Spain, bringing these artistic
forms together within a single
stage work.

Next, Algarabia will take to
the Abu Dhabi stage as part of
the Abu Dhabi Festival head-
line programme, continuing its
enduring promise to bring the
world to Abu Dhabi and Abu
Dhabi to the world.
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REGIONAL DIALOGUE

H.E. President of the Lebanese Republic meets

BEIRUT

H.E. President of the Lebanese
Republic, General Joseph Aoun,
met with H.E. Huda Alkhamis-
Kanoo, Founder of Abu Dhabi
Music & Arts Foundation (AD-
MAF) and Founder and Artistic
Director of Abu Dhabi Festival,
at Baabda Palace, the official
residence of the President of
Lebanon, to discuss ways to en-
hance cultural cooperation be-
tween the United Arab Emirates
and the Lebanese Republic.
During the meeting, H.E. Huda
Alkhamis-Kanoo highlight-
ed new opportunities for col-
laboration between ADMATF,
Abu Dhabi Festival and Leb-
anese cultural institutions,
including support for the cen-
tenary celebrations of the late
composer Mansour Rahbani,
which took place on January 3,
and the unique co-production
Cine-Concert — Tribute to Ga-
briel Yared marking Baalbeck
International Festival’s 70th an-
niversary, planned for July 24.
President Aoun also welcomed
an invitation to attend the 23rd
edition of Abu Dhabi Festival,
held under the theme ‘“The Wis-
dom of Culture,” and praised the
UAE’s continued support for
Lebanon in the fields of culture,
technology and digital transfor-
mation.

> |

"} |
H.E. President of the Lebanese Republic, General Joseph Aoun,and H.E. H
of Abu Dhabi Festival.

with ADMAF Founder at Baabda Palace

uda Alkhamis-Kanoo, Founder of Abu Dhabi Music & Arts Foundation (ADMAF) and Founder and Artistic Director

Cultural continuity and youth engagement central to meeting

with Lebanon’s Prime Minister

H.E.Prime Minister Nawaf Abdallah Salim Salam alongside H.E. Huda Alkhamis-Kanoo, Founder of ADMAF and Founder and Artistic Director of Abu Dhabi Festival.

BEIRUT

H.E. Prime Minister Nawaf Ab-
dallah Salim Salam received
H.E. Huda Alkhamis-Kanoo,
Founder of the Abu Dhabi Music
& Arts Foundation (ADMAF) and
Founder and Artistic Director of
Abu Dhabi Festival, in January at
the Grand Serail in Beirut.

Their discussions focused on the
role of culture in supporting Bei-
rut’s intellectual and artistic life
and maintaining its connection
with international cultural net-
works. Particular attention was
given to opportunities for youth
engagement and the importance
of sustaining cultural continuity
and exchange.

Discussions also highlighted
ADMAF’s long-standing com-
mitment to education, cultural
diplomacy and institutional col-
laboration, positioning ADMAF
as a potential long-term partner
in supporting Lebanon’s cultural
ecosystem.

The meeting formed part of AD-
MAF’s wider engagements in
Lebanon aimed at reinforcing
cultural ties and supporting ini-
tiatives that celebrate the coun-
try’s rich artistic and cultural
heritage.
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H.H. Sheikh Hazza bin Hamdan bin Zayed honours
H.E. Huda Alkhamis-Ranoo with the Sard Al Dhahab Award

H.H. Sheikh Hazza bin Hamdan bin Zayed presents H.E. Huda Alkhamis-Kanoo with the Sard Al Dhahab Award, alongside H.E. Saood Abdulaziz Al Hosani, Undersecretary at Department of Culture and Tourism - Abu Dhabi.

Under the patronage of H.H.
Sheikh Hamdan bin Zaged Al
Nahyan, Ruler’s Representative
in the Al Dhafra Region, H.H.
Sheikh Hazza bin Hamdan bin
Zayged Al Nahgan honoured the
winners of the third edition of
the Sard Al Dhahab Award at a

ceremony held at Al Dhafra Fort
and organised by the Abu Dhabi
Arabic Language Centre, part of
the Department of Culture and
Tourism — Abu Dhabi. The event
celebrated leading figures in
oral and visual storytelling, rec-
ognising storytellers, narrators

and creatives, and highlighting
the award’s growing role in pre-
serving and revitalising Emirati
and Arab heritage, while rein-
forcing the place of storytelling
within the collective cultural

memory.
H.H. Sheikh Hazza bin Hamdan

bin Zaged presented H.E. Huda
Alkhamis-Kanoo, Founder of
Abu Dhabi Music & Arts Foun-
dation (ADMAF) and Founder
and Artistic Director of Abu
Dhabi Festival, with the 2025
Sard Al Dhahab Award in the
Emirati Narrative category, in

Leading with creativity: H.E. Huda
Alkhamis-Kanoo honoured by Fast
Company Middle East

recognition of her contribu-
tions as aleading cultural figure.
Through the initiatives of AD-
MATF, she has plaged a key role
in shaping a contemporary cul-
tural and musical narrative that
reflects the spirit of the United
Arab Emirates.

With its growing international
presence, the Sard Al Dhahab
Award continues to play a vi-
tal role in safeguarding Arab
narrative traditions, encourag-
ing innovative storytelling and
strengthening the global pres-
ence of Emirati and Arab cultur-

ABU DHABI

Her Excellency Huda
Alkhamis-Kanoo, Founder of
Abu Dhabi Music & Arts Foun-
dation (ADMAF) and Founder
and Artistic Director of Abu
Dhabi Festival, has been hon-
oured among Fast Company
Middle East’s Most Creative

People in Business 2026.

The annual list celebrates indi-
viduals whose curiosity, courage
and creativity are shaping in-
dustries and driving meaningful
impact across the region. H.E.
Huda Alkhamis-Kanoo was hon-
oured in recognition of her pro-

found contributions to culture
and the arts, and for her role in
advancing creative dialogue and
international cultural exchange
through the initiatives of AD-
MAF and Abu Dhabi Festival.

Through her leadership and vi-
sion, she continues to champion

artists, support emerging talent
and strengthen Abu Dhabi’s po-
sition as a global hub for culture
and creativity — enriching lives
and fostering lasting cultural
impact guided by purpose, care
and conviction.

al heritage.

1y

FST@GMPANY
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ADMATF Spiritual Series:
Sheikh Mahmoud El Tohamy
leads world premiere
Ramadan concert

ABU DHABI

Aspart of the Spiritual Music Se-
ries and Ramadan evenings, and
in celebration of the values of
faith, hope, human brotherhood
and compassion during the holy
month, Abu Dhabi Music & Arts
Foundation presented the world
premiere of the virtual perfor-
mance Poetry and Longing.

The exclusive digital perfor-
mance was led by renowned

chanting master Mahmoud El
Tohamy, featuring a curated se-
lection of his latest poems and
musical compositions, present-
ed for the first time in a new
artistic format rooted in Arabic
poetry and spiritual chanting.

Joining the performance were
celebrated poet Gamal Bekheit
and emerging poet Abdullah
Hassan, whose verses created

FROM THE ARTIST
‘Poetry and Longing”
Where music
embraces language

By Sheikh Mahmoud El Tohamy

a poetic dialogue across gener-
ations through expressions of
divine devotion and praise of the
Prophet.

The performance formed part
of ADMAF’s Spiritual Series,
which brings together artists
and performances centred on
spiritual music, chanting and
devotional expression.

Sheikh Mahmoud El Tohamy performing ‘Poetry and Longing’, the virtual Ramadan concert, as part of ADMAF’s

Spiritual Series.

ABU DHABI

Abu Dhabi Music & Arts Founda-
tion (ADMAF) plays a vital role in
celebrating Arab creativity and
safeguarding the region’s rich
musical and literary heritage.
Through its wide-ranging initia-
tives, it strengthens the presence
and spirit of the Arabic language
locally and globally.

Each gear, ADMAF supports my
artistic journey through co-pro-
ductions and exclusive commis-
sions within its Spiritual Series
and Ramadan Evenings. These
programmes bring together clas-
sical Arabic chanting, with its
refined vocabulary and profound
meanings, alongside diverse
musical traditions, all while pre-
serving authenticity and tradi-
tional character. By integrating
contemporary global sounds and
advanced musical techniques,
they highlight the expressive
power of Arabic chanting and
its ability to engage in meaning-
ful dialogue with other cultures,
without compromising the depth
and beauty of its essence.

Poetry and Longing marked a
defining moment for me, an evoc-
ative encounter between music
and language. It was a profound
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experience to perform along-
side fellow poets and musicians
in this work as part of ADMAF’s
Spiritual Series and Ramadan
Evenings.

At a time when humanity is fac-
ing the hardships of war and its
tragedies, along with the con-
sequences of hatred and divi-
sion, this work offers a call of
love for the Creator of the uni-
verse through music and poetry.
Through divine supplication,
prophetic praise, and Ramadan
chants drawn from our cultural,
religious, and artistic heritage, it
seeks to restore hope that what
causes harm will pass, that ease
follows every hardship, and that
from suffering and pain, hope is
born.

This work represents an im-
portant milestone in the journey
of ADMAF’s Spiritual Series,
bringing together Arabic poetic
heritage and modernity within a
new artistic vision. I had the hon-
our of presenting it for the first
time globally, with a renewed
approach and innovative per-
formance that blends authentic-
ity and renewal through its own
musical vision and compositions,

seeking to revisit themes from
classical Arabic poetry in har-
mony with contemporary poets.
What distinguished this perfor-
mance was that it did not focus on
chanting alone but also opened
space for direct poetic dialogue.
It brought together the renowned
poet Gamal Bekhit, known for
his deep experience in national
and emotional poetry, alongside
the young poet Abdullah Has-
san, who represents the voice of a
new generation. This meeting of
different generations across po-
etry, music and chanting added
arich human and artistic dimen-
sion to the evening, making it a
unique experience anticipated by
audiences of spiritual chanting
around the world.

Through the ADMAF Spiritual
Series and Abu Dhabi Festival,
these performances have be-
come a platform for renewing
artistic and spiritual expression,
where heritage meets contempo-
rary creativity in a new aesthetic
form. This blending of classical
and modern poetry opens the
way for a broader renewal of
spiritual chanting, while pre-
serving its authentic traditional

character and deepening its im-
pact.

Presented virtually during the
blessed month of Ramadan in
2026, the work revives master-
pieces of religious chanting and
prophetic praise from a rich cul-
tural heritage, in celebration of
the values of solidarity, human
connection, and coexistence.
Together, we journeyed through
poetry and the language of feel-
ing within a spiritual atmosphere
shaped by the blessings of this
holy month, creating a unified
artistic experience through per-
formance, composition, music,
chanting and recitation.
Drawing from a rich poetic her-
itage, including works by Imam
Al Shafi’i, Al Zarqani, Dr Man’a
Saeed Al Otaiba and Ahmed
Taymour, alongside poems by
Gamal Bekhit and Abdullah
Hassan, the performance re-
flected enduring human values
through language, music and
voice. Through this collective
effort, we sought to honour the
beauty of the Arabic word and
carry forward its message.
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